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ADVERTISEMENT. 

At the requei): of feveral patriotic and 
literary Gendemeo, this volume of the 
Letters of Junius is printed. Much, 
care has been taken to render it perfeftly 
correft. The type, the fize, and man- 
ner of printing, will doubtlefs pleafe the 
reader, and preferve thefe much-efteemed 
writings from the fate of news-paper ex*- 
iftence, and fugitive compilations. 
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LETTER I. 

ADDRESSED TO THR PRINTER OF TKB 
PUBLIC ADVRRTISJIR. 

SIR, 

j/he fobmiffioii of a free people to the executive 

authority of government is no more than a com- 
pliance with laws, which they themielves have 
ena^ed. While the national honour is firmly 
maintained abroad, and while joftice is impar* 
tially adminiftered at home, the obedience of the 
fabjed will be voluntary, chearful, and I might 
almoft fay unlimited. A generous nation is grate- 
ful even fer the prefervation of its rights, and wil- 
lingly extends the refped due to the office of a 
good prince into an affedion for his perfon* 
Loyalty, in the heart and nnderilanding of an 
Engliilhman, is a national attachment to the 
guardian of the laws. Prejudices and paffion 
have fometimes carried it to a criminal length $ 
and, whatever foreigners may imagine, we know 
that Englifhmen have erred as much in a miftaken 
zeal for particular perfons and families, as they 
ever did in defence of what they thought moft 
dear and intcrcfting to themfclves. 
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«ikirt are ooainftoi by mea of experience* t1>!H« 
eies and ▼irtue« if, ob die eoetraffy, we fee » 
univerfal ^irit of diftraft and diiTatisfedioii* m 
nfki decay of trade, dilTenfioiit in all puts of 
Ike eMpif«y and a tout lofs of rtfyt€t in tke eyee 
of fenagn powers, we may proaoonce, withonfe 
liefitation, tlut the government of that country 
M weak, dilba^M, and com:^. Tbe maltitade, 
in alt coontriet, are patient to a certain point. 
fil-nfage may roime their indignatkm, and hurry 
Aem into ezcefles, bat the original fimlt is in 
government* Perhaps there never wa9 an inftanee 
of a change, in the circnmftances and Semper of 
a whole nation, ^ fudden and extraordinary aa 
tkit which then^ondodof minifters has, withift 
thefe ycry few years, produced in Great Britain* 
Whqgk^Ottf gradooa Ibvereign afcended die dirone, 
we weie a flomiflung and a contented people. If 
die pergonal vHtnes of a king coold have infared 
tbe happinefs of his ^bjeds,* the f:ene could not 
have sdtered fa entirriy as it has dene. The 
idea of uniting ell panies, of tryfag ^charaAers, . 
mid dUbibating the offices of ilate by rotation, 
was gracious and benevolent toan extreme, tboegti 
it ha» not yet produced the many falotary eileda 
which Were intended, by it. To fay nothing of 
the wiidom <^ fuch plan, it undoubtedly arole front . 
an nnbounded goodneft of heart, in wUeh folly 
B 2 t had 
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had ao. fliafe. It was net a (Capricious partiality 
to new faces ; — it was not a natural turn for low 
intrigue ; nor was it the treacherous amafement of 
double and triple negociations. No, Sir, it arofe 
from a continued anxiec/ in the pureft of all 
poflible hearts, for the general welfare. Unfor- 
tunately for us, ,the event has not been anfwerable 
to the defign. After a rapid fucceffion of changes, 
we are reduced to that ftate, which hardly any* 
change can mend. Yet there is no extremity of 
didrefs, which of itfelf ought to reduce a great, 
nation to deipair. It is not the difbrder but^ the 
phyiician ;— it is not a.cafual concurrence of 
calamitous circumilances, it is the pernicious hand 
of government, which alone can mako a whole, 
people deiperate. 

Without much political fagacity, or any ex- 
traordinary depth of obf^rvation, we need only 
mark how the principal departments of the ilate. 
are beflowedy and look no farther for the true 
canfe of every niifchief that befals us. 

The finances of a nation, finking under its 
debts and expences, are committed to a young, 
nobleman already ruined by play. Introduced to 
a£l under the aufpices of lord C — m, and left 
at the head of affairs by that nobleman's retreat, 
he became miniiler by accident; but deferting 
the principles and profelfions, which gave him a. 

moment's 
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Ittbmenfs popularity, we fee iim/ from every 
. honourable engagement to the public, an apoflate 
Iby deiign. As for buiinefs, the world yet knows 
nothing of his talents or refolution ; uhlefs a way* 
ward, wavering inconMency be a mark of ge» 
pius, and caprice a demonftration of fpirit. It 
may be faid perhaps, that it is his grace's pro<p 
vince, as furely it is his paiGon, rather to diilri^ 
bute than to fave the public money, and that lord 
JJ — is C — r of the E — r, the Bxik' lord of 
T — y may be as thoughtlefs and as extravagant 
■as he pleafes^ I hope however he will not rely 
too much on the fertility of lord N---'s ' genius 
for finance. His lord (hip is yet to give, us the 
iiril proof of his abilities : Jt may be candid to 
fuppofe that he has hitherto voluntarily concealed 
his talents; intending. perhaps to ailonifh the 
world, when we leafl expeft it, with a know* 
ledge of trade, a choice of expedients, and a depth 
of resources, equal to the necefiities, and far be* 
yond the hopes of his country. He muit now 
.exert the whole power of his capacity, if he would 
wifh us to forget, that, fince he has been in oiEce^ 
BO plan h^s been formed, no fy flem adhered to, 
nor any one important meafure adopted for the 
relief of public credit. If his plan for the fcr- 
vice of the current year be not irrevocably ixtd 
.QXi, let me warn him to think feriouily of confe- 
. i . B 3 ^uences 
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tqocttces before he ventures to increafe Hie pobife 
tiebt. Outraged and opprefied as we atie, tkis. 
tiadoa will not feear^ after a fix years peace, to 
lee mew millions borrowed, witiioot any eventtrat 
diminution of debt> or redudlion of intereft. The 
attesnpt migkt roaze a fpirit o>f relentment^ 
which might readh beyond the facrifice of^mini*^ 
Her. As to the debt upon the civii lift, the 
|>eo;^ of England expe^ that it wilt not hi 
paid withocit a ftri£l enquiry how k was incurred* 
If h muft be paid by parliament, let me adviie 
the C— r of E— r to think of fome better expe* 
dient than a lottery. To fuppott an <expcxvfive 
war, or in crrcumftances of abfolate neceflity? a 
lottery may perhaps be allowable ; but, befidet 
that is at all times the very worft way of raifing 
»noney upon the people, I think it ill becomes 
the R—- 1 dignity to have the debts of a — pro^ 
Tided for, like the repairs of a country bridge, or 
a decayed hofpital. The inanagemait of the 
K— g's affairs in the H— of C— cannot be 
anore difgraced than it has been. A leading mi^ 
ni^er repeatedly called down for sAySoiute igno« 
xance ; -— ridiculous motions ridictflouily with- 
drawn ; «— deliberalie plans diiconcerted, and a 
week's preparation of gracefoi oratory loft in a 
moment, give us fome, though not adequate ide^ 
of lord Nr--'^ parliamentary abilities and Inflow 

cnce. 
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Vet hcfax he had the miafeitfm^ of be- 
iBgC— - of tke E--— r, ht itras neidMr aa afc^eft 
fif derifion to Useneniefiy nor of melanckoly pity 
to ins fidends. 

A iSuies of iacoafiHeat me^oiies 'had atienated 
the ooloaies fvom their dtrtjr as ilrbjodi^ aad frooa 
their natiiral tdk&tma to tlirir eoamioii coootr^r. 
When Mr. Gremrille wa« p4aoed at the bead d 
theT — y, he ^tniieiadfwiibilftfoif Great Biv 
tain's fopporitag Aich an *eftahli§imefft as tier 
Armtr faccefies had made indiJpotable, aad at die 
&Be time of giving any 4eofihle relief to foreign 
trade, and to the weight 'Of the p«i4b]ic 4ebc. He 
diooght it equitable that dhofe parte xff Ike eai' 
fkcy which had i)ene(ited moitk by «he eapences 
-of the war, flMaki contribote Something to ^e ^e»- 
^nces of the peace^ aind he had no doe^bt of the 
conftitntional right veiled in padi^nent to raile 
thecovtribtidon. iat, nnfostttRatdyfcH'dikooiui- 
try, Mr. Gfenville was at any rate to4>e'difti«f{ed 
becanfe he was mintfter» «nd Mr. P«-^t and loi^ 
C— "« were to be patrons of A«nerica, hooauife 
they were iaoppofitton. Their dedara^on gaue 
fyirit aad argument to the colonies, and whi^le 
perhaps they meant no more than a ciiin of ^ 
jninifter, they in •effect divided one h^f of xh& 
empire from the oiher. 

B 4 Under 
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. Und^r one admidftration the ftamp a6l is nmicp^ 
under the fecond it is repealed^ ander the third, 
in ipite of all experience, a new mode of taxing 
the -colonies is invented, and a queftion revived^ 
which ought to have been boried in oblivion. In 
thefe circumftances a new office is eftabliihed for 
the bttfinefs of the plantations, and the Eatl of 
H — h called forth, at a moft csitical icaf«B, t^ 
govern America* The choice at leaft announced 
to us a man of fuperior capacity aad knowledge* 
Whether he be fo or not, let his difpatches as 
far as they have appeared, let his meaiores, as 
^ar as they have operated, determine Ibr hiau 
In the former we have fcen ftrong aflertions 
without proof, declamation without argument^ 
and violent cenfares without dignity or modera^ 
!tion ; but neither corre^tnefa in the compofitioD» 
nor judgment in the defiga. As for his meafares, 
let it be,remembered» that he was called upon to 
conciliate and unite; and that, when he entered 
into office, the mofi: refradory of the colonies 
were ftiU difpofed to proceed by the conftitutional 
methods of petition and remonftrance. Since that 
period they have been driven into excefies little 
ihort of rebellion. Petitions have been hindered 
from reaching the throne ; and the con tin a- 
ance of one of the principal aflemblies put upon 
an arbitrary condition^ which, coA^dering the 

temper 
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teodper ^ey were in, it was impoffible they fboold 
comply with, and which would have availed no* 
thing as to the general queftion> if it had been 
complied with. So violent, and I believe I maj 
<aU it fo nnconftitutional an^exertion of the pre^ 
lOgativey to fay nothing of the weak, injudicioas 
. terms in which it was conveyed, gives us as 
humble an opinioA of his lordlhip's capacitjs 
as it does of his temper and moderation. While 
.we are at peace with other nations, our miUtary 
force may perhaps be fpaved to fupport the Earl 
of H«-*h's meafores in America. Whenever that 
.force fhall be necefiarily withdrawn or dimi- 
niihed, the diinufiion of foch a minifter will 
^neither confole us for his. imprudence, nor re- 
:move the fettled refentment of a people, who, 
complaining of an ad of the legiflature, are 
.outraged by an unwarrantable ftrecch of.prerogs^ 

tive, and, fapporting their claims by an argu-» 

ment, are infulted with declamation. 

Drawing lots would be a prudent and reafon- 

able method of appointing the officers of ftate, 
• compared to a late difpa&tion of the fecretary's 

office. Lord R*-^ was acquaintjed with the af- 
. fairs and temper of the fouthem courts : Lord 

W ■ h was equally qualified for cither depart-* 
. ment. By what unaccountable caprice has it 

happened, that the latter, wjio pretends to no 

experience 
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esGpcdeRce wbatfbever* is remored to tiic 
imponaax of the two jdepartneats, apd tiic 
famer by |>nefeiiau:e placed in an oeffice* wham 
Uf cxpeneAce can be of bo ufe to him ? fjoard 
Wi— k liad diixiigniihed liiiB&lf sn Ms^^li^ Qa*> 
|d0|rjaeatbxAffmited» if not jndicioas.co&dBft^ 
He Jbad animated the oival anagiftiafte beyond tiie 
Mie«f civil authortty* and kad daxeded die ^fe^ 
ratioas of the atsiy to more than miJatary^ezeciip- 
tioA. Recovefed fiom the errors id his yoitth^ 
fiiom.ldie diflr»£lioB xd. pla^r, and the l>evritch*> 
jjQ;g fisuies of Burgundy, behold him exerting the 
MrliQlie ftsengdi of his dear, unclouded facokiesy 
in the fervioe of ^ the crown, it was not the heat 
^ midnight exce^, nor igneeance of the laws* 
jMur the fofioas fpkit qf the iioufe of B-p^d: 
Noy Sir, when this reipe6hd)le rminifter inter- 
f>ofed his authocity betuieen the magiftrate, and 
4he peofle, and iignod the mandate, on whidiy 
for aught he knew, the liufcs of thouiands ^l^end, 
^e did it from the deliberate motion of his iieart, 
£u|)f)orted from the beft <d has jadgment. 

It has lately been a fifliian to pay a eo!ii>p]i- 
mentto ^ bsavery and genero&tyof the c-*-r 
in ch«-r^ at the ezpenoe jof his vnde^anding. 
Tl>ey who love liim make no qneftion -of Ins 
conrs^Cy while his £iends dwell chiefly «on the 
&citity of his; d^xo&tion. Emitting him to be 

as 
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as brave as a total abfence of all feeUng and re-^ 
ile^ioxt can make kirn, let ui fee what ibit 'df 
merit lie derives frob the remainder of his cba^ 
t»Skcr. If it be generofity to accutadate in Kb 
jywn peHba and fainily a number of lucrative eai^ 
pleyments^ to proviidey at the ffMie exfience^ 
for every creatone that bears the name ^ M-«»4f $ 
andy iiegle6tin<g the merit and iervkes of the idt 
of the army, to heap promotiom apon his fa- 
vourites and dependants, the present c— r in ch— 
is the mod generous inan alive. Nature has been 
fparing of her gifts to ^is noble lord? bat 
where ttrth and foitufle are united, we expeft 
the noble pride and independ^oe of a man cff 
^fpim, not the fervlle, humiliating complaiiance 
of a cbnnier. As to the goedne<« of his heart, 
if a proof of it be taken from tfic facility df 
never rdiffing, what conclu^fion (hall we drai^ 
If om the indecency of never p er fo r m i ng ? And if 
the difcipline of the artny be in any degree pre^ 
fervedy what thanks are due to a man, whole 
oares, notoriou% confined to felling up vacan- 
ties, have degraded ikc^cf&ce ©f c— r in ch— »• 
into a broker of commiffions* 

With refpea to die navy, I IhaH on!y fay, 
-Aat this'kifoiirtitry is -fo highly indebted to Sir 
Edwavd Hawke, tbi^ no expenceftoald be fparefl 
to fecttre^iffl «i henotraUciiUidafliient retreat. - 

The 
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• The pure and impartial* adimniilratioii of juiP- 
ftjce IB perhaps the firmeft bond to fecare a chear- 
.ful fubmiffion of the people, and to engage . their 
affe^ions to government* It is ndt fufficieot that 
jqaeftions of private right or wrong are juftly de^ 
jcidedy nor that judges are fuperior to the vile- 
xnefy of pecuniary corruption. JefFeriei himfelfy 
.when the court had no intereft, was an upright 
judge* A court of juftice may \>e fubjedl to 
•another fort of bias^ more important and perni« 
cioUSy as it readies beyond the intereft of indivi- 
dualsy and afie6ls the whole community. A jiidge* 
under the influence of government, may be-ho^ 
' ned enough in the deciiion of private caufes, yet 
a traitor to the public. When a victim is marked 
out by the miniflry, this judge will offer himfelf 
to perform the facrifice. He will not fcruple to 
proftitttte his dignity, and betray the fandlity of 
his ofHce, whenever an arbitrary point is to be 
carried for g t, or the refentment of a c— t to 

be gartified. 

Thefe principles and proceedings, odious and 
contemptible as they are, in effed are no lefs in- 
judicious. A wife and generous people are roufed 
by every appearance of oppreffive, unconftitu- 
tional nieafures, whether thofe mcafurcs ai:e fup- 
ported openly by the power of a c — t of jn-ft— ©• 
fjrttdepce and fdf-prcfcrvatiott will oblige tl^ 

moft 



L E T T E. R S.: ij 

noft moderate difpofitions to make common caufe, , 
eycn with a man whofe condud^ they cen/ure, if 
they fee him perfecuted in a way which the real 
fpirit of the laws will not juiUfy. The fads on 
which thefe marks are founded, are too notorious 
to require an application. 

.'This, Sir, is the detail. In .one vl^w behold 
a nation overwhelmed with debt ; her revenues 
wafted; her, tra^e declining;, the . aff<;(£iions of 
her colonies alienated; the duty of the magif* 
tfiite transferred to the foldiefy ; a.gallant army*; 
which never fought unwillingly but againft their 
fellow-fubjedls, mouldering away for want of the 
diredtion of a man of common abilities and (pi* 
tit ; and^ in the laft inftance, the adminiftration . 
of juftice become odious and fufpeded to the, 
>yhole body of the people. This deplorable fcene^ 
admits but of one addition— -that we are go*, 
verned by counfels, from which a reafonabk xnan. 
. can exped no remedy but poifon, no relief but death. ^ 

.. If, by the immediate interpofition of Prpvi-^. 
dence, it .were poffible for u^ to efcape a crifis fo . 
f|jll of terror and defpair, poft^rity will not believe, 
the hiftory of the prefent tinies. They will either., 
conclude that our diftreiTes were imaginary, or^ 
t^at we had the good fortune to be governed by. 
men of acknowledged integrity and wifdom : they 
will not believe it pollible that their anceilors, 
J could' 
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could have farvived, or recovered from (o ckipe«* 
nrte a coRdidon, while a Dakc of G— n was 
Pnnie MiniHer, a Lord N--~ Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, a W-r-th and a H — h Secretaries of 
State, a G— y CemnMDder in Chief, and a ■ •' 
chief criminal Judge of tke kingdom. 
Jan. 21, 1769. JUNIUS. 

LETTER ir. 

90 T»E FRiNTEft OF THB PUBLIC AOTBRTISER* 
S I R, 

jThe kingdom fwarms with fuch nntDbers of 
felonious robbers of private chara£ler and virtue* 
that no honeft or good mam is fafe ; efpecially 
as thefe cowardly bale allaffins fbbin the dark, 
witlont baring the courage, to iign their real 
names to their malevolent and wicked produc* 
dons. A writer, wfko figns himfelf Ji^nios, ift 
the Public Advertifer of the 2 iH iaflant, opens 
the deplorable Situation of his country in a very 
aileding manner; with a pompous parade of his 
candour and decency, he tells us, that we iee 
diiTentions in all parts of the empire, an univer- 
fal fpirit of difbuft and difiatisfa£tion, and a total 
lofs of Tt{pe& towards us in the eyes of foreign 
powen. But this wriier^ with aU his boated 

candour. 
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ur, has not told us tke real caufe of theenli 
hs {o padwtkally eaumcnMtu I &alt take the 
liberty to ezplam the caufe for liziii. Jtmiiis^ and 
luch wrkefs zs himfelf, occafioa all the mifthief 
(RimplaiBcd o^ by falfdf nd salkioafly tradu* 
ciBg the beft ckaciAefs in the kiagdom* For 
wheft oar ddnded people at hane» aad fineiga^ 
tts abroad^ read tke posicmoas and inflammaiofy 
lifaelf tkae se daily pol^iAni witil iinpanity» to 
vilify tboiir who axe any way difliBguiAied hff 
their good qnalitiet aod eminent ' vkt«et : whea 
iJiey find no notice taken of, or icpty given to 
thefe flanderoas&ongiies and pcaa^ tkeir coielofixm 
is, that bo^ the minifiers and tke nation have 
keen finrty dcfcribed p and tkey aA acoordingly. 
I tkhdc it ikciefbie tke dnty of Cfery good cili" 
ssen to ftasd foctk, and endeavour to mdoceiiiaB 
Ike p«blie» when tke eiieft arts are nude nfr of 
lo defame and Uacken tke btigfateft ckoraAeit 
mnong ns. An cnuBcne author affirms it to bo 
afanoft as ciimsnaL to kear a wortky mantradnced^ 
without attempting his jufUficationy as to be the 
author of the adamhy againil kim. For my own 
part, I think it a ibrt of mifprifion of treafi>a 
againU; fociety* No man the»efore who knows 
Load Granby». can poiSbly kear Co good and- 
great a cfaaraacr mofl ritely abofed, withoot » 
imm and jicft m^gnatkm againft this Jomns, 

this 
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this high-'pricft of envy, malice, and all oneha-- 
rhabiencfs, who has endeavoured to facrificc our 
beloved commander in chief at the altars of 
his horrid deities^ Nor is the injury done to hii 
lordfhlp alone, but to the whole nation, which 
may coo foon feel the contempt, and confeqnentl/ 
the attacks of our late enemies, if they can be 
indaced to believe that the peribh, on. whom the 
fkfe ty of theie kingdoms fo much depends, is un- 
equal to his high ftation, and deflitute of tho(e 
qualities which form a. good general. One would 
have thought that his lordftiip^s fervices in the 
caufe of his country,: from the batde of Cullodea 
CO hiB mofb glorious conclufion of the late war» 
might have entitled him to. common refpe6h and 
<leccncy a$ leaft; but this uncandid indecent wri- 
ter has gone foifaras to turn one of the moft ami- 
able men of the age into, a ftupid, unfeeling, and 
ienfelefs. being; pbiieiied indeed of a peribnai 
courage, but void of; diofe e£ential . qualities. 
vy-hich diftinguiih the commander from the com- 
2XT.OI1 foldien . 

A very long, rininteirruptcd, impartial, I will 
.a.<3dj a moSi difintecefted. friendihip with Lord 
Cjjranby» gives me the. right to affirm, that all 
J ti nius's affertions are falfe and fcandaloos. JLord 
C^ranby's courage, though of the brighteft and 
-^^oxoXl iirdent kind, is. among the loweft of his nu^ 

merous 
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irierany good qualities ; he was formed to excel 
in v(zr by nat4ire*s liberality to his mind as well 
as perfon* Educated and inftrudted by his moft 
feM>ble father, and a moft fpirited as well as ex- 
cellent fcholar, the prefent biihop of Bangor^ he 
was trained to the niceft fenfe of honour, and to 
the.trueil and nobleft fort of pride, that of never 
doing or faifering a mean a^lion. A iincere love 
and attachment to his king and country, and to 
their glory, firft impelled him to the field, where 
he never gained aught bat honour. He im- 
paired, through his bounty, his own fortune ; for 
his bounty, which this writer would in vain de^ 
predate, is founded upon the nobleft of the hu- 
man afFe^ons, it flows from a heart melting to 
goodnefs from the moft refined humanity. Can a 
man, who is deicribed as unfeeling, and void of 
refle&ion, be conilantJy employed in feeking pro- 
per objeds on whom to exercife thofe glorious 
virtues of compaffion and generofity^ The diA 
trefled officer, thefoldier, the widow, the orphan, 
and a long lift befides, know that vanity has 
no ihare in his frequent donations; he gives, 
becaufe he feels their diftrefles. Nor has he ever 
been rapacious with one hand to be bountiful with 
the other; yet this uocandid Junius would infi- 
nuate, that the dignity of the commander in chief 
is depraved into the bafe oiffice of a commiffioa 
C broker 
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broker; that is, Lord Granby bargains for tht 
fale of commiffions ; for it mud have this mean- 
ing, if it has any at all. But where it the man 
living who can juftly charge his lordihip with 
fuch mean pradtices ? Why does not Junius pro- 
duce him? Junius knows that he has no other 
means of wounding this hero, than from feme 
xniflile weapon, fhot from an obfcure cornet : 
He feeks, as ail fuch defamatory writers do, 
* ' f f^^g^^^ 'Voces 



In Vulgum amhiguas * 

to raife fufpicion in the minds of the people, fiat I 
hope that my countrymen will be no longer im- 
pofed upon by artful and deiigning men, en' by 
wretches, who, bankrupts in budnefs, in fame, 
and in fortune, mean nothing more than to in* 
volve this country in the fame common ruin 
with themftlves. Hence it is, that they are 
tonftantly aiming their dark and too often fatal 
weapons agaiaft thofe who ftand forth as the 
bulwark of our national fafety. Lord Granby 
was too conipicuons a mark not to be their ob« 
je^. He is next attacked for being unfaithful to 
his promises and engagements: Where are Ju* 
niui's proofs ? Although I could give ibme in- 
itahces, where a breach of promife would be t, 
virtue, efpecially in the cafe of thofe who would 
pervert the opea»iinfttfpe3ing moments of convivial 

mirth ^ 
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mirth, into fly, infiduous applications for prefer- 
nient, or party fyftems, and would endeaironr to 
furprife a good man, who cannot bear to fee any 
one leave him diflatisiied, into unguarded pro*- 
miies. L-— d G— by's attention to his own fa- 
mily and relations is called felfifli. Had he not 
attended to them, when fkir and juft opportnni'- 
ties prefented themfelves, I fhould have thought 
him unfeeling, and void of refledion indeed. 
How are any man's friends or relations to be 
provided for, but from Che influence and protec- 
tion of the patron ? It is unfair to fuppofe that 
Lord Granby's friends have not as much merit as 
the friends of any other great man : If he is ge- 
nerous at the public expence, as Junius invidi- 
ouily calls it, the public is at no more expence 
for his lordfiiip's friends, than it would be if anf 
other fetof men pofTefled thole offices. The charge 
is ridiculous! 

The laft charge againft Lord Granby is of a 
moft ferious and alarming nature indeed. Junius 
ftfTerts, that the army is mouldering away for 
Vfznt of the direction of a man of common kbili- 
ties and fpirit. The prefoit condition of tht 
army gives the diredeft lie to his afferttons. Vt 
was never upon a more refpedable footing with 
regard to difcipline^ and all the cflentiah that can 
form good folditrs. Lord Ligonier delivered a 
C 2 firm 
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firm and noble palladiam of oar fafeties into (.drd 
Granby's hands^ who has kept it in the fame good 
order in which he received it. The ftrideft care. 
has been taken to fill up the vacant commifiions^ 
with fuch gentlemen as have the glory of their 
anceftors to fupport, as well as their own, and 
are doubly bonnd to the caufe of their king and 
country, from motives of private property, as 
well as public fpirit. The adjutant-general, who 
has the immediate care of the troops after Lord 
Gran by, is an officer who woald do great honour 
to any fervice in Europe, for his corred arrange- 
anentSi good fenfe and difcernment upon all oc- 
cafidns, and for a pundluality and precifioA which 
give the moft entire fatisfaflion to all who 
are obliged to confult him. The reviewing ge- 
nerals, who infped the army twice a year, have 
been feleded with the greateft care, and have an- 
fwered the important truft repofed in them in the 
2noft laudable manner. Their reports of the 
condition of the army are much more to be cre- 
dited than thofe of Junius, whom I do advife, to 
atone for his fhameful afperfions, by aiking^ par- 
don of Lord Granby and the whole kingdom, 
whom he has offended by his abominable fcandals. 
In ihort^ to turn Junius's own battery againfl 
him, I muft afiert, in his own words, ** that he 
has given firong afiertions without proof, decla- 
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mation without argameht, and violent cenfores 
without dignity or moderation." 
Jan. 26, 1769. 

WILLIAM DRAPER* 



L E T T E R m. 

TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, KtflGT OF 
THE BATH. 

S I R, 

JL our defence of Lord G— y docs honour to the 
goodncfs of your heart. You feel, as you ought 
to do, for the reputation of your friend, and you 
exprefs yourfelf in the warmeft language of the 
paflions. In any other caufe, I doubt not, yoa 
would have cautioufly weighed the confequences 
of committing your name to the licentious dif- 
courfes and malignant opinions of die world. 
But here, I prefiime, you thought it would be a 
breach of friendfhip to lofe one moment in 
coniiilting your unfterdanding ; as if an appeal 
to the public were no more than a military 
coup de maint where a brave man has no rules to 
foliowy but the didates of his courage. Touched 
'with your generofity, I freely forgive the excefles 
C 5 into 
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into wUch it has led yoa ; aad, far frooi yefiml* 
tng thofe terms of reproach, wbichy conftderitg 
that you are an advocate for decorum, yqii have 
hta{>ed upon roe rather too liberally, I place them 
to the account of an honeft unrefleding indigna- 
tion, in which your cooler judgment and natural 
politenefs had no c'oncern. I approve of the 
ipirit, with which yon have given yonr name to 
the public; and, if it were a proof of any thing 
%vtt fpirit, I ihould have thought myfelf bound to 
follow your example. I flioold have hoped that 
even my name might carry fome authority with it» 
if I had not feen how very little weight or con- 
iideratioA a printed paper receives even from the 
refpe^ble iignature of Sir William Draper. 

You begin with a general aflertion» thajt writers^ 
fuch as I ami are the real caufe of all the public 
evils we complain of. And do you really think* 
Sir William, that the licentious pen of a poiiticaJ 
writer is able to produce fiicb important eSe&s i 
A little caltA lefledion might have ihewn yoit» 
ahat national calamities do not m& from the de^ 
fcription, but frojn the real ckuaH&t and conduft 
of minUlers. Tq have fupponed your a&rtion, 
you (hould have proved that the preknt nunifb^ 
are unqu/efiionabiy the i^/i and rigbt^ cbara^ra 
of the kingdom 2 and that» if the afeaioos 6f 
the colonics have beeo aliona^^ if Corfica has 

been' 
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been fhamefuliy abandooedy if commerGe Ian« 
goiftety if public credit is threatened with a new 
debty and your own Manilla ranfom moft difho- 
nourably given op, it has all been owing to the 
malice of political writers, who ^U\ not fuffer 
iht bed and hrightt^ of chars^ers {meaning ftill 
the prefent miniftry) to take a fingle right ftep 
for the faonoar or intenft of the nation. Bill it 
feetnB yon were a iittte trader of coming to par-^ 
ticalars. Your conicience tniinuattd to yov, chat 
it would be prudent 'to leave the chara^rs of 
G— n, N^th, H^gh, W~th, and. M^d^ 
to^ft for themiehres; and trely. Sir WiUiani* 
the part you hmfi 'undertaken is at lead as much 
as yoQ are equal to. 

. Without diluting Lonl G*--* s courage, we are 
yet to learn in what artidcs of military know* 
ledge nature has. been ib very liberal to his mind. 
If yoQ have fervcd with him, you ought to have 
pointed out £bme inftances of able difpofuion and 
well-concerted enterpriscc, which might fairly be 
attributed to his capacity as a general. It is you. 
Sir WilUaim, who make your iviend appear auk* 
ward and ridiculoos, by giving him. a laced fult 
pf .tawdry quaiiiicationSi which nature nevier in- 
tended him to wear. 

You fay, he has acquired nothing bat honour in 

the field. Is the Ordnance nothing ? Are the 

C 4 Blues 
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Blaes nothing ? Is the coniiiiand of the army; . 
with all the patronage annexed to it, nothing ? 
Where he got thefe nothings I know not ; but you 
at lead ought to have told us where he deferved 
them. 

As to bis .boonty» compaffion, &c. it would 
have been but little to the purpofe, though yoa 
had proved all that you have afierted. 1 meddle 
with nothing but his charader as c— -r in ch — - ; 
and though I acquit him of the bafenefs . of iel- 
ling commiffionsy I ftill affert that his miHtary 
cares have never extended beyond the difpofal of 
vacancies ; and I am juftified by the complaints 
of the whole army» when I fay that» in this dii^ 
tribution, he confults nothing .but p^^y interefts^ 
or the gratification of his immediate dependants » 
As to his fervile fubmiffion to the reigning mini- 
flry, let me a{k» whether he did not defert the 
caufe of the whole army, when he fufiered Str 
Jeffery Amherft to be facrificed^ and what fhare ' 
he had in recalling that officer to the fervice* 
Bid he not betray the juft intereft of the army* 
in permitting Lord P— y to have a regiment f 
and does he not at this moment give up all cha» 
rafter and dignity as a gentleman, in receding 
from his own repeated declarations in favour of 
Mr. Wilkes- 



lo 



LETTERS. «5 

In the two next articles t think we are agreed. 
You candidly admit» that he often makes fnch 
proinifes as it is a virtue in him to violate, and 
that no man is more affiduous to provide for his 
relations at the public expence. I did not urge 
the laft as an abfolute vice in his difpoiition, but 
to prove that a carelefs difinterefted fpirit is no part 
of his charader ; and as to the other, I de£re it 
may be remembered, that / never defcended to the 
indecency of inquiring into his amvitnal hours* 
It is you. Sir William Draper, who have taken 
pains to repreient your friend in the charaAer of 
a drunken landk)rd, who deals out his promifes 
as liberally as his liquor, and will fuffer no man 
to leave his table either forrowful or ibber. None 
but an intimate friend, who muft frequently have 
feen him in theie unhappy, difgraceful moments* 
could have defcribed him fo well. 

The lail charge, of the negled of the army, is 
indeed the mdft material of all. I am ibrry to 
tell yov. Sir William, that, in this article, your 
fktUt fad is falfe, and as there is nothing more 
painful to me than to give a direft contradidion 
to a gentleman of your appearance, I could wiih 
that, in your future publications, you would pay 
a.greater attention to the truth of your premifes, 
before you fuffer your genius to hurry you to a 

con- 
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condofion. Lord Ligonier did wtt deliver the 
anny (wiuch ycm» in clafficai laogaage* are 
pleafed to call a palladium) iato Lord G<**-b7's 
bands. It was taken ham kiai, mach againft 
Us inclination 9 fome two or three years be-» 
fore Lord G'^y was commander in cbief. As 
to the ftate of the army» 1 ibotild be glad to know 
where yon have received your intelligence. Was ia 
in the rooms at Bath» or at your retreat at Clifton ? 
The reports of reviewing generals comprehend 
only a iosr regiments in England, which* as they 
are immediately under the royal iafpeflioHy are 
perhaps in fome tolerable order. fiuC do yoa 
know any thing of the troops in the Weftrladi^, 
the Mediterranean* and North America* to fay 
fliotfiiiig of a whole army afaiblately ruined in 
Ireland ? Inquire a little into h&Bf 6ir Wiiliam* 
before you publiih your next panegyric upon 
Lord Gr— y, and belieye me you will £nd there 
is a fault at head-qaarters, which eVen th^ ac* 
knowledged care and abilities of the ad}utant-i> 
general cannot corre^b 

Permit me now* Sir William, to addrefs myfelf 
personally to you* by way of thanks for the ho* 
fionr of your correfpoodence. Yoa are by no 
incans undeserving of notice ; and it may be of 
confequence even to Lord G«— y to have it detert- 

mined. 
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mittcdy whetker or no the iiian» who has prstfed 
him ib laviihiy» be himfelf defcrving of prai&. 
When you returned to Europe, you zealooily uht 
dcrtook the caofe of that gallant army, by who/e 
bravery at Manilla your own fortune had been 
eilablifhed. You complained, yon threatened, 
you even appealed to the public in print. By 
what accident did it happen, that in the midftof 
all this buftle, and all thefe clamours for juilice to 
your injulred troops, the name of the Manilla 
ranibm was fuddenly buried in a profound, and, 
iince that time, an uninterrupted filence f Did 
the mtiiiftry fuggeft any motives to you* fbong 
enough to tempt a man of honour to defint and 
betray the caaft of his feiloar^foldiers ? Was it 
that blnlhing ribband, which is now the perpe* 
tual ornament of your perfon? or was it that 
regiment, which yon afterwards (a thing unpre* 
cedented among foldiers) fiald to colonel Gif« 
borne ? or was it that government, the full pay 
of -which you are contented to hold, with the 
half-pay of an Irifh colonel? And do you now, 
after a retreat not very like that of Scipio, pre« 
fame to intrude yourlelf, unthought of, uncalled 
for, upon the patience of the public ? Are your 
flatteries of the c«-^r in ch«-^ directed to another 
gegimcnx, which you may again difpofe of on the 

{amc 
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fiune honourable terms ? We know your pmdencc. 
Sir William y and I fhoold be forry ta Hop ycmf 
preferment. 

JUNIUS. 



LETTER IV- 
TO JUNIUS, 

SI R, 

1 Received Junius's favour laft night; he Is de- 
termined to keep his advantage by the help of his 
malk ; it is an excellent protection, it ha^ faved 
many a man from an untimely end. But whern- 
ever he will be honeft enough to lay it zMc, ai^ow 
himfelf, and produce the face which has fo long 
lurked behind it, the world will be able to jvidgc 
of his motives for writing fuch infamous invec- 
tives. His real name will difcover his freedom 
and independency, or his fervility to a faction, 
Difappointed ambition, refentment for defeated 
hopes, and deAre of revenge, aflbmc but too 
often the appearance of public fpirit ; hot he his 
defigns wicked or charitable, Junius ^ould learn 
that it is poffible to condemn meafures, without a 
barbarous and criminal outrage againA men. Ju- 
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nius delights to mangle carcafea with a hatchet ; 
his language and inftrument have a great con« 
nexion with Clare-markety and, to do him juftice, 
he handles his weapon moft admirably. One 
would imagine he had been taught to throw it by 
the favages of America. It is therefore high 
time for me to ftep in once more to ihield my 
friend from this mercilefs weapon, although I 
may be wounded in the attempt. But I muft fitft 
a(k Junius, by what forced analogy and conflruc- 
tion the moments of convivial mirth are made to 
£gnify indecency, a violation of engagements, a 
drunken landlord, and a defire that every one in 
company Ihould be drunk likewife ? He muH have 
culled all the flowers of St« Giles's and Bil- 
lingfgate to have . produced fuch a piece of 
oratory. Here the hatchet defcends with ten* 
fold vengeance ; but, alas ! it hurts no one but 
its mailer ! For Junius muft not think to put 
woitls into my monthj that feem too foul even for 
his own. 

My friend's political engagements I kuQw not, 
fo cannot pretend to explain them^ or aflert their 
conliftency. I know not whether Junius be con- 
ildet^ble enough to belong to any party ; if h^ 
ihould be fb, can he affirm that he has always 
adhered to one fet of men and meafures ? Is he 
fore that he has never fided with thofe whom he 

was 
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vfZi firft hired to abufe? Has he never abufed 
thofe he was hired to praife ? To fay the truths 
moft men's politics fit much too loofely. about 
them. But as my friend's military charader was 

. the chief objedl that engaged me in this contro- 
verfy, to that I (hall return. 

Junius nfks what inftances my friend hasT given 
of his military (kill and capacity as a general f 
When and where he gained his honour ? When 
he deferved his emoluments ? The united voice of 
the army which ferved under him> the glorious 
teftimony of prince Ferdinand, and of vanquiihed 
tnetates, all Germany will tell him. Junius re^ 
peats tht complaints of the army againft p— -y in* 
fiuende. I love the army too well, not to wilh 

. chat ftlch influence were lefs. Let Junius point 
out the time when it has not prevailed. It was 
of the leall force in the time of that great man» 
the late duke of Cui^erland, who, as a prince 
of the bl6od, was able ^s well as willing to ftem 
a torrent which would have overborn any private 
fubjed. In time of war this influence is fmall. 
In peace, when discontent and fadion have the 
fared means to operate, efpecially in this country, 
and when, from a fcarctty of public fplrit, xht 
wheels of govemmelit are rarely moved, but 
by the power and force of obligations, its weight 
is always too great.. Yet, if this infhience at 

prcfcnt 



prefent has done no greater harm than the placing 
Earl Percy at the head of a regiment, I do not 
think that either the rights or beft interefts of the 
army are facrificed and betrayed, or the nation 
undone. Let me a& Junius, if he knows any 
one nobleman in the army, who has had a regi- 
ment by feniority ? I feel myfelf happy in feeing 
young noblemen of illaHrions name and great 
property come among us. They are an additional 
fecurity to the kingdom from foreign or domefHc 
Slavery. Junius needs not be told, that ihould 
the time ever come, when this nation is to be de^ 
fended only by thofe, who have nothing more to 
lofe than their arms and their pay, its danger will 
be great indeed. A happy mixture of men of qua- 
lity with foldiers of fortune is always to be wished 
for. But the main point is ftill to be contended 
for, I mean the difcipline and condition of the 
army, and I mnft ftill maintain > ^ough contradidled 
by Junius, that it was never upon a mors refped^ 
able footing, as to 4II the eiSentials that can form 
good foldiers, than it is at preient. Junius is 
forced to allow that our army at home may be 
in (omt tc^rable order ; yet how kindly does he 
invite our late enemies to the invafion of Ireland, 
by alTuring them that the army in that kingdom 
is totally ruined \ (The colonels of that army 
are moch obliged to him) I have too great an 

opinion 
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opinion of the military talents of the lord lieute- 
nant, and of all their diligence and capacity, to 
believe it. If from ibme flrange, unaccountable 
fatality, the people of that kingdom cannot be 
induced to confult their own fecurity, by.fuch an 
elFe^ual augmentation, as may enable the troops 
there to aft with power and eijergy, is the com- 
mander in chief here to blame,? Or is he to 
blame, becaufe the troops in the Mediterranean, 
in the Wefl-Indies, in America, labour under 
^reat difficulties from the fcarcity of men, which 
is but too viiible all over thefe kingdoms ! Many 
of our forces are in climates unfavourable to Bri- 
ti(h conftitutions, their lofs is in proportion, 
B/kflin muil recruit all thefe regiments from her 
own emaciated bofom, or, more precariouily, by 
Catholkks from Ireland. We are likewife fub- 
jeft to tne fatal drains to the Eafi: Indies, to Se- 
negal, 2Uid the alarming emigrations of our peo- 
ple to other countries : Such depopulation can 
only be .repaired by a long peace, or by fomc 
feniible iill of naturaliaiation. 

I muft now take the liberty to talk to Junius on 
my own account. He is pleafed to tell me that 
he addrefTes himfelf to me perfonally^ I ihall be 
glad to fee him. It is his imperfonality that I com- 
plain of, and his Invifible attacks ; for his dagger 
in the ak is only to be regarded^ becaufe one can- 
not 
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Dot fee the hand which holds it ; but had It not 
woanded other people more deeply than myfelf, I 
fhould not have obtruded myfelf at all on the pa* 
tience of the public. 

Mark how a plain tale (hall put him down, 
and transfufe the blafh of my ribband into his • 
own cheeks. Junius tells me, that at my retarny 
I zealoufly undertook the caufe of the gallant 
army, by whofe bravery at Manilla my own for- 
tunes were eftabliihed ; that 1 complained, that 
I even appealed to the public. I did fo ; I glory 
in having done fo, as I had an undoubted right 
to vindicate my own character, attacked by a 
Spaniih memorial, and to affert the rights of my 
brave companions. I glory likewife, that I have 
never taken up my pen, but to vindicate the in- 
jured. Junius afks by what accident did it hap- 
pen, that in the midil of all this buftlc, and all 
the clamours for Juftice to the injured troops, the 
Manilla ran(bm was fuddenly buried in a profound^ 
and, iince that time, an uninterrupted iilence ? £ 
will explain the caufe to the public. The feverat 
minifters who have been employed Cmce that time 
have been very defirous to do juftice from two 
moil laudable motives, a flrong inclination to 
affift injured bravery, and to acquire a well-de- 
fenred popularity to themfelves. Their eilbrtt 
have been in vain. Some were ingenuous enough 
D to 
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to own, that diey could not think of involving 
this difh-eiTed nation into another war for our pri- 
vate concerns. In (hort, our rights for the pre- 
fent, are facrificed to national convenience ^ and 
I muft Gonfefsy that although I mzy lofe five-and- 
twenty thoufand pounds by their acquiefcence to 
this breach of faith in the Spaniards, X think they 
are in the right to tesnpori:^, coniidering the cri^ 
tical filuation of this country, convulsed in every 
part by poiibn infuied by anonymous, wicked^ 
and incendiary writers. Lord Shelburne will do 
me the jufiice to own, that, in September l4&y t 
waited upon him with a joint memorial from the 
admiral Sir S. Corniih and myfelf, in behalf of 
our injured companions.. His lordihip was as 
frank upon the occasion as other fecretaiies had 
been before him. He did not deceive us by giv- 
lag any immediate hopes of relief. 

Junius would bafely infinuate, that my fiknce 
may have been purchafed by my government, by 
my Hufifing ribband, by my regiment, by the 
&Ie of t||^t regiment, and hy half-pzy as an Iriih 
colonel. 

His Majefty was pleafed to give me my govern- 
ment, for my fervice at Madras. I had my iirft 
raiment tn 1757^ Upon my rettim from Ma- 
ntUa, his Majefly, by Lord Egremont, imformtd 
me, that I fiiould have the firfi vacant red i^band, 

as 
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^ a reward for many ferVices ia an enterprize, 
which I had planned as well as executed. The 
«lake of Bedford and Mn Greii?i]le confirmed thofe 
afTurances many months before the Spaniards had 
protefted the ranfom bills. To accommodate 
Lord Clive> then going upon a moft important 
lervice to Bengal, I waved my claim to the va- 
cancy which then happened. As there was no 
other vacancy antil the duke of Grafton and Lord 
Rockingham were joint minifters* I was then ho- 
Aoured with the order, and it is fnrely no fmali 
hononr to me, that in fuch a faccefllon of mini^ 
ilers, they were all pleafed to think that I had de« 
Served it; in my favour they were all united. 
Upon the redudion of the 79th regiment, which 
had ferved fo glorioafly in the Eaft-Jndies, his 
Majefty, unfolicited by me, gave me the i6th of 
a foot as an equivalent. My motives €ot retiring 
afterwards arc foreign to the purpose ; let it fuf* 
fice, that his Majefty was pleafed to approve of 
them ; they are fuch as no man can think inde^ 
cent, who knows the (hocks that repeatea viciffi* 
thtdeu of heat and cold, of dangerous and fickly 
climates, will give to the beft conftitutions in a 
pretty long courfe of Service. I refigned my 
regiment to colonel Gifborne, a very good officer)^ 
for his half-pay, 1200 1« Iri(h annuity ; fo that, 
according to Junias, I have been bribed to fay 
X) 2 nothing 
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nothing more of the Manilla ranfbin, and facri-* 
ficc thofe brave men by the ftrange avarice of ac- 
cepting three hundred and eighty pounds per 
ann. and giving up eight hundred I If this be 
bribery, is it not the bribery of thefe times. As 
to my flattery, thofe who know me will judge of 
of it. By the afperity of Junius's ftile, I cannot 
indeed call him a flatterer, unlefs he be as a 
cynick or a mailifF ; if he wags his tail, he will flill 
growl, and long to bite. The public will now 
judge of the credit that ought to be given to 
Junius's writings, from the falflties that he has 
infmuated with refpedl to myfclf. 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 

LETTER V. 

TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, KNIGHT OF THE 
BATH. 

SIR, 

I Should juftly be fufpefted of a£ting upon mo- 
tives of more than common enmity to Lord 
G — y, if I continued to give you frefh materia^ 
or occaiion for writing in his defence* Individ a-> 
als who hate, and the public who defpife, have 
read your letters, Sir William, with infinitely 
more fatisfadlion than mine, ynfbrtunately for 

him 
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him* his reputadon, like that unhappy country to 
which you refer me for his laft military atchieve- 
ments, has fuffered more by his friends than his 
enemies. In mercy to him, let us drop the fub« 
jcft. For my own part, I willingly leave it to 
the public to determine whether your vindication 
of your friend has been as able and judicious, as 
it was certainly well intended ; and you, I think, 
may be fatisfied with the warm acknowledgments 
he already owes yon for making him the principal 
figure in a piece, in which but for your amicable 
aififtance, he might have pafTed without particular 
notice of diflin^tion. 

In juilice to your friends, let your future la* 
hours be confined to the care of your own reputa- 
tion. Yonr declaration, that you are happy in 
feeing young noblemen come amcng usy is liable to 
two objeftions. With refpeft to Lord P — y, it 
means nothing, for he was already in the army. 
He was aid de camp to the King, and had the 
rank of colonel. A regiment therefore could not 
make him a more military roan, though it made 
him richer, and probably at the expence at fome 
brave, deferving, friendlefs officer. — The other 
concerns yourfelf. After felling the companions 
of your vidlory in one inftance, ^nd after felling 
your profeffion in the other, by what authority do 
yon prefume to call yourfelf a foldier ? The plaia 
... D 3 evidence 
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evidence of && is fnperior to all declaratxoirs* 
Before you were appointed to the i6th regimeat, 
your complaiats were a diftrefs to government ;-— ^ 
from that moment you were ftlent. The eonclo* 
fion is inevitable. You infinuate to its that your 
ill ftate of health obliged yon to quit the fervioe* 
The retirement neceflary to repair a broken con- 
jftitution would have been as good a rea£>n for not 
accepting^ as for xcfigning the command of a 
regiment. There is certainly an error of the 
pre{5» or an afiefted obfcurity in that paragraph, 
where you fpeak of your bargain with colonel 
Gifl>orne. Inilead of attempting to aafwer what 
I really do not underftand» permit me to explain 
to the public what I really know. In exchange 
for your regiment, yon accepted of a coloael'a 
half-pay (at leaft 220 1. a year) and an annuity of 
200 1. for your own and lady Draper's life jointly. 
-«— And this is the lofing bargain, which yois 
woold reprefent to us, as if you had given up an 
income of 800 1. a year for 380 1 ? Was it decent, 
was it honourable, in a man who pretends to 
love the army, and calls himfelf a ibidier, to 
make a traffic of the royal favour, and to turn the 
highefl honour of an active prpfeffion into a fordid 
provifion for himfelf and his family? It were un- 
worthy of me to prefi you farther. The con- 
tempt with which the whole army heard of the 

xaanncr 
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manner of y<Hurretreat» aflnres me, that as your 
coadtt^ was not joitified by precedent, it will 
jievex' be thought an example for imitation. 

The laft and moil important qaeftion remains. 
When yott receive your half-pay, do you, or do 
you not, take a folemn oath, or ilgn a declara- 
tion upon honour to the following eifeft ? Thai 
yeu do . not aduaify bold any flact rf profit ^ civil or 
miliiaryt undtr bis Majefy, The charge which 
the queflion plainly conveys againft you, is of fo 
ihocking a' complexion, that I iincerely wifh you 
nay be able to anfwer it well, not merely for the 
<x)loar of yoar reputation, but for your own in- 
ward peace of mind, JUNIUS. 

P. S. I had determined to leave the C-— r in 
Ch^- in the quiet .enjoyment of his friend and 
his bottle; but Titus deferves an anfwer, and 
and he ihall have a complete one. 

LETTER VJ. , 

TO JUNIUS. 

S I R, 

.1 Have a very ihort anfwer for Junius's important 
queftioq : I do not either take an oath, or declare 
upon honour, that I have no place of profit civil or 
•military* when I receive the half-pay as an Irifh 
D 4 colonel* 
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colonel. My moft gracioas Sovereign gives it 
me i)s a penfion ; he was pleafed to chink I de- 
ferved it. The annuity of 200 1. Iriftiy and the 
equivalent for the half-pay together, piodiices no 
jnore than 3 So 1. per annum, clear of fees and 
perquifites of office. I receive 167 1. from my 
government of Yarmouth. Total 547 1. per 
•annum. My confcience is much at eafe in theie 
particulars ; my friends need not bluih for me. 

Junius makes much and frequent uie of inter- 
jrogations: they are arms that may be ea£ly 
turned againft himfelf. I could, by malicious 
interrogation, diflnrb the peace of the -moil vir- 
tuous man in the kingdom ; I could take the de- 
calogue, and fay to one man. Did you never 
. fteal ? To the next. Did you never commit mur* 
der f And to Junius himfelf, who is putting my 
life and conduct to the rack. Did you never bear 
falfe witnefs againft thy neighbour ? Junius mttft 
eafily fee, that unlefs he affirms to the contrary 
in his real name, fome people who may be as ig- 
norant of him as I am, will be apt to fufped him 
of having deviated a little from the truth : there- 
fore let Junius aJc no more queilions.. You bite 
againfl a file : ceafe viper. W. D. 



LET. 



[ 41 ] 
LETTER Vlf. 

TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, KNIOHT OP THt 
BATH. 

SIR, 

An academical education has given yon an un- 
limited command over the moft beautiful figures 
of fpeech. Mafks, hatchets, racks, and vipers 
dance through your letters in all the mazes of meta- 
phorical confiifion. Thefe are the gloomy com- 
panions of a diJ[lurbed imagination ; the melan- 
choly madnefs of poetry, without the infpiration* 
I will not contend with you in point of compoii- 
tion. You are a fcholar. Sir William, and, if I 
am truly informed, you write Latin with almofl 
as much purity as Englifh. SuiFer me then, for 
J am a plain unlettered man, to continue that 
flile of interrogation, which fuits my capacity, 
and to which, coniidering'the readinefs of your 
anfwers, yon ought to have no objedion. Even 
Mr. Bingley promifes to anfwer, if put to the 
torture* 

• Do you then really think that, if I were to 
aik a mofi 'virtuous man whether he ever committed 
theft, or murder, it would difturb his peace of 
mind ? Such a queftion might perhaps difcompofe 

the 
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the gravity of his mufcles, but I believe it woold 
littJe aiFeft the traoquillity pf hi* coefcii^ce. Ex- 
amine your own breaft, Sir William* and you 
ffiil d^oyer, that reproaches and enquiries have 
now power to a/Hid either the man of unble^ 
mifhed integrity or the abondoned profligate. It 
is the middle compound chara£ler which alone is 
vulnerable; the man» who» without ikmners 
f nough to avoid a diihonourable adion, has feel- 
ing enough to be aOiamed of it* 

I thank you for the hint of the decalogue, and 
fhall take an opportunity of applying it to fome 
of your moil virtuous friends in both houfes of 
parliament. 

You feem to have dropped the affair of your 
regiment ; fo let it reft. When you are appointed 
to another, I dare fay you will ^ot fell it either 
for a grofs fum, or for any annuity upon lives. 

I am truly glad (for really, Sir William, I am 
jiot your enemy, nor did I begin this conteil with 
you) that you have been able to clear yourfelf of 
a crime, though at the expence of the higheft in- 
difcrction. You fay that your half-pay was given 
you by way of penfion. I will not dwell upon 
(he Angularity of uniting in your own perfon two 
forts of proviiion, which in their own nature, and 
in all military and parliamentary, views, are in- 
compatible } but I call upon you to juftify that 

declaration 
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declaradon, wherein you charge your — *— with 
having dbiie an ad in your favour notorioally 
againft law. The half-pay, both in Ireland and 
England, is appropriated by parliament; and if 
It be given to perfons, who, like yon, are legally 
incapable of holding it, it h a breach of law. 
It woiild'hare been more decent in you to have 
called this diflionourable tninfkdtion by its trne 
ftame; a job to accommodate two perfon$> by 
particular intereft and management at the caflle. 
What fenfe muft government have had of your 
iervfces, when the rewards they have given you 
are only a difgrace to you ! 

And now, Sir William, I (hall take my leave 
of yoa for ever. Mociws, very different from any 
apprehenfion of your reientment, make it impof- 
fible you ihould ever know met. In truth, yoa 
have fome reafoa to hold yourfelf indebted to me* 
From the leflbns I have given, you may colledt a 
profitable inftru^on for your future life. They 
will either teach yon fo to regulate your condu6k,as 
to be able to iet the moft malicious inquiries at de- 
fiance ; or, if that be a loft hope, they will teach 
you prudence enough not to attra£k the public at- 
tention upon a character, which will only pais 
without cenfure, when it paflcs without obfenration* 

JUNIUS. 

LET. 
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LETTER VIII. 

TO THE D OF G ■ 



MY LORD, 

Before you were placed at the head of affairs, it 
had been a maxim of the Engliih government, 
not unwillingly admitted by the people, that 
every ungracious or fevere exertion of the prero- 
gative fhould be placed to the account of the 
Minifter ; but that whenever an &&, of grace or 
benevolence was to be performed, the whole merit 
of it (hould be attributed to the Sovereign hkn- 
felf. It was a wife dodrine, my Lord, and equally 
advantageous to the King and to his fubjeds^ 
for while it preferved that fufpicious attention, 
with which the people ought always to examine 
the condud of minifters, it tended at the fame 
time rather to increafe than diminiih their attach- 
ment to the perfon of their Sovereign. 1£ there 
be not a fatality attending every meafure you are 
concerned in, by what treachery, or by what ex* 
cefs of folly has it happened, that thofe ungraci* 
ous adb, which have diilinguifhed your admini-- 
ftration, aiid which I doubt not were entirely your 
own, (hould- carry with them a ilrong appearance 
of perfond intercft, and even of perfonal enmity 

in 
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in a quarter, where no fach intereft or enmity can 
be fup'pofed to exift, without the higheft injuftice 
and the higheft diOionour ? On the other hand, 
by what judicious management have you contrived 
it^ that the only ad of mercy* to which you 
ever advifed your , far from adding to the 

luHre of a charader truly gracious and benevo* 
lent, ihould be received with univerfal difappro* 
bation and difguft ? I ihall coniider it as a mi&i* 
fterial meafure, becaufe it is an odious one, and 
as your meafure, my Lord d-— e, becaufe you are 
the minifler. 

As long as the trial of this chairman was de» 
pending, it-was natural enough chat government 
fhoold give him every poffible encouragement and 
fupport. The honourable fervice for which he 
was hired, and the ipirit with which he performed 
it, made a common caufe between your Grace and 
him. The miniver, who by fecret corruption in-' 
vades the freedom of eledions, and the ruffian, 
who by open violence deftroys that freedom, are 
embarked in the fame bottom. They have the 
fame intereAs, and mutually feel for each other* 
To do juHice to your Grace's humanity, yon felt 
for Mac Quirk as you ought to do, and if you 
had been contented to afliil; him indire&ly, with- 
out a notorious denial of juftice, or openly in- 
fultittg the fenfe of the nation, you might have 

fatis- 
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fatisfiei tvtry duty of pblfticjtl friendihip, withoat 
committing the honourof yoar— — , or hazard- 
ing the reputation of his government. Bat tvhen 
this unhappy man had been foiemnly tried, con- 
victed and condemned;-— when it appeared that 
fee had been frequently empioyed in the fanUe fcr- 
vices, and that no excofe for him could be drawn 
either from the innocence of his former life, ot 
the fimplicicy of his chara^er, was it not hazard* 
lag too much to intcrpofc the ftrcngth of the pre-^ 
rogative between this felon and the juftice of hid 
country ? You ought to have known that an ex- 
ample of this fort was never fo neceflary as atprc- 
fent ; and certainly yon muft have known that 
the lot could not have fallen upon a more guilty 
object. What fyftcm of government is this ? 
You are perpetually complaining of the riotous 
difpoiition of the lower dafs of people, yet when 
the laws have given you the means of making 
an example, in every (enfe unexceptionable, and 
by far the moft likely to awe the multitude, yoff 
pardon the offence, and are not afhamed to give 
the fan^ion of government to the riots you com- 
plain of, and even to future morder«» You are 
partial perhaps to the military mode of execution, 
and had rather fee a fcore of thefe wretches butch- 
ered by the guards, than one of them fuffer death 
by regular coarfc of law. How docs it happen, 

ay 
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my Lord, thiit, in ymr hands, even tae mercy of 
the prerogative is cruelty and oppreffion to the 
fubjea. 

The meafure it feens was (b extraordinary^ diat 
you thought it necejBary to give fome reaibns far it 
to the public« Let them be fairly examinGd« 

I. Yon iky tbrn Mejffrs. Br$mfold auk Btartimg 
nvere nat neamtMul at Mac Quirk's triaL I will tell 
your Grace why they were not. They amft have 
been examined upon oath ; and it was forefeen, 
that thei^ evidence would either not benefit, or 
might be prejudicial to the prifimer. Otherwiie^ 
is it conceivable that his couniel fhould negled to 
call in £udt material evidence ? 

Yoo fay that Mr, Foote did mt fie the deceafii 
until afitr ids death. A forgeon, my Lord, nmft 
know very little of his profeffion, if, upon eza«> 
miiiiag a woanxi, or a coatufion, he cannot deter* 
•mine whether it was mortal or not. — While the 
party is alive^ a fnrgeon will be cautious of pro- 
nouncing ; whereas by the death of the patii»it> 
he is enabled to coniider both caufe and effed in 
one view, and to (peak with a certainty coafiraied 
hy experience. 

Yet we are to thank your Grace for the eda- 
bliihment of a new tribunal. Your in^uifito foft 
mortem^ is unknown to the laws of England, and 
4loes honour to your invention. The only mate- 
rial 
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rial objeAibn to it is, that if Mr. Foot*s evidence 
was infufficienty becaufe.he did not examine the 
wound till after the death of the party, much lefs 
tan a negative opinion, given by gentlemen who 
never* faw the body of Mr.. Clarke, either before 
or after his deceafe, authorife you to fuperfede the 
verdi^of a jury, andtheientenceof the law. 

Now, my Lord, let me adc you, Has it never 
occurred to your Grace, while you were withdraw- 
ing this defperate wretch from that joflice which 
the laws had awarded, and which the whole people 
of England demanded againil him, that there is 
another man, who is the favourite of his country, 
who As pardon would have been accepted with gra- 
titude, whofe pardon would have healed all oar di- 
visions ? Have you quite forgotten that this man 
was once your Grace's friend ? Or is to mur- 
derers only that you will extend the mercy of the 
c— -n? 

Thele are queiHons you will not anfwer. Nor 
is it neceflary. The charader of your private life, 
and the uniform tenour of your public condud» is 
an anfwer to them all. 

JUNIUS. 
LET- 
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L E T T E R IX- 

TO HIS GRACE THB D— OF C 

MY LORD, 

I Have (o good an opinion of your Grace's dlf- 
cernment, that when the author of the vindica« 
tion of your condud aiTures us, that he writes 
from his own mere motion, without the leaft au- 
thority from your Grace, I ihould be ready enough 
to believe him, but for one fatal mark, which 
feems to be fixed upon every meafure, in which 
either your perfonal or your political character is 
concerned. — Your firft attempt to fupport Sir 
William Prodlor ended in the eledion of Mr. 
Wilkes ; the fecond enfured fuccefs to Mr. Glynn* 
The extraordinary Aep you took to make Sir 
James Lowther Lord Paramount of Cumberland, 
has ruined his intereft in that county for ever. 
The Houfe Lift of Diredors was curfed with the 
concurrence of government ; and even the mifisr- . 

able D y could not efcape the misfortunes of 

your Grace's protedion. With this uniform ex- 
perience before us, we are auchorifed to fufped, 
that when a pretended vindication of your princi* 
pies and condud in' reality contains the bittereft 
l«ile£lions upon both, it could not have been writ- 
E ten 
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ten without your immediate dlredion and affi(l- 
ance% The author indeed calls God tto witneis 
for him, with all the fincerity, and in the very 
terms of an Iri'fh evidence, to the le]i 0/ J?is kntrnf- 
ledge and belief. My Lord, you fhould not en- 
courage thefe appeals to heaven* The pious 
Prince, fromiwhom you i»e fuppo&d to deffeend* 
madefock frequent aiiie of them in his publkiie^ 
daraitioAS, febat at laft the people alio ibimd it »e- 
<sa£aiy to appeal to heaven in their turn, Y^diir 
AtindanAratiain has driven as into circnmilaeoes •f 
tsfsX diixB& ;«-^beware at kaft how yon veiiuiid 
tts of ."die issBcdy* 

YxM iocve ah«ady much to anfwer fon ¥ea 
iiftve fBrpTxiked this 43]il^appy gentleman to pky the 
iadH ODCC tnore in fwblic lil«^ in fjHte of hi« y«aps 
and iajfimuities, iuid to "Sssisw us^ t^at, as yoa your- 
iiM 3xca fkigular inilance of youth without fpirit» 
Ihe maxi ^ha defdnds you is a no lefs remarkable 
eumple of age without the benefit of experience. 
To Mlow fuck a writer miiMtely would, like his 
om ipoiods, be a labour without end. The iiib- 
JQdtoo has been already 4irctiittd, and is fufici* 
«ntly underilood. I cannot help obferving, kow- 
i^yeiv that, when the pafdon of Mac Quiipk was the 
principal charge againU: jaiBi^ it would hire been 
imt a4eGent.coiayliineAt to your Grace*) iindef- 
fiandiMg^ to JuLVQ 4e£Hided }tott upou jNMr <ywft 

prill' 
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frrinciples. What credit does a man deferve, whd 
cells iM plainly, that the fa^ fct forth in the 
King's proclamation were not the tnie motives on 
which the pardon was granted, and that he wifhes 
%hat thofe chirorgical reports, which firft gave oc^- 
^aHon to certain doubts in the royal breaft, had 
not been laid before his Majefty. You fee, my 
-Lo^d, *hat even your friends cannot defend your 
axon's, wkhbfit changing your principles, nor 
-juftify a deliberate rtieafure of government, with- 
<bst -contradicting the main affertion on which it 
was founded. 

The convidion ef Mac Qoirk bad reduced yoti 
•to a dilemma, in which it was hardly poffible for 
•you' to recOnfcile yo«r political intereft with yotfr 
•duty. Vott were obliged either to abandon an ac- 
tive tribfbl p^rtiAin, br to proteft a felon from 
^blic juftice. Witb your ufual fpirit, you pre- 
^erwdyonr kitcreft to every other con^deration j 
and With your ufaal judgment, you founded your 
xdetermififttion npon the only motives which fhould 
-not have been given to the public. 

I have frequently cenfured Mr. Wilkes's con- 
'duA, yet your advocate reproaches me with hav- 
ing devoted myfelF to the fervice of fedition. 
'Your Grace can beft inform us, for which of Mr. 
'Wilfces*s good quaHtits you firft honoured him 
with yottr fricndfti|), *r how long it was before 
E 2 you 
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you difcovered thofe bad ones in him, at which, it 
feeni,s, your delicacy was offended. Remember, 
my Lord, that you continued your connexiofn with 
Mr. Wilkes long after he had been convidled of 
thofe crimes, which you have fmce taken pains to 
reprefent in the blacked colours of blafphemy and 
treafon. How unlucky is it, that the firft inllance 
you have given us of a fcrupulous regard to deco- 
rum; is united with the breach of a moral obligar 
tion ! For my own part, my Lord, I am proud 
to afHrm, that, if I had been weak enough to form 
fuch a friendfhip, I would never have been bafe 
enough to betray it. But, let Mr. Wilkes's cha* 
rader be what it may, this at lead is certain, 
that, circumflanced as he is with i^gard to the 
public, even his vices plead for him. The people 
of England have too much difcernment to fuffer 
your Grace to take advantage of the failings of a 
private charafter, to eftablilh a precedent by which 
the public liberty is affeded, and which you may 
hereafter, with equal eafe and fatisfadion, employ 
to the ruin of the bed men in the kingdom.-^ 
Content yourfelf, my Lord, with the many advan- 
tages, which the unfullied purity of your own cha- 
rafter has given, you over your unhappy deferted 
friend. Avail yourfelf of all the unforgiving piety 
of the court you live in, and blefs God that you 
** are not as other men arej extortioners, unjul^, 

** aduK 
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** adulterers, or even as this publican/' In a heart 
void of feeling, the laws of honour and good faith 
nay be violated^with impunity, and there you may 
fafely indulge your genius. But the laws of Eng- 
land fhall not be violated, even by your holy zeal 
to opprefs a iinner ; and though you have fucceed- 
ed in making him the tool, you fhall not make him 
the vidlim of your ambition. 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER X. 

TO THE PRINTEaOF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 
SIR, 

The monody on the fuppofed death of Junius 
is not the lefs poetical for being founded on a 
fidion. In fome parts of it, there is a promife of 
genius, which deferves to be encouraged. My 
letter of Monday will, 1 hope, convince the au- 
thor that 1 am neither a partifan of Mr. Wilkes, 
lior yet bought off by the miniftry. It is true I 
have refufed offers, which a more prudent or a more 
interefted man would have accepted. Whether it 
be fimplicity or virtue in me, 1 can only affirm that 
/ am in earnefl ; becaufe I am convinced, as far as 
my underftanding is capable of judging, that the 
prefent miniilry are driving this country to de- 
E 3 ftruclion; 
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ftraftion;. and yon^ I think» Sir» maLy be fii.tis£e^ 
that my rank ami. Ibrtane pUce me above a com^ 
mon br»^v JUNIUS^ 

t E T T E R XL 

TO MH. EDWARD WESTON. 

SIR, ^ 

1 Said you were an old man without the benefit 
of experience, il fi^ms yov are alfo t volunteer, 
with the ftipend of twenty commiffions ; and at 
a period when all ptofpe6b are at an end, you arc 
ilill looking forward to rewards, which you can-, 
not enjoy. No man is better acquainted with the 
bounty of government thap you are. 
— iftf« impudences 
Toner airi wiliurd, auraja reeomfe/t/e. 

But I will not defcend to an altercation eithec 
wii^ the impotence of your age, or the peevi(h« 
nefs of your diiieafes. Your pamphlet, iogenioa^ 
as it is, has been fo little read, that the publiq 
cannot know how far you have; a right to give. mQ 
the. lye». withont the following citatioii of yoof 
own words. 

Pape 6-^* I. That he is porfuaded that the mo* 
* tives, which he (MnWefton) hasalledged, muft 

* appear 



< appear fally fufficient, with or without the opi« 
« nions of tb^'ftrgectts. 

« 2. Thatthofe very motives must have bebn 
« the fbtrndatibri, on wHkh tJke Earl of Rochfbrd 

< thought proper, &c. 

• 3. That he cannot but rfgitkt that the 
A Earl of R4»chlbrdf {setts to* have thoo^ psoper 
' tx> lay the ehirurgioal reports before the King; 
5 ia pi»£»i'eiK:e to ail th* other fufficknt mo*- 
• Aiye^' to. 

Left the publk deMjuine wliethfir thir be cfi» 
fendusg gov«rtt«i«!it on their pnAciflbsi oc your 

The ft^le and kcgniage. you have adoptiki ave,. i 
€onfefs». not iil &it»d to the ekg^cooi^ your owa 
jaanner&y ar to the digstt)! of the cauTe you Have 
uttdiertaken. Evtry common dauber Writes rafeai 
and villain under his pidnccs, bouMfe the piflures 
th&mfelves have neither chatxidbr nor refemblaBdcL 
But the worka of a mafter reiq^ire no index. His 
features and colouring are taken from nature. 
The impreflion they make is immediate and unit- 
form ; nor is it poffible to mlftake his chara£tersv 
whether they represent the treaohery of a miaiilejr^ 
or the abttfed fimplicily of a » 

JUNIUS. 

E4 LET* 
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LETTER XIL 

TO HIS GRACE THE »— OF C-— — • 

MY LORD, 

The fyftem you feemed to have adopted, whett 
Lord C— -m unexpe£led]y left you at the bead of 
affairs^ gave us no promife of that uncommon^ ex- 
ertion of vigour, which has iince illuftrated your 
^aia^er, and difUnguifhed your adminiflmtion. 
Far from difcovering a ipirit bold enough to in- 
vade the firft rights of the people, and the firft 
principles of the conftitution, you were fcrupu- 
lous of exercifing even thofe powers, with which 
the executive branch of the legtfiature is legally 
invefted. We have not yet forgotten how long 
Mr. Wilkes was fufiered to appear at large, nor 
how long he was at liberty to canvafs for the city 
and county, with all the terrors of an outlawry 
hanging over him. Our gracious Sovereign has 
not yet forgotten the extraordinary care you took 
of his dignity and of the fafcty of his perfon, 
when, at a crifis which courtiers affedted to call 
alarming, you left the metropolis expofed for two 
nights together, to every fpecies of riot and dif- 
order. The fc'curity of the Royal refidence from 
infuit was then fufficicntly provided for in Mr. 

C — w — ^y's 
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C— w— y*s firmnefs and Lord W— th's dlC- 
cretlon ; while the prime minifter of Great-Bri- 
tain in a rural retirement, and in the arms of a 
faded beauty, had loft all memory of his Sove- 
reign, his country and himfelf. In thefe inflan- 
ces yon might have afted with vigour, for you 
woald have had the fandion of the laws to fupport 
you. The friends of government might have 
defended you without fhame, and moderate men, 
who wiih well to the peace and good order of fo- 
ciety, might have had a pretence for applauding 
your condttd. But thefe it feems were not occa- 
iions worthy of your Grace's interpoiition. You 
referred the proofs of your intrepid fpirit for tri- 
als of greater hazard and importance ; and now, 
as if the moft difgraceful relaxation of the exe- 
cutive authority had given* you a claim of credit 
to indulge in excefles ftill more dangerous, you 
feem determined to compenfate amply for your 
former negligence ; and to balance the non-exe- 
cution of the laws with a breach of the cortftita- 
tion. From one extreme you fuddenly ftart to the 
other, without leaving, between the weaknefs and 
the fury of the paflions, one moment's interval 
for the firmnefs of the underftanding. 

Thefe obfervations, general as they are, might 
eaiily be extended into a faithful hiftory of your 
Grace's adminiAration, and perhaps may be the 

employ- 
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cmplejment of a. fiitare faouf. But the bofiaeft 
of the prcfent moment will not fufier me to looik 
back to a feries of events^ which ceafe to be h}- 
teceiiiiiig or important^ becaufe th^ are (uQcecdoi 
by a meafuce fb Angularly danog, that it excitet 
all our attention, and engroiTes all our refentment^ 
Your patronageof Mr. Latcrdl' ha&.been. crowned 
mth (acceCs. With this prccedjent before xott» with 
the pdnciples on which it was eftabliihed». and 
with a future honfe of commons, perhaps kis vir« 
toons than theprefe&t, every connty in England, 
under the aufpices of the trea&irj, may be. repre*- 
fented as completely as the county of Middleiejr* 
PoUexity will be indebted ta your Grace fisr not 
contenting yourfelf with a temporary expedieoc, 
but entailing npon them the immediate bleffing^ 
of yAur adminiftration. Boroughs were alreadjf 
toamuch at the mercy of gavenunent. Counties 
could neither be purchafed nox intimidated. But 
their folemn determined eledion may be xejedled, 
and the roaa they deteil may be appointed, by 
another choice, to reprelent^ them in paiiiament* 
Yet it is admitted, that the (heriffs- obeyed tiiQ 
laws and performed their duty. The retora- they 
made muft have been legal and valid, or ondoubt^ 
edly they would have been cenfured for making 
it. With every good natured allowance for yoor 
Grace's youth and inexperience, there are fome 

things 
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l)iuig& which yao caanot but icnow. Yoa canxioi 
bac ki^ow that the right of the freeholders ta ad-* 
here to their choice (evea ibppofiog^it improper] j 
exerted) was sa clear and indifputable as that of 
the houfe of comoioas to exclode one of their own 
members ?<^-*>aor is it pofllble for you not to fee ' 
the wide diftance there is between the negative 
power of reje^ng one man, and the po£iive power 
of appo]4itiiig another.. The right of expuliionv 
in the moft favourable ftni^, is so more than the 
cu^m Qf parliament. The right of eledm if 
the very efieace of the confiitution. To violate 
that rigj^ty and mnch more to transfer it to any 
oih^ fet of men» is>a fiep leading immediately to 
the difiMution of aU gpvenBiaent. Sa far. forth aa 
it. Qpqrates* it conftitntes a hoofe of commonst 
which daes-notr^fvetbni the people. A houfeof 
commona {o fbrmed.would involve a cootradi^Uon 
and the groiTQft.confafion of ideas ; but there are 
feme maniilers, my Lord, whofe views can only 
be anfwered hy^ reconciling abfurdities, and makr 
ing the iame propo£tion,. which is falie and ab« 
ford in argument^ true in fad. 

Thism^afare, my Lord^ is however attended with 
one confeqnence, favourable to the people, which 
1 am perAiaded yon did not fbrefee. While the 
coQteft lay between the miniiky and Mr. Wilkes^ 
his fituation and. private character gave yon advan* 

tagcs 
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tagcs over him which common candour, if not 
the memory of your former friendihip, ihould have 
forbidden you. to make ufe of. To religious men 
you had an opportunity of exaggerating the irre- 
gularities of his paft life ;— to moderate men you 
held forth the pernicious Confequences of fadion. 
Men, who with this charafter, looked no farther 
than to the objedl before them, were not diffatif- 
fied at feeing Mr. Wilkes excluded from parlia- 
ment. You have now taken care to (hift the 
queftion ; or, rather, you have created a new one, 
in which Mr. Wilkes is no more concerned .than 
any other Englifli gentleman. You have united 
this country againU you on one grand conflitutio- 
hal point, on the decifion of which our exiflence« 
as a free people, abfblutely depends. You have 
afTerted, not in words but in fad, that the repre- 
fentation in parliament does not depend upon the 
choice of the freeholders. If fuch a cafe can pof- 
iibly happen once, it inay happen frequently ; it 
may happen always : — and if three hundred votes, 
by any mode of reafoning whatfoever, can prevail 
againil twelve hundred, the fame reasoning would 
tqually have given Mi». Luttrell his feat with ten 
votes, or even with one. The confequences of 
this attack upon the conftitution are too plain and 
palpable not to alarm the duUeft appreheniion. I 
truil you will find, that the people of England are 

neither 
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neither deficient iii fpirit nor underftanding, 
though you have treated them, as if they had nei- 
ther fenfe to feel nor fpirit to refent. We have 
reafon to thank God and our anceilors, tbat there 
never yet was a minifter in this country, who could 
Hand the iffue of fuch a conflict ; and with every 
prejudice in favour of your intentions, I fee no 
fuch abilities in your Grace, as Ihould entitle you 
to fucceed in an enterprize, in which the ableft 
and bafeft of your predeceiTors have found their 
deilruftibn. You may continue to deceive your 
gracious mailer with falfe reprefentations of the 
temper and condition of his fiibjefts. You may 
command a venal vote, becaufe it is the common 
cftabliihed appendage of your office. But never 
hope that the freeholders will make a tame fur- 
render of their rights, or that an Ehglifii army 
will join with yon in overturning the liberties of 
their country. They know that their Erfk duty, 
as citizens, is paramount to all fubfequent engager 
ments, nor will they prefer the difcipline or even 
the honours of their profeflion to thofe facred ori- 
ginal rights, which belonged to them before they 
were foldiers, and which they claim and poifefs as^ 
the birth-rights of Englifhrnen. 

Return, my Lord, before it is too late, to that 
eafy infipid fyftem, which you firft fet out with* 
Take back your miftrefs ;— the name of frieiut 

may 
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jnay beTatal to iKr, for it leads to treachoy and 
'pedeoftkm. iiMb^ge the people. Attend Nmw* 
wnaikct* Mr. Luttrell may a^ain vuattekis feat:; 
and Mr. Wilkes, if not perfecafied, will foon hi 
ibrgotten. To be weak and inadhre is fafer than 
to he daring and crisniHal ; and wide^ idie dif- 
^nce between a riot nf the petpabce and a con- 
umlfioii of the whok kingdom. You may live to 
jraake the experiment, but no faoaefl man "can 
iMi& yofi fhoold furvive it. 

JUNIUS. 

C E T T E R XIIL 

i 

TO «IS GRACE THE D— OF — — • 

' MY LORD, 

Iftht meafiiKEs in «4ikh yoa hav« been moft 
imoiMaU iuul hc«n fapponed by any «c»krablfe 
«pppearaBce of ai|;uiiiefity I ihonld have thought 
my timtt not ill employed^ in conttmiing to tx- 
«mifte your condu^ ^ a minifter, and Urating k 
faiidy <o the pabltc : but ti4ien I fee queftiens of 
Che high# iintieniil impoviMice carried as they 
have been, and the feft principles of :tht con^ 
•utioii op«nly vid^dy wnhont argument tn* de- 
cency* I^nfds, l;give np the caxi& in defpair. 
STJie meoMft ^f y^w prcd^dfors had abiKi^es 

fu£cient 
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lUfideiit to give a cotour to tkeir aieafnres. If 
«b«7'itivaded flht rights of di4 pe«f]e, they did 
tuK^dare e» iySkr a direifl infuk to their 4jnderfiaDd«> 
iAg ; and, in formet lime», the mod: venal par* 
iiaments made it a ^condition » in their bargain 
^th th^misifter, that he ihould farnifh them 
with fome piaQfiUe pretences for felling thek 
county and themiekes. You have had the ;iie- 
riz-^f imroduciiig 4 more compendiotfs fyftemxyf 
goveranent and logic. Yoti neith)?r addiefi 
foorfetf to the fiafii0n», nor to the underfhrnding, 
iMiit fimply «o the feoudi. Yoa apply youHclf im«> 
mediately to the facHf ngs ef your Krietnidfi, iXFho» 
ONitraiy to die 'forms of pafHamenty never enter 
4ieartily ifito a ^clbate. antil they have daeviici. 

Relinqtiilhixig^ thefvfbre, all idle views oF 
amendttest to yoar <7raoe» or o£ benefit lo the 
public, lot me be permitted toxonfider yoar cha^ 
mder and condo^k mensly as afobjed ofxunottft 
fpecalation. There is fomethvng in both» 

«vht€h 4]ffingHi(hes yott not <mly from all ether 
miniflers, but ail other men. It is not that yoa 
do wrong by defign, but that you fliould never do 
fight by Biiftake^ It is «et that yo«r kkbleAisfe 
^nd your a^vity have been equally mifappHed^ 
%itft that the £i1ft iiaiform principle, or, %f I may 
fo «all it, t^ genius of your l^e» !&OQld havt 
carried you j^voiigh. every poffible chftBgo. 4X^ 

' COA« 
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contradidlion of conda^l, without the momtfntftr^ 
imputatioa or colour of a virtue ; and that the 
wildeft fpirit of inconfiftency fhould never once 
have betrayed you into a wife or honourable 
adion. Thisy I own, gives an air of iingularity 
to your fortune, as well as to your difpofitioni 
Let us look back together to a fcene, in which a 
mind like yours will find nothing to repent of. 
Let us try, my Lord, how well you have fup- 
ported the various relations in which you ftoody 
to your fovereign, your country, your friends^ 
and yourfelf. Give us, if it be poflible, fome 
excufe to poilerity, and to oorfelves, for fubmit- 
ting to your adminiilration. If not the abilities 
of a great miniHer, if not the integrity of a pa* 
triot, or the fidelity of a friend, ihew us, at leaft 
the firmnefs of a man.-— For the fake of your 
miSrefs, the lover ihall be fpared. I will not 
lead her into public, as you have done, nor will 
I infult the memory of departed beauty. Her fex, 
which alone made her amiable in your eyes, 
makes her reipedabk in mine. 

The charrder of the reputed anceftors of fome 
men, has made it poiiible for their defcendants to 
be vidous in the extreme, without being degene- 
rate. Thofe of your Grace, for inilance, left 
no diilreffing examples of virtue, even to their 
legitimate poftcrity, and you may look back 

with 
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.with pteafure to An illa&rious pedigree* in which 
heraldry has not left a fingle good quality upon 
record to infult or upbraid you. You hare better 
proofs of your deA:ent, my Lord, than the re- 
giUer of a marriage, or any. troublefome inhe- 
ritance of reputation. There are fome hereditary 
ilrokes of charader, by which a family may be as 
clearly diilinguiflied as by the blackeft featuros 
of the human face. Charles the Firft lived and 
died a hypocrite. Charles the Second, was a hy,- 
pocrite of another fort, and Ihoald have died upon 
the fame fcaffold. At the diflance of a century, 
we fee their different chara&ers happily revived 
and blended in your Grace. Sullen and fevere 
without religion* profligate without gaiety, you 
live like Charles the Second, without being an 
amiable companion, and, for ought I know, may 
die as his father did, without the reputation of a 
martyr. 

You had already taken your degrees with cre- 
dit in thofe fchools, in which the Englifli nobi- 
lity are formed to virtue, when you were intro- 
duced to Lord Chatham's protedlion. From New- 
market, White's^ and the oppofition, h^ gave you 
to the world with an air of popularity, which, 
yqung men uTually fet out with, and feldom pre- 
ferve :—— grave and plaufible enough to be thought 
fit for biifincfs; too young for treachery; an^ 
F . in 
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in fltorty a patriot pf no unpromifing ezpe&ationf * 
Lord Chatham was che carlkft objt6t of your po- 
litical wcmder and attachment ; yet you deferted 
1iim» upon the £rft hopes that offered pf aa equal 
ihareof power with Lord Rockibgham. ' When 
the Duke of Xlainberland's ficft negociatkm failed, 
and when the hrcnntt was puflied to the iaft ex- 
tremity, yoa faved hiaiy by joining with an ad- 
miniftration, in which Lord Chatham had refuibd 
to engage. Still, however, he was yoar i&iend, 
and you are yet to explain to the world» why yon 
<onfented to aA without hiniy or why, after unit^ 
ing with Lord Rockingham, you deferted and 
betrayed him. You complMned that no meB&xres 
were taken to fatisfy yoicr patron, and iliat your 
friend, Mr. Wilkes, who had fuffered fo moch for 
the party, had been abandoned to his fate. They 
have fince contributed, not a Jittle, to your prefent 
plenitude of power; yet, I think. Lord Cha- 
tham has lefs reafon than ever to be iatisfied ; and 
as for. Mr. Wilkes, it is, perhaps, the greateft 
misfortune of his life, that you (hould have lb 
many compenfations to make in the cloiet for 
your former friendihip with hini« Your gracioiM 
mafter uiiderftaoda your chara£ler, and makes yoi^ 
a perfecutor, becauie you have been a friend. 

Lord Chatham formed his laft admtniflraliott 
«ipoa pnaciples which you certaialy ooitcurred kn 

or 
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or yoa coald aever have been f^aced at die head 
of the treafiijy.. By Marling Aok pnacxplea» 
and by afting in dired conkradiftiDn to them, in 
which he foond 70a were fecretly fnpported in the 
clofet, ypu foon forced him to leave you to your- 
ftlf, and to withdraw his name from an admini- 
ftratioHy which had been formed on the credit of 
it. Yon had then a profped of friendfhips bet- 
ter fuited to your genius, and more likely to fix 
yoor difpofieion. Marriage is the point on which 
eyery rake is ftationary at laft} and truly, my 
Lord, you may well be weary of the circuit you 
have taken^ for yoii have now fairly travelled 
through every fign in die political zodiac, from 
the Scorpion, in which you flnng Lord Chatham, 
to the hopes of a Vifgin in the hoofe of Bl-^A-y. 
One would think that yoa had had fufHcient ex- 
perience of the frailty of nnptial engagements, or, 
at lead, that fuch a friendfhip as the Duke of 
B ■ * ■ d's might have been fecnred to you by the 
aufpicious marriage of your late d ■ .. - s with 
•kis nephew* Bnt ties of this tender nature caa- 
not be drawn too ciofe ; and it may poflihly be^ a 

part of the D-^ of B f" .d's ambition, after 

-making Aer an honeft woman, to work a miracle 
of the fame fort upon your Q-«*. This worthy 
Nobleman has long 4eait in virtue. There has 
been a large co^fnmption of it in his own family j 
F 2 andy 
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and, in the way of traffick*, I dare* fay, he hw 
bought and fold more than h&lf the reprefeatative 
it^tegrity of the liation. 

' In a political view, this union i^ not mipri»- 
dent. The favour of princes is a perifhable conv- 
modity. You have now a fhiength fufficient to 
command the clofet ; and if it be necefTary to be- 
tray one friendfhip more, you may fet even Lord 
Bute at defiance. Mr. Stuart Mackenzie may 
poflibly remember what ufe Ae D— of B— f— d 
ufually makes of his power; and our gracious 
Sovereign, I doubt not, rejokes at this ^rSt ap- 
pearance of union among his iervants. Hi^ late 
Majedy, under the happy influence of a ^mily 
connexion between his minifters, was relieved 
from the cares of government. A more aAive 
prince may perhaps obferve, with fufpicion^ by 
what degrees an artful ferva&t grows upon hh 
mailer from the firft unlimited profe£ons of duty 
and attachment to the painful reprefentatios loi 
the neceffity of the royal fervice, and feoa, in regia* 
lar progrefiion, to the humble iniblence of dx£bil^ 
ing in all the obfequious forms of peremptoty 
fubmiflion. The interval is carefully employed 
in forming connexions, creating interefis, col- 
lecting a party, and laying the foundation of 
double marriages, until the deluded prince. Who 
thought he had found a creature proflituted to his 

fervice> 
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li^ce, and infignificant enough to be always de- 
pendant upon his pleafare, finds him at laft too 
ikoag to be commanded, and coo forxnidabie to 
be nemoved. 

Your Grace's public conduft, as a miniifter, is 
but the counter-part of your private hiftory, the 
fame incon/iftency, the fame contradidions. In 
America we trace you, from the &xfi. oppoiition 
to the Stamp A^, on principles of convenience, 
to Mr. Pitt*s.farrender of the right j then for- 
ward to Lord Rockingham's furrender of the fad ; 
then back again to Lord Rockingham's declaration 
of the right ; then forward to taxation with Mr. 
Townihend ; and in the lafl indance, from the gen- 
tle Conway's undetermined difcretion, to blood and 
compulfion with the D— - of B~f— d : Yet if we 
may believe the fimplicity of Lord North's 
eloquence, at the opening of next feflions you 
are once more to be patron of America. Is this 
the wifdom of a great minifter ? or is it the vibra- 
tion of a pendulum ? Had you no opinion of your 
own, my Lord ? or was it the gratification of be* 
traying every party with which you have been 
united, and of deferting every political principle 
in which you had concurred. 
. Your enemies may turn their eyes without re- 
^et from this admirable fyflem of provincial go- 
vernment I they will find gratification enough in 
the furvcy of your domeftic and foreign policy. 

Fj If, 
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If, inftttad ^f ^ifewniog with Lord Sfaelbmne, 
tke firitifh coort had interpofed wtd} dignity and 
firmnefs, yoa know, xny Lord* that Corica 
would never have been invaded. The French h.w 
the weaknefs of a diAraded ttisitftry, and were 
jaflified in treating ytm with c<mtempt: thcf 
yould pstjibahly have yielded in the firft iidlaBce, 
rather than hazard a rapture with this country ; 
bttt being once engaged^ they daanot retreat 
without diflionoor. Cbnimm Jstfe fbrefees coh<* 
feqnences which have efcaped your Gtt'ace's peae* 
tration. Either we fnfier the French to make aa 
acq4iiiition» die importance of which you have 
probably no conception of, or weo^ok them by 
an nndexiiand management, which tsiiy ds%racss 
as in the eyes' of Europe, withont anfvveiing any 
purpoie of poHcy or prudeace. ftom £;cfet lo- 
difcreet aflillaace, a traniitiott to fome more open 
decifive meafnres becomes nnavoidable, tHi at 
}2& we £nd ojirfelves principles in the war, and 
are ol>liged to hazard cvtty thing Ibr an obfcA 
wbidi migixt have oiiginally been dbtainied withovt 
expence or danger* I am not verfed in the politics 
of the norths b«it this i fodieve is certain, that 
half the money you hare diflribnted to carry the 
expulfion «f Mr. Wilkes, or even your &cretary's 
ihare in the laft £tbfcription, -woafd have kept 
Ae TiuJa as your devotioiu Was it-oKonomy, my 

Lord ? 



Lord^ or did the coy i«flfiaocc yo« kafd eoa« 
ftantly met with in the Biitiih fenatet make yo« 
4erpw of corrapting the Oivao i Your friends 
indeed have the firft claim upon your boimty, but 
if five hundred pounds a year can he ^^ared in 
peniion to Sir John Moore, it would not have 
difgraced you to have allowed fomething to the 
iecret fcrvice to the public. ^ 

You wlU iay perhaps that the fitaadon of aftaira 
Ht ho«ie demanded and engipfled the whole of 
your attention. Here* I confefs, you have been 
ji^ve. An amiable accompUihed prince afcends 
ao the throne under the happieft of all aufpices^ 
iche acclamaiaonf and united aiFeftions of hia fub*- 
je&* The Mt m/eafurea of his reign» and even 
the odiom of a favourite, were not able to fhak^ 
their attachments four fervice«» my Lord, have 
Jbcen more fuccefsfuL Since you were permitted 
ao take the lead* we have feen the natural efie^ 
of a iyliem of government at once both odiout 
and contemptible* We have feen the laws feme- 
times fcandaloufly relaxed, fometimcs violently 
ilretched beyond their tone. We have fceif the 
perfon of the Sovereign infulted ; and in profound 
peace, and with an undisputed title, the fidelity 
of his' fubjeds brought by his own fervants into 
public qu^ftion. Without abilities^ refolution, 
F ^ or 
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or iiitAraft> you have done more than Lord Bute 
could accompliih with all Scotland at his heelt. 

Your Grace, little anxious perhaps either for 
prefent or future reputation, will not defire to be 
handed down in thefe colours to pofterity. Yott~ 
have reafon to flatter' yourfelf that the memory of 
your ad^iiniftration will furvive even the forms of 
a conilitution, which onr anceftors vainly hoped 
would be immortal ; and as for your perfoaal 
chara^er, I will not, for the honour of human 
nature, fuppofe that you can wiih to have it re- 
membered. The condition of the- prefent times 
is deiperate indeed ; but there is a debt due to 
thofe who come after us, and it is the hiftorian^s 
4>fHce to punifh, though he cannot corredt. • I do 
not give you to pofterity as a pattern to inutate, 
bjut as an exaihple to deter ; and as your coadudl 
comprehends every thing that a wife or honeft 
minifter (hould avoid, I mean to make yon a ne^ 
gative inflrudUon to your fucceffors for ever. * 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER XIV, 

TO HIS GRACE THE D-— OF G— . 

MY LORD, 

If nature had given you an underftanding quali* 
*£ed to keep pace with the wiihes and principles 

of 
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of your heart, (he wonld have made youj pefhap},* 
the moft formidable miDifter that ever was em* 
ployed,' under a limited monarch, to accomplifh 
th eniin of a free people. When neither the feelings 
of fhame, the reproaches of confeience, nor the 
dread of puniihment, form any bar to the de« 
ilgns of a minifter, the people would have too 
much reafon to lament their condition, if they 
did not find fome refource in the weaknefs of hi^ 
underilanding. We owe it to the bounty of Pro- 
vidence, diat the completed depravity of the heart 
is fometimes ftrangely united with a confniion of 
the mind, which counteracts themoft favourite 
]^ncipies, and makes the (ame man treacherous 
without art, and a hypocrite without deceiving; 
The meafures, for inftance, in which your Grace's 
a6Uvity has been chiefly exerted^ as they were 
adopted without ikill, ihould have been conduced 
with more than common dexterity. But truly, 
my Lord, the execution b^ been as grofs as the 
defign. By one decifive ftep, yon have defeated 
all the arts of writing. You have fairly con- 
founded the intrigues of opposition, and iilenced 
the clamours of faftion. A dark ambiguous 
fyftem might require and furniih the materials of 
ingenious illuftration, and, in doubtful meafures^ 
the virulent exaggeration of party mull be em- 
ployed, to xouze and engage thepaffions of the 

people. 



74 LETTERS* 

peoj^«. Yoa &avc now bioaght the merits of 
your adoiwiftiatioii to 99 iiTuc. on which every 
Engltfliiii«A» of the aarroweft capacity, may de« 
tenaine for hknfelf* It i« not an alarm tQ.th« 
paffionsy bat a calm appeal to the judgment of 
the people upon their own moft efiential intereiis, 
A more experienced minifter would not have ha* 
sarded a dired invafion of the firft principles of 
the conftittttiony before he had made fome pro- 
gre6 in fitbdaing the fpirit of the people. With 
fuch a caufe as yofirs« my Lord, it is not fufficient 
that yon have the court at yotir devotion^ unlefs yon 
can find means to corrupt or intimidate the jury* 
The coUed^ive body of the people form that juiy^ 
and from their decifion there is but one appeal. 
. Whether you have talents to fupport you, at 
ft crifis of fuch difficulty and danger, ibould long 
fince have been c^nfldered. Judging truly of 
your difpofitioa* yo« have perhaps miiftaken the 
extent of our capacity. Good faith and folly 
have fo long been received as fynonimoas termi^ 
that the rererfe of the piopofition has grown into 
credit, and every villain fiincies himielf a man of 
abilities. It is the appi^^henfion of your friends^ 
my Lord, that ypo hate drawn ibme hafty con- 
diifion of this fort, and that a partial reliance 
upon your OKval chara^er has ttetray^ you bcr 
yond the d^th of your undcrflanding. You have 

now 
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now cfunied thiags too far to ftttocat. Yoa have 
pUbilf 4edared to the peopk what thejr are to «x* 
ped from tlie continaance of your adminiftratioii* 
It ia tufie for your Grace to confider what yoa 
2d£Q amy expt^ ia Tetarn from tifeir fpirit and 
tkeir rdentinent. 

Since tHe acceffion of our moft gracions So- 
vereign to die tlirone, we*ha¥e feenafyfteraof 
gOfedisient> which may well be called a reign of 
experimeats. Parties of ail deaeiuaatiQBs havte 
been empl<^ed and difmifled* The advice of the 
abkft aoen in this country has bein repeatedly 
called for and rejeded ; and when the royal dii^ 
pleafait has been fi|^ufi^ to a JBioiftery the marks 
of it have ufoally been proportioned to his abili- 
ties and integrity. The fpirit of ^ FAYOuaira 
had fimie appartat influence upon etery admini^ 
^ration ; and every kt of minifters piefented an 
appearance of daraMn, as kmg as they fabmitted 
to that influence. But there were certain tat** 
vices to be performed for the Favoorite's fecusityy 
or to gratify his refentments, wh^ yonr prede- 
ceffors in oiice had the wi^om or the wtue not 
to undertake. The moment this refradory fpirit 
was difcorered* their di%race was detetmlned* 
Lord Chatham* Mr. GrenviUe, and Lord Rock*^ 
iagham have ikcciBfiTely had the honour to bo 
sBfinHfed for pgeferring Acir daty» as fervaatadf 

tho 
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the public, to thdfe compliances which were ex- 
peded from their ftation. A fubmiffive admiai* 
Uration v^s at laft.gradaally coUeded from the 
deferters of all parties^ interefts, and connexions: 
and nothing remained but to find a leader for 
thefe gallant well-difeiplined troops. Stand forth, 
my Lord, for thou art the man. Lord Bute 
found no . refonrce of dependence or fecurity in 
the proud impofing fuperiority of Lord Chatham's 
abilities, the fitfewd inflexible judgment of Mr.* 
Grenville, nor in the mild but the determined 
integrity of Lord Rockingham. His views aad 
fituation requited a creature void of all thefe pro- 
perties ; and he was forced to go through every 
diviiion, reflation, compofition, and lefinemenr 
of political chemiftry, before he happily arrived 
at the caput raortvum of vitriol in your Grace. 
Fiat and iniipid in your retired flate, but brought 
into a^on you become vitriol again. Such are 
the extremes of alternate indolence or fury, 
which have governed your whole adminiftration. 
Your circumikahces with regard to the people 
foon becoming defperate, like other honeft fcr- 
vantst you determined to involve the beft of 
xnafters in the fame difficulties with, yourfelf. We * 
. owe it to your Grace's weU-diredbod labours, that 
your Sovereign has been perfuaded to doubt of 
the affedions of his fubjedts, and the people to 

fufpea 
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'loTpeQ the virtues of their Sov^eign, at a time 
when both were unqaeftionable. You have do> 
graded the royal dignity into a bale, di(honouiw 
able competition with Mr. Wilkes» nor had yoti 
abilities to carry even the laft contemptible tri- 
umph over a private man, without the grofleft 
violation of the fundamental laws of the conftt- 
tution and rights of the people. But thefe am 
rights, my Lord, which you can no more annihi* 
late than you can the foil to which they are an- 
nexed. The queftion no longer turns upon points 
of national honour and fecurity abroad, or on the 
degrees of expedience and propriety of meafures 
at home. It was not inconMent that you flionki 
abadon the cavfe of liberty in another country^ 
which you had per(ecnted in your own ; and im 
the common arts of domeftic corruption, we mills 
no part of Sir Robert. Walpole's fyftem except his 
abilities. In this humble imitative line, yon 
might long have proceeded, fafe and cotttem(w 
tible. You might probably never have riien t» 
the dignity of being hated^ and yon might even 
•have been defpifed with moderation. But it 
^feems yon meant to be difkiagaHhed» and to m 
.mind like yours there was no other road to fame 
but by the deflru£tion of a noble fabric, which 
lyon thought -had been too long the admiration qf 
.mankind. The oie yoa have made of the miU^ 

tary 
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tary force introdaced an alanslng change in tbe 
■node of executing the laws. This arbitrary ap^ 
pointment of Mr. Luttrell invades the f<iQii- 
^ation of the laws themfelves, as it manifeftly 
transfers the right of legiilation from thofe whom 
the people have chofen» to thofe whom they hiive 
reje6ted. With a facceffion of fuch appointments, 
we may foon fee a hoafeof commons co\\t€btdt in 
-the choice of which the other towns and counts^ 
of England will have as little fhare as the devoted 
county of Middlefex. 

Yet I truft your Grace will find that the people 
of this country are neither to be intimidated by 
violent meafnres» nor deceived by refinement. 
When they fee Mr. Luttrell feated in the houfe of ' 
commons by mere dint of power, and in direft 
oppofitioB to the choice of a whole county, they 
will not liften to thoie fubtleties by which evtry 
arbitrary exertion of authority is explained into 
the law and privilege of parliament. It requires 
. no perfmifion of argvment» but fimply the evi^* 
dence of the fenies, to convince them, that to 
transfer the right of deflion fit>m the colledive 
to the reptefefltative body of the people, omtra* 
di^s all diofe idea^ of a houfe of a commons, . 
which diey have received from their forefathers, 
and which they had already, though vainly per- 
haps, delivered to their cUldrea. The priikciplei» 

oa 
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Mm whisk thit violent meafiire has been defended, 
ha0t added fconi to injury, and forced at to ftel, 
that ^pve are not only opprefied but infulted* 

With what force, my Lord, with what protec- 
tion, are yoa prepared to meet the united deteif- 
tacion of the peopk. of England i The city of 
Loadon has given a generons example to the king- 
dom, in what manner a king of this country 
ought to be addrefled ; and I fancy, my Lord, it 
is not yet in your conrage to ilaad between yoitr 
Sovereign and the addrefles of his fabje^. The 
injuries yoo have done this country are fuch as 
destand not only redrefs, but vengeance. In vain 
iball yoa look for protedion to that venal vote, 
which yoa have already paid for : another muft be 
parchafed ; and, to fave a miniHer, the houfe of 
commons muft declare themfelves not only inde- 
pendent of their coniHtnents, but the determined 
enemies of the conftitution. Conftder, my Lor4, 
whether this be an extremity to which their fears 
will permit them to advance; or, if their protec- 
tion ihould fail you, how far you are authoriied to 
rely upon the fiacerity of thoie fmiles, which a 
pious court laviflies without relo^nce upon a 
libertine by profei&on. It is not indeed the leaft 
of the thoufand contradidions which attend you, 
that a man, marifed to the world by the gio£feft 
violation of alloeremony and deoonuBy flipiild be 

the 
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the firft fenrant of a court, in which prayers are 
.morality^ apd kneeling is religion. Truft not too 
far to appearances* by which yoar predece/Ibrs 
have been deceived^ though they have not been 
injured. Even the beHiof princes mny at lail dif- 
cover that this is a contention in which every thing 
ifiay be loft» but nothing can be gained ; and aa 
you became minifter by accident* were adopted 
without choice, trufied without confidence, and 
continued without favour, be afiured that, whet^* 
ever an occafion prefles, you will be difcarded 
withouit even the forms of regret. You wiU then 
have reafon to be thankful, if you are permitted 
to retire to that feat of learning, which, in con- 
templation of the fyflem of your life^ the compa- 
rative purity of your manners with thofe of their 
high ileward, and a thoufand other recommending 
circumftances, has choien you to encourage the 
growing virtue of their youth, and to prefide over 
their educution. Whenever the fpirit of diibibut- 
•ing prebends and bifhopricks ihail have departed 
from you, you will find, that learned feminary per- 
fc&ly recovered from the delirium of an inflalla- 
tion, and, what in truth it ought to be, oocie 
more a peaceful fcene of flumber and meditation* 
The venerable tutors of the univerfity will no 
longer difirefi your modefly, by propofing you 
for a patera to their pupils. The learned, dulnefs 

of 
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of deckmatkm will be filent; nd even tte venal 
jnofe, though happieft in iiftion, wiU forget your 
virtnes. Yet, for the benefit of the facceedin|^ 
age, I Goald wifli that jtmt retreat nnf ht be de- 
foied nntil yont morah ihall bappily be ripened 
to that maturity of CQtmption» at which philoib^ 
phen tell ns* the worft examples ceafe to be con- 
C^MHIf. JUNIUS* 

LETTER XV. 

TO THE PRINTBft OF THB PUBLIC AOVERTlSBa. 
S I R, 

A .Great deal of nfelefi argument might have 
btea faved» in die jpolitioal conteft> which has 
aniim from the expuifion of Mn Wilkei» and the 
&bfeqaent appointment of Mr* Lnttrell, if the 
^Hilkmhad been once ftated with pieeifiony to the 
iittisfiiAion of eaeh party^ and deafly underftood 
by them both. Bat in this, as in altooft tv^ry other 
di^QtOy it ttfiially happens that much time as loft 
i& refrmng to a multiti|de of cafts and preeedents, 
which prove nothing to the pnrpoie^ or in main- 
lining pnqsofitioihs, which are either not difpot- 
ed, Qr». whether they be admitted or denied, are 
cotinly sndilemit as to the matter in debate ; 
Q uacU 
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until at laft the mind» perplext and confounded 
^ith the endlefs fubtleties of controverfy, loies 
fight of the main qaoAion, and never arrives at 
truth. Both parties in the difpute are apt enough 
to praAife thefe diihoneft artifices. The man wjio 
-is confcious of the weaknefs of his caufe, is in- 
•terefted in concealing it : and on- the other fide it 
is not uncommon to fee a good caufe mangled by 
advocates who do not know the real ftrength of it. 
I ihould be glad to know, for indanccy to what 
purpofe in the p«efent cafe fo many precedents 
have been produced to prove, that the houfe of 
commons have a right to expell one of their own 
members; that it belongs to them to judge of the 
•validity of elections ; or that the law of parlia- 
ment is part of the law of the land ? After all 
thefe propofitions are admitted, Mr. LnttrelPs 
right to his feat will continue to be juft as diipu- 
table as it was before. Not one of them is at pre- 
fent in agitation. Let it be admitted that the 
houfe of comiiotts were aothorifedto expel Mr. 
Wilkes ; that they are the proper court to judge 
of elections, and that the law of parliament Is 
binding upon the people ; ftill it remains to be 
^quired whether the houfe, by their refblutioa 
in favour of Mr. LuttrelU have or have not traly 
declared that law. To facilitate this enquiry,^ I 
'would have the qKcftion cleared of all foreign or 

indif- 
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indifferent matter. The following Hate of it will 
probabl/ be thought a fair one by both parties ; 
and then 1 imagine there is no gentleman in this 
country who will not be capable of forming a ju- 
dicious and true opinion upon it. I take the 
queflion to be ftridly this : Whether or no it be 
the known e^abliihed law of parliament, that the . 
expuliion of a member of the houfe of commons 
of itfelf creates in him fuch an incapacity to be 
re-eleAed, that» at a fubfequent eledlion, any 
votes given to him are null and void, and that 
any other candidate, who, except the perfon ex- 
pelled, has the greatefl number of votes, ought to 
be the fitting member f 

To prove that the affirmative is the law of par- 
liament, I apprehend it is not fufficient for the 
.pjrefent houfe of commons to declare it to be lb. 
We may fhut our eyes indeed to the dangerous 
coniequences of fnSerin'g one branch of the legif- 
lature to declare new laws, without argument or 
example, and it may perhaps be prudent enough 
to fubmit to authority ; but a mere aflertion will 
never convince, much lefs will it be thought rea- 
fonable to prove the right by the fa£l itfelf. The 
miniftry have not yet pretended to fuch a tyranny 
pver our minds. To fupport the affirmative fairly, 
it will either be necefTary to produce fome ftatute 
in which that pofitive provifioi^ ihall have been 
G 2 made. 
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ta«d£, thftt r|)ecifit difability clearly creited, m4 
the cdnf(N)ii€n€C6 of it dtcltured ; or, if there be 
fio fttch itatttte, the cuftom of parliameAt muft 
then be referred to, a&d fome cafe or cafes* ftri^lj 
in polnr, muft be produced* with the decifion of 
the court upon them; fur 1 readily admit that 
the cuftom of parliament* once clearly proved^ is 
equally binding with the common and flatutelaw. 

The confideration of what may be reafonabk or 
tt&reaibnable makei no part of this qaeftion. We 
are enquiring what the law is* not what it ought 
to be. Realbn may be applied to fhew the im^ 
propriety or expedience of a law* but we mnft 
have either ftatute or precedent to prove the exif^ 
tence of it. At the Qah(t time I do not mean to 
ladmit that the lat« ttfoltttion of the houfe of 
tommolis is defenfible on general principles of rea- 
fon* any mote than in liw. This is not the hinge 
on which the debate Citrns^ 

SttppofiAg therefore th4t I have laid down ah 
ktc^me ftate tf the queftion* I will venture to 
affirm* i(t* That there is lio ftatute exifting by 
Whi«h that fpecifi^ difability* which we fpeak of» 
U created. If there be* let it be prodoced. The 
urgutnetit will then be at aa end. 

^dly. That there h M precedent in kit the pro*- 
'«e^dings of the hoalb of cpmoions which comes 
Wtlraly homt lo tha prtfent afe». via. * where an 

• expelled 
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* i^cpdM okenber b99 biBW ittorned agtio, aa^ 
' aumliei' CMicUdate* wtfk nn lAferior npmberof 

* votes, has been declared the fitting member.' If 
•ebere b« fttCh a precedent, let it b^ giycn tp us 
l»lj|ioly^ »p4 1 Am OirP it will have mqre weigl^ 
than all the cunning arguments which hay« bccfi 
4rfli^n from iofereooes and i>fobabilbi«i. 

The mtdiftiy* in that laborious pamphtet whicii 
I pjeAime contains ch« whole ftr^agth of thfi party, 
h^ve dedanad, « That Mr. Walpole's wm the Crft 
« «iid«iily iftflaace, in which the fMtor^ of w^ 

* c<MiBty or boreogh h;^ remmf d $, pnfon uxptl- 

* led to fenre ia the (?[«» parliamcjrt/ It i« not 
pogiMe to conceive a caie more eicaflly in p^int* 
Mr. Walp&le was expelled, wi* having a s^jo* 
rity iff votes at the next eledion, wai returned 
again. The friends of Mr. Taylor, n> eaadidate 
fee up by the mini^ry, petitioned the houle that 
be might be the fitti&g membrr. Th«i far the 
cireumftaiicea tally exaftly, except di«t our houie 
of commons faved Mr. Luttrell the trouble pf 
petitioning. The point ef law however was the 
fame. It came regulady befofe the boufe, an<i it 
was their bulinefs to determine upon it. They 
did determine it, bv they declared Mr. TayJ)9r 
not July eUSed. If it be fald that they meant this 
feiblotiofl as matter of favour and indulgence to 
ihe borojuigk* which had momd Mr« WjJpole 

G 3 npoa 
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upon tbem, in order that th« hijfgeiTeSf knowing 
what the law was, might corre^ their error, I 
anfwer, 

I. That it is a flrange way of arguing to oppofc 
a fuppofition, which no man can prove, lo a faS 
which proves itfelf. 

IL That if this were the intention of the houfe 
of commons, it muft have defeaftd^lticlf. The 
burge^es of Lynn could never^hive known thetr 
error, much lefs could they havi correfted it by 
any inftru^lion they received feom the proceedings 
of the houfe of commons. They might perhaps 
have forefeen, that, if they returned Mr. Waf- 
pole again, he would again be rejc£led; but they 
never could infer, from a refolution by which the 
candidate with the feweft vbtes was declared not 
iluly tUaed^ that, at a future eIe6tion, and in 
fimilar circumiUnces, the houfe of commons would 
reverfe their resolution, and receive the fame can- 
didate as duly elected, whom they had before re- 
jefted. 

This indeed would have been 2 moft extraordi- 
nary way of declaring the law of parliament, and 
what I prefume no man, whofe underftanding is 
not at crofs purposes with itfelf, could poilibly un- 
derHand. 

If in a cafe of this importance, I thought my- 
felf at liberty to argue from fuppofitk>ns rather 

than 
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than from h&s» I think the probability in this 
cale is dircAly the jreverfe <of what the roiniflry 
affirm ; and that it is much more likely that the 
fioirfe of commons at that time would rather have 
ftrained a' point in favoox of Mr. Taylor, than that 
they would have violated the law of parliament, 
and robbed Mr. Taylor of a right legally vefied 
iii'him> to gratify a refractory borough, which, 
in defiance of them, had returned a perfon brande4 
with the ^fongeft mark of the difpleafure of the 
)u>a|e« 

, But really, Sir, this way of talking, for I can* 
not call it argument, is a mockery of the com* 
men underftanding of the nation, too grofs to be 
endured. Our deareil interefts are at ftake. An 
attempt has been made, not merely to rob a (in- 
gle county of its rights, but, by inevitable con- 
fequence, to alter the conftitution of the houfe of 
commous. This fatal attempt has fucceeded, and 
ftands as a precedent recorded for ever. If the 
jniniflry are unable to defend their caufe by fair 
argument founded on fads, let them fpare us at 
.lead the mprtification of being amufed and delur 
ded like children. I believe there is yet a fpirlt 
:.of refiflance in this country, which will not fub- 
~mit to-be opprefled ; but 1 am fure there is a fund 
of good fenfe in this country, which cannot be 
Received. ' JUNIUS. 

G 4 LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 

TO DR. WILLIAM BLAC1CST0NE» SOLICITOR 
OBI9ERAL TO HER MAJESTY. 

^ S I R. 

I fhall make yoii no apology fbr comAienng a 
^trtain pamphtet, in whkh your l«tt condad is 
defended, as written by yoni^lf* Tl^ p<Hbnal 
intereft» the perfonal refentments, and above all» 
that wounded fpirit, unatcnftbrned to reproach, 
and 1 hope not frequently cohikioiis of ^efe^ng 
kf are iign^h whkh betray the attdtor to uft a» 
plainly as if yottr name were in the tttle*page* 
You Sippeal to the public in d^ftni^ Of yotfr re* 
pntation. We hold it, Str, thkt an injitryo^red 
to an indiyidttai is interefting to fociety. Ofti M$ 
principle the people of England made comttOA 
canfe with Mr. Wilkes. On this principle, if 
jhu are injured, they will join In yo«r i^entmeitc. 
1 ihall not follow you through the infipid form 
of a third peribn, bnt addrefs snyfelf to yon d»» 
teftly. 

You feem to think the channel of a pamp4iSet 
more refpeftable and better feited to the dignity 
of your caafe, thaa that o£ a news-paper. Be 



L B T T E R & 8» 



it {6. Yet if tiews-ptpers ate fcorrilotts, you i 
eonfefs they are ittpar tial. They give ut , with* 
oat any apparent preference^ the wit and argoi* 
nent of the minsftry» as well as the abufive dol- 
ne(s of the oppofition. The ftales are equally 
pmied. It is not the piinter's fault if the greater 
weight inclines the balance. 

Yofir pamphlet then is divided into an attack 
upon Mr. GienviUe's charaAer, and a defence of 
foar own* It would have been nore confident 
f»erlups with^yoox profeffird intentions^ to have 
confined you to. the bift. But anger has fome claim 
to indulgences and railing is ofually a relief to the 
mmd. I hope you have fiound benefit from the 
ea^wriaieiit. It is not my deftgn to oiter inio« 
Ibraial vindication of Mr, GxenviUe upon his own 
)>Hnciples. I have neither the honour of being peiy 
fimally known to him, nor do I pretend to be 
completely maAer of all the h£ks. I need not 
. ftm the rifi|tte of doing an injuftice to his opi- 
TkionB, or to his condnA, when your pamphlet 
alone carries, upon the face of it, a full vindica« 
:t{on of both. 

Your firft reflexion is, that Mr. Grenville was 
*ef idl snen the perfcm who flioald not have com- 
gained of inconMence with regard to Mr. Wilkes. 
This, Sir, is either an unmeaning {aetr, a peevLQi 

expreffioa 
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cxpreffion of refentment, or» if it means any 
thing, yoa plainly beg the qaeilion ; for whether 
his parliamentary conduA with regard to Mr* 
Wilkes has or has not been inconfiftent» remains 
yet to be proved. But it feems he received 
upon the fpot a fufficient chaftifement for ezer« 
cifing /o unfairly his talents of mifreprefentatiom 
You are a lawyer^ Sir, and know better than I 
do, upon what particular occaiions a talent for 
mifreprefentation may be fairly exerted ; but to 
puniih a man a fecond time, when he has been 
once iuSiciently chaftiied, is rather too fevere* 
It is not in the laws of England ; is is not in your 
own commentaries, nor is it yet, I believe in the 
•new law you have revealed to the houfe of com<* 
mons. I hope this dodrine has no exigence but 
in your own heart. After all. Sir, if you had 
confulted that fober difcretion, which you feem 
to oppofe to the triumph, to the honeft jollity of a 
tavern, it might have occurred to you that, al- 
though you could have fucceeded in fixing a 
charge of inconfiftence upon Mr. Grenville, it 
would not have tended in any fhape tp exculpate 
yourfelf. 

Your next infinuation, that Sir William Mere- 
dith had haftily adopted the falfe glofies of his 
new ally, is of the fame fort with the firfl. It 
• conveys a fneer as little worthy of the gravity of 

your 
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yoiir chara^r, as it is afelefs to yoar defence. It 
is of little moment to the public- to enquire by 
whom the charge was conceiv^d> or hj whom it 
was adopted. The only queftion we afk is, whe^ 
ther or not it be true. The remainder of your 
refle^ons upon Mr. Grenville's condudt deftroy 
themfelves. He could not poffibly come pre- 
pared to traduce your integrity to the houfe. He 
could not fbrefee that you would even fpeak upon 
the queftion, much lefs could he forefee that yoti 
would maintain a dire6l contradiction of that doc- 
trine, which you had folemnly, difinterefledly, and 
upon fobereil refleftion delivered to the public. 
He came armed indeed with what he thought a re- 
IjpeClable authority, to fupport what he was con- 
vinced was the caufe of truth, and I doubt not 
he intended to give you, in the courfe of the de- 
' bate, an honourable and public teflimony of hit 
cfteem. Thinking highly of the abilities, I can- 
not however allow him the gift of divination. As 
to what you are pleafed to call a plan coolly 
formed to impofe upon the houfe of commons* 
and his producing it without provocation at mid- 
night, I coniider it as the language of pique and 
inveftive, therefore unworthy of regard. But, 
' Sir, I am fenfible I have followed your example 
too long, and wandered from the point* 

The 
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Tk« quotation from yo«r commeoUries u fiat* 
ter of record. It can noither be abep^d by yoyr 
friMuti, nor mifrcpreftnivd .by yoqr eoamie^* and 
I am willing 19 take your own word for what yon 
•bftve faid in the houfe of commons. If theie be » 
i-eal diiierence between what yoo have writteo 
and what yon have fpoken, you confefs that yoor 
book oqght to be (landard. Now, Sir, if words 
meane any thing, I apprehend that when a long 
enumeration of difqaalifications (whether by Aa*- 
tute or the cniloni of parliament) concludes witb 
theie general oompreheniive wordfi» ' but fubje^t 
' to thefe fcAri^ionB and difqualifications* tvery 
* Jttbje^ gS the realm is eligible of common 
' fight,' a reader of a plain underflanding muft 
«f oourfe reft fatis&ed that no fpede« of difqualifr- 
cation whatfoever had been omitted. The known 
<hara6Ur of the author^ and the apparent acgu^ 
xacy with which the whole work is compiled^ 
Would coniirm him in bis opinion ; nor a)uld he 
poffibly form any other judgment, without look- 
ing upon your commentaries in the fame light in 
which you confuier thofe penal laws, which though 
not repealod, are fallen into diiufe^ and are now 
in efFe^ a snare to the unwary. 

Yon teU us indeed that it was not part of your 
plan to fpecify any temporary incapacity, and 
that yott could not, without a fpirit of prophecy, 

' have 
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have fpeci£ed the ilifability of a privata itidivi«> 
dual, fubfequent to the period at which yott wrocti 
What your plan was I know not ; but what it 
IhoQld have been» in order to complete the 
wotk yott hftve given us^ is by no means difficult 
to determine. The incapacity, which yon call 
temporary, may continue feven yean ; and though 
you might have fbrefeen the pardcular cale of 
Mr. Wilkes, you might and flioald have foreftea 
the poffibility of Jmci a cafe, and told us how far 
the houfe of commons were authorised to proceed 
in it by the law and cuAom of parliament* The 
freeholders of Middlesex would then have known 
what they had to truft to, and would never have 
TOturned Mr. Wilkesi when colonel Luttrell was 
a candidate againft him. They would have choie 
fome indifferent perfon rather than fubmit to he 
reprefented by the obje^ of their contempt and 
deteftation. 

Your contempt to diftinguifli between difabili* 
ties, which aiFad whole clafies of men, and thoie 
which affefk individuals only, is really unworthy 
t>f your nnderftanding. Your commentaries had 
taught me that, although the inftance in which 
a penal law is exerted by particular* the laws 
themfelves are general. They are made (or the 
benefit and inftruftton of the public, though the 
peaaky falls oaly upon an individiitl* Yoa cai^ 

not 
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not bat know, Sir, that what was Mr. Wilkes's 
cafe yefterday may be yoar's or mine to-morrow» 
and that confeq'aently the common right of ever/ 
fubjed of the realm is invaded by it. Profeffing 
therefore to treat of the conftitution of the houie 
of commons, and of the laws and cuftoms relative 
to that conftitution, you certainly were guilty oF 
a mod unpardonable omiffion, in taking no no- 
tice of a right and privilege of the houfe, more 
extraordinary and more arbitrary than all the 
others they pofTefs put together. If the expulfion 
of a member,^ not under any legal difability, of 
itfelf creates in him an incapacity to be eleded, I 
fee a ready way marked out, by which the majo- 
rity may at any time remove the honeftefl and 
ableil men who happen to be in opoiition to 
them. To fay that they will not make this extra- 
vagant ufe of their power, would be a^ language 
unfit for a man fo learned in the laws>s you are. 
Sy your doArine, Sir, they ha'ui the power, and 
laws you kpow are intended to guard againft what 
men m^if do, not to truft to what they <will do* 

Upon the whole. Sir, the charge againft you \% 
of a plain, fimple nature : It appears even upoa 
the face of your own pamphlet* On the contrary, 
your j unification of yourfelf is fnll of.fubtilty and 
refentment, and. in fome places not very intelli^ 
gible.. If I were perfonally your enemy, I ihould 

' dwell 
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dwell, with a malignant pleafare, upon thofe great 
and ufefol qualifications* which you certainly pol^ 
fefs, and by which you once acquired, though 
they could not preferve to you the refpeA and 
efteem of your country, I (hould enumerate xht 
honours you have loft, and the* virtues you havie 
difgraced: but having no private refentments tb 
•gratify, I think it fufficient to have given my opr- 
:nion of your public condufi, leaving the punifh- 
sient it deferves to your clofet and to yourfelf. 

JUNIUS. 

Foftfcript to a Pamphlet intitled, * An Anfwer to 
* the Queftion ftated.' Suppofed to be written 

• by Dr. Blackftone, Solicitor to the .Queen, in 
anfwer to Junius's Letter. 

Since thefe papers were fent to the prefs, a writer 
in the public papers, who fubfcribes himfeliF Ju« 
iiius, has made a feint of bringing this queftion 
to a fhort i^ue. Though the foregoing obferva- 
tions contain in my opinion, at leaft, a full refu« 
tatioQ of all that this writer has ofered, I fliall, 
however, beilow a very few words upon him. It 
will coft me very little trouble to unravel and ex* 
-pofe the fophiftiy of his argument. 

• I take 
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< I take the qaeftion» fays he» to be ihd^kljr 

* this : Whether or no it be the known eflabiifhr 

* ed law of parliaoient, that the expuliion of 

* a member of the houfe of commons of itfelf 

* creates in him fuch an incapacity to be rt-ele&r 

* ed» thaty at a fnb&quent ele^on» any votes 

< given to him are null and void ; and that any 

< other candidate, who, except the.perfon ex- 

* pelled, has the greateft number of votes, ought 

* to be the fitting member,' 

Waving for the prefent any objedion I may have 

to this ftate of the queftion, I (hall venture to meet 

our champion up6n his own ground ; and attempt 

to fupport the afiirmative of it, in one of the two 

ways, by which he iays it can be alone fairly iiip- 

ported. * If there be.no fiatote, iays he, in which 

the fpecific difability is clearly created. Sec. (and 

we acknowledge there is none) the cuftom of par« 

liament muft then be referred to, and fome cafe or 

cafes, flriaiy in point* muft be produced, with the 

dccifion of the court upon them/ . Now I affcrt, 

that this has been done. Mr- Walpole's cafe ia 

ftriaiy in point, to prove that oxpulfion creates 

abfolute iftcapacity of being re-eleOed. Thi* waa 

the dear decifion of the houfe apon it; and waa 

a full declaration, that incapacity was the neccf 

faiyconfequencc of expulfion. The law was aa 

dcady and firmly fixed by this refolution, and ia 
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as binding in evefy fubfequent cafe of ezpalfion* 
38 if it had been declared by an exprefs ftatate, 
< That a member expelled by a refelntion of the 
boafe of commons (hall be deemed incapable of 
being re^efeftod.* Whatever doubt then there 
might have been of the law before Mr. Walpole*8 
cafe, with refpedt to the fall o'peration of a vote 
of expuliion, there can be none now. The deci- 
£on of the houfe upon this cafe is ftridly in point 
to prove, that expuUion creates abfolute incapa«' 
city in law of being re-ele6ted. 

But incapacity in law in this inftance muft have 
the fame operation and eWeGt with incapacity in 
law in every other inftance. Now, incapacity of 
being re-elef^ed implies in its very terms, that 
any votes given to the incapable perfon> at a fub* 
fequent elef^ion, are null and void. This is its 
neceflary operation, or it has no operation at all» 
It is t/ex it praterea nihil. We can no more be 
called upon to prove this proportion, than we 
can to prove that a dead man is not alive, or that 
twice two are four. When the terms are under* 
ftood, the propofition is felf-evldent. 

Laftly, It is in all cafes of ele^ion, the known 
and eftablifhed law of the land, grounded upon 
the cleareft principles of reafon and common fenfe, 
that if the votes given to one candidate are null 
and void, they cannot be oppofed to the votes 
H givea 
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given to «nptlier caadidati;. Thqr caniioc affe£l 
tlie voces of hck candidate at alL As they havcj 
4>a the 4MI9 kand, no po&cive quality to add- or 
eftabiiihy ib have they, on the other hand, no ne- 
gative one to fubftra^ or deftroy. They are, in 
« w<H'd> a n^ere non entity. Such was the dtter^ 
nination of the houfe of ooimnons in the llaiden 
and Bedford elections ; ca&s M^ly in point to 
$kt prefent qneftion, ai far as they are jneant to 
he ia point- And to &y, that they are not in 
pointy in all circiunftanoes, ia thofe particularly 
prj^f^k ut independeat of the proposition whicii 
(key as^e quoted to pn>vc> it to fay no more thaft 
ihatMaUen is not Middkfex,nor Serjeant Cowyna 
tb. Wilkef . 

. h^ «8 fee then how our proof ibuids. Expnl- 
Son peates incapacity; incapacity annihilates any 
yptei gmn to the i ncapabk pedbo. The votea 
gbr^ m the qiijdified candidate ftand upon their 
•wn bottoniy £m» and untonched, and can alone 
Ita^fdFcft* This« ose would think» would bo 
ivCcient^ . Bnt we are ibpped HkoK and told* 
* that none of oar precedents come home to the 
pcefettt cafe; aad are challenged to produce *' a 
precedent in all the proceedings of the houfe of 
comifions that does come hoaae to it, viz. <ut/&ere 
4n ifffdkdmmkthu i$en rtharmd agmm^ and ana* 
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thtr candidaU, nvitb an inferior mtmber p/ voiif^ 
has ian declared the fitting memhir. 

Inilead of a precedent, I will beg loave to 
put a cafe ; which, I fancy, will be quite as de* 
ciiive to the prefent point. Supple another Sa^* 
ckevei^t, (and every party maft hav€ its Sacheve- 
rel) ihould, at foifie future eledion, take it into 
his head to offer himfelf a candidate for the 
county of Middlefex. He is oppofed by a can- 
didate, whofe coat is of a different colour ; but 
however of a very good colour. The divine has 
an indisputable majority ; nay, the poor layman 
is abfolutely diHanced. The /heriff, after having 
had his confcience well informed by the reverehd 
cafuift, returns him, as he fuppofes, duly ele^ed. 
The whole houfe is in an uproar, at the appre-* 
Kenfion of fo (Irange an appearance amongft them. 
A motion however is at length made, that the 
perfbn was incapable of beiiig deded, that his 
eledion therefore is null and void, and that his' 
competitor ought to have been returned. No, ftiys' 
a great orator, Firft, fhew me your law for this 
proceeding. << Either produce me a flatute, in 
which the fpecili^ difability of a dergyraas is 
created ; or, produce me a precedent nvhere a 
cJergymifn has been, returned^ and another cantHdatet 
*voith an inferiw number of v^Jtest has keen detiaried 
tht fitting member^* No fudi ftatitte,' no fueh 
H z prcce- 
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precedent to be found. What anfwer then is to 
be given to this demand ? The very fame anfwer 
which I will give to that of Junius : That there 
is more than one precedent in the proceedings of 
the houfe — ' where an incapable perfon has been 

* returned, and another candidate, with an infe- 

* rior number of votes, has been declared the 
*■ fitting member ; and that this is the known and 

* eAabliihed law, in all cafes of incapacity, fronr 

< whatever caufe it may arife.' 

I ihall now therefore beg leave to make a flight 
amendment to Junius's (late of the queftlon ; the 
affirmative of which will then (land thus : 

< It is the known and edablilhed law of parlia- 
*. ment, that the expuKion of any member of the 

< houie of commons creates ip him an incapacity 
<. of being re-eledled ; that any votes given to 

* him at a fubfequent election are, in confequence 
<.of fuch incapacity, null and void ; and that 
'any other candidate, who, except the perfotr 

* rendered incapable, has the greatefl number of 

* votes, ought to be the fitting member." 

But our bufinefs is not yet quite finiihed. Mr, 
Walpole's cafe muft have a re-hearing. '^ It is 
]K>t poffible, fays this writer, to conceive a ca(e 
more exadly in point. Mr. Walpole was expelled, 
snd having a majority of votes at the next ele^i- 
ODf was returned again. The friendd^ of Mr. 

Taylor, 
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Taylor, a candidate fet up by the minidry, peti- 
tioned the houfe, that he might be the fitting 
member. Thus far the circamilances tally ex- 
actly, except that our houfe of commons faved 
Mr. Luttrell the trouble of petitioning. The 
point of law, however, was the fame. It came 
regularly before the houfe, and it was their bufi- 
nefs to determine upon it. They did determine it; 
for they declared Mr. Taylor not duly eUaed.^* 

Inllead of examining the juftnefs of this repre- 
fentation, I ihall beg leave to oppofe againll it 
my own view of this cafe, in as plain a* mianner 
and as few words as I am able. 

It was the known and etlablifhed law of parlia- 
ment, when the charge againft Mr. Walpole came 
before the houfe of commons, that they had power 
to expel, to difable, and to render incapable for 
offences. In virtue of this power they expelled 
him. 

Had they, in the very vote of expullion, adjudg- 
ed him, in terms, to be incapable of being re- 
ele^di there muil have been at once an end with 
him. But though the right of the houfe, bath to 
expel, and adjudge incapable, was clear and in- 
dubitable, it does not appear to me, that the full 
operation and efFeft of a vote of ^xpulfion fingly 
was fo. The law in this cafe had never been ex- 
prefsly declared. There had been no e/ent to 
H 3 call 
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clll np fttth a declaration. I trduble net myielf 
with the grammatical meaning of the word ocpal- 
ixon. I regard only its legal meaning. This was 
liot, as I think, precifely fixed. The houfe thought 
proper to fix it, and explicitly to declare the full 
confequences of their former vote, before they 
fa^ered thefe confequences to take efed. And in 
this proceeding they afled upon the mod liberal 
and folid principles of equity, juilice and law. 
What then did the burgeiTes of Lynn colled from 
this fecond vote ? Their fubfequent condad will 
tell us : it will with certainty tell us, that they 
confidered it as decifive againft Mr. Walpole ; it 
will alfo, with equal certainty, tell us» that; upon 
fuppofition that the law of ele£lk>n flood then, as 
it does now, and that they knew it to (land thus* 
they inferred, ** that at a future election, and in 
cafe of a fimilar return, the houfe would receive 
the fame candidate, as duly elefled, whom they 
had before rejefted." They could infer nothing 
but this. 

It is needlefs to repeat the circumilance of dif^ 
iimilarity in the prefent cafe. It will be fuffident 
to obferve, that as the law of parliament, upon 
which the houfe of commons grounded every ftep 
of thetr proceedings, was clear beyond the reack 
of doubt, fo neither could the Freeholders of 
Middlefex be at a lofs to forefee what muft be the 

inevi* 
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«iieticabic coafeqoence of their proceedings in op^ 
po&tion to it. For upon every rettfm of Mr. 
.Wilkes, the houfe made enquiry, whether any 
votes were given to any other candidate. 

fittt I could venture, for the experiment's fake, 
even to give this writer the utmoft he afks ; to al- 
low the moft perfeA iimilarity throaghotit in thefe 
•two cafes ; to allow, that the law of expulfion was 
quite as clear to the burgefles of Lynn, as to the 
freeholders of Middlefex. It wilF, I am confident, 
avail his canfe b«t little. It will only prove, that, 
the law of eledlion at that time was different from 
the prefent law. It will prove, that, in all cafes 
of an incapable candidate returned, the law then 
was, that the whole election fhould be void. £ut 
now we know that this is not law. The cafes of 
Maiden and Bedford were, as has been feen, de- 
termined upon other and more Jufl principles. 
-And thefe determinations are, I imagine, admitted 
on ail iides, to be law. 

I would willingly draw a veil over the remain- 
ing part of this paper. It is aflonifhing, it is 
painful, to fee men of parts and ability, giving 
into the moft unworthy artifices, and defcending 
fo much below their true line of charade/. But 
if they are not the dupes of their fophiftry, (which 
is hardly to be conceived) let them coniidet that 
they ar^ fomething much worfe. 

H 4. The 
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The deareft intenfb of this couatry are its laM 
asd its confiitotioo. Againft every attack apoa 
thefe, there will, I hope, be always foand amongft 
us the firmed Jfirit ef refiftance \ fuperior to the 
united efforts of fa^on and ambitioa. For am- 
bition, though it does not always take the lead of 
fa&ion, will be fure in the end to make the moft 
fatal advantage of it, and draw it to its own pur* 
poTes. But, I trail, our day of trial is yet far ofF; 
and there is a fund of good fin fo in this country ^ 
lubicb cannot long ho deceived^ by the arts either of 
falfe reafoning or falfe patriotibi. 

LETTER XVIL 

TO THE PRINTEROF THE PUELIC ADVERTISEIL. 

SIR, 

xhe gentlematti who has pubiiflied an anfwer 
to Sif William Meredith's pamphlet, having ho»» 
soured me with a poftfcript of fix quarto pages, 
which he moderately calls, beftowing iftry few 
words upon me, I cannot, in common politenefs, 
refuie him a reply. The fi^rm and magnitude of 
a quarto impofes upon the mind, and men who 
are unequal to the labour of difciifling an intricate 
argument, or wiih to avoid it, are willing enough 
to fuppofe^ that much has been proved, becaufe 

much 



LETTERS. lo^ 

moch has been faid. Mine, I confefs, are htmi- 
ble labours. I do not prefume to inflriid the 
learned, but fimply to inform the body of the 
people ; and I prefer that channel of conveyance, 
which is likely to fpread fartheft among them*. 
The advocates of the miniftry feem to me to 
write for fame, and to flatter themfelves, that 
the fize of their works will make th^m immortal. 
They pile up rela£lant quarto upon folid folio, as 
if their labours, becaafe they are gigantic, could 
contend with truth and heaven. 

The writer of the volume in queftion meets me 
upon my own ground. He acknowledges there 
is no flatute, by which the fpecific difabllity we 
fpeak of is created, but be affirms, that the cuf- 
tom of parliament has been referred to, and that 
a cafe ftri£kly in point has been produced, with 
the deciiion of the point upon it. — I thank him 
for coming fo fairly to the point. He aiFerts, that 
the cafe of Mr. Walpole is £tti&\y in point to 
prove that expulixon creates an ablblute incapa- 
city of being re«ele£led ; and for this purpofe he 
refers generally to the firft vote of the hoafe upon 
that occafion, without venturing to recite the 
vote itfelf. The unfair, diiifigenuoas artifice of 
adopting that part of a precedent, which feems 
to fuit his purpoie, and omitting the remainder, 
deferves fome pity^ bat cannot excite my re(ent- 

ment. 
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mokU He takes advjttUge eagerly of the firft re* 
ibhition, by which Mr. Walpde*s incapacity Ib 
declared ; and as to the two Ibllowing, by which 
the candidate with the feweft rotes was declared 
** not doly ele^ed*'' and the eleaioQ itfelf va* 
cated» I dare fay he wonld be well fatisfied, if 
they were for ever blotted ont of the journals of 
the honfe of commons. In £iir argnment, no 
part of a precedent ihonld be admitted» anlefs 
the whole of it be given to us together. The 
author has divided his precedent, for he kaew^ 
that» taken together, it produced a confequeoce 
diredly the reverie of that which he endeavours 
to draw from a vote of expaliion. But what will 
this honefl perlbn iay, if I take him at bis word, 
and demonftrate to him* that the houfe of comr 
mons never meant to found Mr. Walpole's inca- 
pacity upon his expulfion only? What fubterfugc 
will then remain ? 

Let it be remembered that we are fpeaking of 
the intention of men, who lived more than half a 
centry ago, and that fuch intention can only be 
colle^ed from their words and adions, as they 
are deHvered to us upon record. To prove their 
. defigns by a fuppoittion of what they would have 
done, oppofed to what they adlually did, is mere 
trifling and impertinence. The vote, by which 
Mr. Walpole's incapacity was declared, is thus 

expreffed, 
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cxprefie«l, '' That Robert W^dpok* Efq; having 
*< been this feffion of parliament committed a pri<« 
** foner to the Tower, and expelled thi» houfe 
'* for a breach of truft in the. execution. of his 
** office^ and notorious corruption when a fecre* 
« tary at war, was and is incapable of being 
** ele^ed a member to ferve in this prefent par« 
** liament *•" Now, Sir, to my onderftandisg^ 
no propoiition of this kind can be more evident, 
thAii that the houfe of commons, by this very 
^ote, themfelves underflood, and meant not to 
declare, that Mr. Walpole's incapacity sp'ofe front 
the crimes he had committed, nor from the 
puniihment the houfe annexed to them. The 
high breach of truft, the notorious corruption are 
flated in the flrongeft terms. They do not tell us 
he was incapable becaufe he was expelled, but 
becaufe he had been guilty of fuch offences u 
ja&ly rendered him unworthy of a feat in parlia^ 
ment. If they had intended to fix the difability 

* It is well worth remarking, that the compiler of a cer- 
tain quarto, called Thtf cafe of the lafi eUSf'ionfir the county of 
Middlefex confidered^ has the impudence to recite this verf 
TOtc, in the following terms, vide page 2. " Refolved, that 
*• Robert Walpole, Efq; having been that feflion of parlia- 
** meat expelled the houfe, was and is incapable of being 
" elected a member to fcrve in the prefent parliament," 
There cannot be a Wronger pofitive proof of the treachery of 
the compijer, nor a (Wronger prefumpcive proof of that he was 
convinced that the vote, if .truly rrcited, would overturn his 
whole Argument. 

upon 
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upon his expuliion alone, the mention of his 
crimes in the fame voce woald have been highly 
improper. It could only perplex the minds of 
the eledorSy who» if they collected any thing 
from fo confufed a declaration of the law of par* 
liament, muft have concluded that their repre- 
f(?ntative had been declared incapable becaufe he 
was highly guilty, not becaufe he had been 
ponifhed. But even admitting them to have un« 
derftood it in the other feiife, they mnfl; then, from 
the very terms of the vote, have united the idea 
of his being fent to the Tower with that of his 
expuUion, and confidered his incapacity as the 
joint effed of both. 

I do not mean to give- an opinion upon the 
juftice of the proceedings of the houfe of com- 
mons with regard to Mr. WalpOle ; bat certainly, 
if 1 admitted their cenfure to be well founded, I 
could no way avoid agreeing with them in the 
confequence they drew from it. I could never 
have a doubt, in law or reafon, that a man, con- 
vided of a high breach of trufl, and of a noto- 
rious corruption, in the execution of a publie 
office, was and ought to be incapable of fitting in* 
the fame parliament. Far from attempting to in* 
validate that vote, I ihould have wiihed that the 
incapacity declared by it could legally have been 
continued for ever* 

Now, 
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Now, Sir, obferve how forcibly the argmnent 
]«turns. The honfe of commons, upon the face 
of their proceedings, had the ftrongeft motives to 
declare Mr. Walpole incapable of bfeing re- 
eleded. They thought ftich a man unworthy to 
fit among them. To that point they proceeded 
no farther ; for they refpeded the rights of the 
people, while they averted their own. They did 
not infer, from Mr. Walpole's incapacity, that 
his opponent was duly elected ; on the contrary 
they declared Mr. Taylor *« Not duly cleded," 
and the eledion itfelf void. 
' Such, however, is the precedent, which my 
honeft friend aflures us is (hidly in point to prove, 
that expuUion of itfelf creates an incapacity of 
being ele^d. If it had been fo, the prefent 
houfe of commons ihould at leaft have fol- 
lowed Hrl&ly the example before them, and 
ihould have Hated to us, in the fame vote, the 
crimes for which they expelled Mr. Wilkes ; 
whereas they refolve fimply, that, " having beea 
** expelled, he was and is incapable.'' In this 
proceeding I am authotized to affirm, they have 
neither flatute, nor cuilom, nor reafon, nor one 
iingle precedent to fupport them. On the other 
fide, there it indeed a precedent fo ftrongly in 
point, that ail the inchanted caftles of minifteriai 

magic 
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Aftgic fill btffdre it. In the year i6g^, (a pe> 
liod which the rankell Tory dare aot except 
againii) Ifr. Wollafton was expelled, re-ele£led, 
and admitted to take his feat in the fame parlia- 
flient. The miniflry have precluded them(elves 
from all objections drawn from the caufe of his 
expulfion, for they affirm abfolutely that cxpul- 
£oa of itfelf creates the difability. Now, Sir» 
kt fophiftry evade, let falfehood afTert, and im- 
pudence deny— — ^here (lands the precedent, a 
land-mark to dired us through a troubled Tea of 
controverfy, confpicuous and unremoved. 

I have dwelt the longer upon the difcuflion of 
this pointy becaufe in my opinion it comprehends 
the whole queftion. The reft is unworthy of no- 
tice. We are enquiring whether incapacity be 
or be not created by expulfion. In the cafes of 
Bedford and Maiden, the incapacity of the per- 
fbnft returned was matter of public notoriety, for 
it was created by a6t of parliament. But really,' 
Sir, my honeft friend's fuppodtions are as unfa- 
vourable to him as his fads. He well knows that' 
xht clergy, befides that they are reprefented in 
common with their fellow-fubje^s, have alfo a 
ftparate parliament of their own ? — that their 
incapacity to fit in the houfe qf commons has been 
confirmed by repeated decifions of the houfe, and 

that 
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that the law of parliament, declaned by tho(fi de-; 
cifions* has been for aboire two ceoturiet noto* 
rious and undifputed. The author is certainly at 
lib^ty to 6uicy ca&9» and make whatevier com- 
parifoas he thinks pioper ; his fuppofittons ftilt 
continue at a diibnce from fadiy as his wild dif- 
courffis are from folid argnmrnt. 

The conclusion of his book is candid to ex« 
treme. He offers to grant mc dl I defire* Hft 
thinks he may fafely admit that the ca& of Mr. 
Walpole makes diredly af ainft him« for it Ibems 
he has one grand folation iupttt^ for all difficnl- 
ties. Iff fays he* / wtun io allofvo all tbis^ it nmil 
6nly prfhvif that the Unu of elision «was dijfermty, sm 
^y£en AniCs timt^ fram 'what it is at prtftnt* 

This indeed is more than I expededa The 
principle, I know, has been maintained in ^id» 
but 1 never expelled to (ee it ib formally declared.. 
What can he mean t does he a£ume this langaaga 
to fatisfy the doubts of the people, or does he 
mean to roafe their indignation \ ar? the minifiqi 
-daring encmgh to aiirm that the houfe of com«^ 
mons have a right to make and unmake the lavr 
of parliament at the^r pleafure ? — Does the law 
of parliamei^, which we are fo often told is the 
kw of the land ?«•<«• Does the common right of 
^stxy fttbjed of the realm depend npoa an arbi- 
trary 
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trwy, capricious vote of one branch of the le- 
giflaturc i The voke of troth and rcafon maft be 

The miniftry tells us plainly that this is no 
longer * queftion of right, but of power and 
force alone. What was law yeftcrday is not law 
to-day : and now it fcems we have no better role 
to live by than the temporary difcrction an<i 
fluauating integrity of the houfc of commons. 

Profeffions of patriotifm are become ftale and 
ridiculous. For my o^n part, I claim no mcnt 
from endeavouring to do a fervice to my fcllov- 
fubjeas. I have done it to the beft of my undcr- 
ftanding ; and without looking for the approba- 
tion of other men, my confci^nce is fatisfied. 
What remains to be done concerns the colleaivc 
body of the people. They are now to determine 
for themfelves, whether they will firmly and con- 
ftitutionallyairert their rights ; or make an hum- 
ble flavifh furrender of them at the feet of the 
miniftry. To a generous mind there cannot be 
* doubt. We owe it to our anceflors to prcferve 
entire thefe rights, which they have delivered to 
our care ; we owe it our pofterity, not to fuffer 
*beir deareft inheritance to be deftroyed. But if 
it were po£Gble for us to be infenfible of thofe ia- 
cred claims, there is yet an obligation binding 
npon ourfelvesy from which nothing can acquit 
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^*^t pec£>nal intBieft wlixck we caahot fcrreu- 
^er. To alienate even oar own rights, would be 
a crime as much more enormous than fnidde, as 
a lile pf civil fodety and freedom is faperior to a 
•hue exiflence; and if life be the bounty of hea- 
.VRi» we fcorafbUy Mjeft the nobkft' part of the 
^BA% if'we cott^t to forrender - that certain rule 
ii>£liYing, without which the condidon of* human 
2iatttre is not only miferable, but contemptible* 
: JUNIUS. 
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<^0 TI^E PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADV£RriS£a« 

SIR, 

■I Muft beg of you to print a few lines, in expla- 

•nadon of lome^afiages in my laft letter, which I 

^lee have been mifunderftood. 

• 1. When I faid, that the houfe of commons 

'-never meant to found Mr. Walpole's incapacity on 

•his expuliion ^;r/y, I meant no more than to deny 

the general propofitidn, that expuliion ^^ons creates 

the incapacity. If there be any thing ambiguous 

in the expreflion, I beg leave to explain it by fay- 

^Si that, in my opinion, expuliion neither cre- 

*' I ates 
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M^ttSf aor ia any part contribates to create the ia* 
upacity in qaeftion* 

2. I ctrcfbny avoided entering into the mcriti 
of Mr. Walpole'i cafe. I did not enqiixi^ whe- 
ther the hoafe of commons aded juRly, or whe- 
ther they ttttly declared the |aw of paitemeot. 
My remarks went only to their apparent memMg 
and i&tendon, » it ftands declared in their own 
refoJution* 

3. 1 never meant to affirm, that a commitment 
to the Tower created a difqaalification* On the 
contrary, I confidered that idea as an abfbrdity 
into which the miniftry muft inevitably fa11» if they 
leafoncd right npon their own principles* 

The cafe of Mr. Wbllaften fpeaks fat itlelf- 

The miniflry aflert that expulfion alone creates an 

abfolute, eomplete incapacity to be re-ele^ed to 

^t in the iante parliament. This propofition they 

^ave uniformly maintained, without any condittoa 

or modification whatibever. Mr. WoUafton was 

cjfpdled, re-eleaed, and admitted to take his feat 

in the fame parliament.-*—*—! leave it to the pab- 

lie CO determine, whedier this be a plain matter 

of fAil, or mere aonlenfe and declamation. 

JUNIUS. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO HIS^ GRACB Tm »— OF i i > 

MY LORD* 

X ou are (b tittle «£c«ftomed to receive aay maikt 
of reiped or efteem from tlie pttblic, that if, in 
^the following lines, a compliineat or expreffion 
of applavfe (hoald efcape me, I fear you would 
confider it as « mockery of yonr eiablifhed cha«> 
ra^er, and perhaps an infnlt to yoor onderfiand- 
!ng. Yon hare nice feelinga, my Lord» if we 
mayjndge from yonr refetttments. Cantioos there* 
fore of giving ofience* where you have fo little 
deferved it, I Ihall leave the illuftradon of your 
virtues to other hands. Your friends have a prl> 
idlege to play upon the eafineis of your teraper^ 
ibr poffibly they are better acquainted with your 
good qualities than I am. You have done good 
by ftealth. The reft is upon recoid* Yon hare 
IBII left ample room for fpecolation, when pane* 
gyric is exhaufted. 

Yott are indeed a very confiderable man. The 
liigKeft ranks— -a fplendid fortune; and a name» 
gloriotts till it was yours, were fuffident to have 
ftppofTted yon with meaner abilities than I think 
yofo po£e6t Prom the Mt, yon derived a con- 
I 2 fiittttional 
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llitutional claim to refpeft; from the fecond, a 
natural exteofivc authority ;—- the laft created a 
partial expeftation of hereditary virtues. The ufe 
you •have madeof thefe uncommon advantages 
might have been more honourable to yourfelf, but 
could not be more inftrudUve to martkind. We 
jnay trace it in the veneration of yonr country, 
the choice of your friends, and in the accomplifh- 
jnent of every fanguine hope, whjch the public 
plight have conceived from the illuflrious name of 

R 1. 

The eminence of your ftation gave you a com- 
. inanding prolped of your duty. The road, which 
led to honour, was open to your view. You could 
not lofe it by miHake, and you had no temptation 
to depart from it by delign. Compare the natural 
dignity and importance of the richefl peer of Eng- 
land ;-:-rthe noble independence, which he might 
have maintained in parliament; and the real in« 
tereil and rcfpedl, which he might have acquired^ 
.not only in parliament, but through the whole 
kingdom; compare thefe glorious diftin£Uons with 
the ambition of holding a fhare in government, 
,the emoluments of a place, the fale of a borough, 
or the purchafe of a corporation; and though yon 
may not regret the virtues, which create refpcft, 
you may fee, with anguifh, how much real im- 
.portaacc and authority you have loft. Confidcr 

the 
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Ae charaAer of an independent virtuous Dake of 
■ ■ ; imagine what he might be in this coun- 

tiy, theft refledt one moment upon what you are. 
If it be poflib!e for me to withdraw my attention- 
from the fadl, I will tell you in theory what fach- 
a man mig)it be. 

Confcious of his own weight and importance* 
his conduct in parliament would be direded by 
nothing but the conftitutional duty of a peer. He 
would confider himfelf as a guardian of the laws. 
Willing to fuppor! thejuft meafures of government, 
but determined to obfcrve the condu^ of the mi- 
nifter with fufpicion, he would oppofe the violence 
of fa^on with as much iirmnefs, as the encroach- 
ments of prerogative. He would be as little ca- 
pable of bargaining with the minifter for places 
for himfelf, or his dependants, as of defcendlng 
to mi:^ himfelf in the intrigues of oppofitlon. 
Whenever an impo^tan^ queftion called for his 
opinion in parliament, he would be heard, by the 
moil profligate minifter, with deference and ref- 
ped. His authority would either fanftify or di(^ 
grace the meafures of government. — The people 
would look up to him as to their protedtor, and a 
virtuous prince would have one honell man in his 
dominions, in whofe integrity and judgment he 
might fafely confide. If it ihould be the will of 
providence to affti^ him with a domeHic mtsfor^ 
I 3 tuije. 
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tooe, lie wovU fiiboiit 10 thefiroke, wilb £^£11^ 
bot apt withoat digni^. He wo^ild confidcr tb» 
people as lus ckildrea* aad receive a gmttom^ 
iieiit-felt cxmiblatioiit in the fympeiUfiBg tmrH 
and Ueffiogs of lut coantrj. 

Your Grace niay probably diftover^^etlnag 
more iotelligiUe in tbe negative part of tbk illsA' • 
trioDt ckara^er. TkemaoIhaTecleftribediMMikl 
li€ftr proftitiite Ua dignity in parliament by an 
indecent. violence ettber in oppofing or defending^ 
a minifler* • He would not at one moment ranco* 
rottfly perfecttte* at another baiely cringe to th^ 
favoorite of hit. S n> After outraging the 

royal dignity with peremptory conditions, little 
ihort of menace and hoftility» he would never der 
icend to the humility of fbliciting an interview with 
the Favoorite, and of oftring to recover, at anji 
price, the honour of his friendihip. Though de« 
ceived perhaps in his youth, he would oot, through ^ 
the courle of a long life» have invariably chofen* 
hit friends from among the moftproiigate of mant. 
kind. His own honour would have forbidden him 
from mixing his private pleafnres or convei&iion 
with jockeys, gameflers, blafphemers, gladiators* 
or buffoons. He would then have never felt» mncb 
lefs would he have fubmitced to the diihoneft ne^ 
ceffity of engaging im die intcrefts and intrignes 
of his dependants, of fupplying thdbr nces* of 

relieving 
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mSnhtg thdur beggaiyt at the dtptaot of lii» 

He wfold not hmrn hetnf^d fach igno- 

or Ihck caatmf t of tiM ooaiitocioa, u 

epcil/ txr wrow* in a couvc of joftice» the pur* 

chafe and fide of a borough. He woold not have 

thoofhtit Qpttfiient with hit rank in dw ftatt» or 

tfcn with his perfbnal importance, to be the little 

rfraat of a little corpontton. He wonM oevv 

have been in Ateed with viitnet which he had la* 

booied to extingniifhy nor faicfed thedifgrace of 

a moctifying deftat, which haa made him ridica- 

laaa and oontemirtible, even to the ftw bjr whom 

he was not detefted. I r e veren c e the aAi^iens of 

a good man«-«hi8 ibnows are ftcred. Bot how> 

can we take part in the diftrefles of a man, whom; 

we can neither love nor efteem ; or feel fo a caw 

hmity» of which he himfelf is inienfible? Where 

was'tfae father^s heart, when he could kiok for^ 

or iind an immediate coalblation for the lofs of an 

only (on, in oonfaltations and bargains for a phce 

at court, and even in the mifery of ballottiog at 

the India Hooie! 

Admitting then that yon have miftaken or de- 
fated thofe hottoorable principles. Which ought to 
have diieded your condttd; admitting that yoO' 
have as little cllum to private ai!e£yon as to pub- 
lic efteem, let us iee with what abilities, with what 
degree of judgment yon have carried your own 
I 4 fyftem 
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fyftem into execution. A great many in thcibceie&r 
and even in the fflagnitude of his crimes, • inds « 
jefcj^e from contempt. :Yottr Grace is c»ery way. 
unfortanate. Yet I will not look back to thofe 
ridiculoQs fcenes, by which in your earlier dzjSr 
you thought it an honour to be diftinguifiied ; the 
recorded ftripes, the public infamy, your own fuf^ 
ferings» or Mr. Rigby's fortitude* Tke&' events 
undoubtedly left an impreffion, fthough^ot upoa 
your mind. Tofacharatnd, it may perhaps be 
a pleafure to refied, that there i^ hardly a comer 
of any of his Majefty's kingdoms, except France,, 
in which, at one time or other, your valuable life 
has not been in danger. Amiable n^an ! we fee 
and acknowledge the prote^on of Providence, by 
which you have (o often efcaped the perfonal de- 
teftation of your fellow-fubjefts, and arc ftill rc- 
ferved for the public juftice of your country. 

Your hiflory begins to be important at diat aa-^ 
fpicious period, at which you were deputed to re-* 
present the £arl of Bute, at the court of Versailles. 
It was an honourable office, and executed with the 
fame fpirit with which it was accepted. Your pa- 
trons wanted an ambaifador,. who would ftibmit to 
make conceffions, without daring to iniift upon 
any honourable condition for his Sovereign. Their 
bufinefs required a man who had as little feeling for 
his own ^ig^^^y ^ ^^f ^^ welfare of his country ; 

and 
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tad they found him in the fiift rank of the. nobility.' 
JB^l<ifle» Goree, Guadaloape» Su Lucia, Marti*: 
si^e, the Fiihery, and the Havanna, are glorious 
monuments of your Grace's talentsfor hegotiation. 
My lord, we are too well acquainted with your pe- 
cuniary chamber, to thank it poflible that To many 
public facrifices ihould have been made, without 
ibme private compenfatsons. Your condudcar- 
ries with it an interior evidence, beyond all the 
legal proof of .a count of judicer Even the callous 
pride, of Lord Eg^emont was alarmed. He faw 
and felt his own difhonour in correfpondmg with 
you ; and there certainly was a moment^ at which 
he meant to have refifted, had not a fatal lethargy 
prevailed over his faculties, and carried all fenfe 
and memory away with it. 
. I will not pretend to fpecify the fecret terms on 
which you were invited, to fufvport an adminiftrati- 
on which Lord Bute pretended to leave in full pof- 
ieffion of their miniderial authority, and perfedly 
mailers of themfelves. He was not of a temper to 
relinquiih power, tho' he reti/ed from employment. 
Stipulations were certainly \ made between your 
Grace and him, and certainly violated. After two 
years fubmiflion, you thought you had colledted a 
ilrength fufEcient to controul his indaence, and 
that it was your turn to be a tyrant, becaufe you 
had beexi a flare* When you found yourfelf mif- 

taken 
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taken ia yoor ^piami tf jrour giadow Ifdtl^^ 
firmiMfi^ diftppouitiBCBt got tho iicctcr of all yoar 
kamfale difieretioiw and earned ]fcm ta as tamb 
of ootrage to hh pcriba» as dUbut fioai tnie IpH 
nt» ae from all desoeacy and tefptd. After rein 
Uag hint of the rights of a Kuig> yon woold aojb 
penait him to prdenre the honour of a Gentle^ 
man* It was then Lord Weymoath was nominated 
to lrdand» and difpatched (we well remember with 
what indecent hotiy) to fdoader the tceafiirj of 
the firft fruits of an employment which yon well 
knew he was nerer to execnte. 

This fiidden deckiation of war againft theFi^ 
vottrite might hare given yon a momentary merit 
with the poblic» if it had either been adopted iqaoft 
pxinciple, or maintained with refi>latiQn. Without 
kelong back to all yonr former fervility» we need 
iOnly oUerve yoor fobfequent condttd* tofeeupow 
what motives yoo nAcd. Appamntly united wid& 
Mr. GienviUcv yon waited until Lord Rocking-; 
ham's fiseUe adminiftration ihonlddiffolve in its 
own weakncis.*— The moment their difmiffion waa 
fiifpeded, the moment yon perceived that another 
fyikm was adopted intheclolet» you thought it 
no difgjace to return to your former dependance^ 
aad folicit once more the friendflup of Lord Bute« 
Yon begged an interview* at wUch he had fpirit 
enough to treat yon with contempt* 

It 
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It worfd Mw bt of littk mk to poiat o«t» if 
wkat » tniiiof fweak» iBJodidous neafures, k be« 
c«noMcd&tf]r» or was tkoogktfo, tocaUjroa back 
ao « fliafe in tbe adauiiiftratioii. The ftieiicb» 
wliom you did aoctn die kaft iailaaoe defert» wera 
noeof adutfaAertoadd tioigdiorercdtttogo* 
▼emiMiit; and at that time yonraUiaiice with the. 
Dnke of Grafton was» I piefiuae^ haidly forefeco* 
Wo smft look for other ftipiiIalioiM» to account fist 
that fodden lefelutienof the dofet, by which three 
of your dependants (vnhob chanfters, I diinfc^ ^ 
cannot be lefi rtfpefted than they, are) were ad« 
vanced to oficei» through which you m^ht again 
coatronl the aiiniier» and probably engroft the 
whole direAion of affinn. 

The poflefion of afafirfute power it now oncd 
nuMie within your reach. The meafnres yon have 
taken to obtain and confirm it^ are too grofs lo 
e&ape the eyes of a dificeming judicious prince;* 
His palace is befiegcd ; the lines of circomvaUa<» 
tion are drawing round him ; and unleft he finds 
a reiburce in his own a6iivityy or in the attachment 
of the real fneads of his fiunily» the beft of prin* 
ces muft fttbmit to the confinement of a ftate prl* 
foner,, until your Grace's death, or fome Ids for* 
tanate event fliall naft the fiege. For the prefent» 
you may fiifdy refume that ftyle of iafult and me- 
nace* which even a private gentlcmaii cannot fob- 

mit 
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nit to hear witho'at being • contempliUe. Ur^ 
Mackenzie's hiilory is not yet forgotten* - and -yov 
may find piecedents enoogh of the inode in which 
an imperious fubje^ may fignlfy his> {^eaAtre- to 
kis Sovereign. Where will this gracious- mpnarck 
look for affiftance, when the wretched G ■ n 
could forget his obligations to his. mafter, and de* 
lert him for a hollow alliance with Juch sl man as 
theDukeof— — • 

Let us confider you, then, as arrived at the fum- 
mit of worldly greatnefs : let ns foppofe, that all 
your plans of avarice and ambition are accom- 
pliibed, and your moil fanguine wiihes gratified in 
the fear, as well as the hatred of the people : Can 
age itfelf forget that you. are now in thelaft zGt of 
life i Can grey hairs make folly venerable ? and 
is there no period to be referved for meditation 
and retirement ? For ihame 1 my Lord : Let it 
not be recorded of you, that the lateft moments of 
your life were dedicated to the fame unworthy 
purfuits, the fame bufy agitations, in which your 
youth and manhood were exhanfled. Coniider» 
that, although yon cannot difgrace your former 
life, you are violating the chara&er of age, and 
^xpoiing the impotent imbbcility, after you have 
loft the vigour of the pafiions* 

Your friends will aflc, perhaps. Whither (ball 
this unhappy old man retired Can he remain in 

the 
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the metrppdi0» where ku/Iife kas beenfo often 
threaten^} ^nd hb pahce fo often atuticked? If 
lie returns t6 W— n» fevnand mockery await 
him. He. muft create a felitnde roiOid hU eftatOp 
if he would avoid the fiuje of reproach and d^ 
rifion. . At Flytaouthi .hk -dflftruftion would be 
more than probable ; at&xeter» ineWtable. -No 
honeft EngUQiman will evor forget hit a^iaohmf«»t» 
nor any liioneft Scotchmaui forgire his ticachtry to 
Lord BvLpt* At every town hfi enters,, be. nuft 
change i}i» Uveries and Ms tiaine. Which ibvir 
way he. fiies, the Hue and.Cry of the coonuy pos- 
fues him.; ♦ ■ ' 't 

In another kingdonf indeed, the bleffisgs Of his 
^dminiilration have betosiore feiiifiUy felt ;— ^4tis 
virtues better underftood >— or at worft, they wiU 
.not* fbrjum alone, forget their hofpitaUty.*— As 
well might Ve a r e s have returned to Sicily. You 
have twipe efcape^* my Lot'd ;':be^re Of a third 
experiment. The indignation of a whole people* 
plundered, infulted, ' and bpprefled as they have 
been, will not always be difappointed. 

It is in vain therefore to fhift the ^fcene. You 
can no more fly from your enemies than from 
yourfelf. Ferfecuted abroad, you look into your 
own heart |br confolation, and find nothing but 
reproaches and defpair. But* my Lord, you may 
^ait the field of bufinefi> though not the field of 

danger ; 
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dinger ; nd dioiigli you amnot be iStRf, yeti mkf 
ceafttoberidiailoiM; I femr yon luiife Ifflttied 
too loBg to the axMce of tkofe' pernicioits frkndit 
wkk wlM>fe iatticib yo« kave li»rclidfy' oiilted }^ 
-ovrmnd for whom yoo bafe facriltenl cfrerjrVnMi^ 
diAt ottghtfo be dour CO mnttt of honour. Tii€f 
•ore itiU luife caoogii to idKOorage the Ibfli^ df 
•yoor cge, mm tliey once did tlie vice^ of yoiir 
yoc^ll• Atficdeacqoaintedwitli theMle^ofdi^ 
.cariua» as wltli die kwt of mondity, ttiey will not 
,*icr yoo to fwofit by experience, nor even ft) 
•coAfnlt the propiicty of a bad diaraaer. Bven 
now they tell yoo, diat life is no more dian a dnh 
matic Ibene, in which the herb flibuM prefehre hh 
confifiency to thelaft, and diat as yoa lived With- 
e«tvirtne» yon Ihodd die withoot repentance. 

JUNIUS. 

I. E T T E R XX* 

S I R, 

Having accidendy feen a tffmiScMm of yodr 
tetfcw, whereia you have been pleaftd to aJ9ri, 
that I had JhU die companions of my fnccefs; £ 
joi again obliged to declare die faid aflertion to 
^^«^o&,'Mfim0miw^mari0Mi/0t/^ and f 
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jl^im cfttl upoB yoa t» ftttd fmtk» afovir jomrMf, 
ttd/fwrdieduurgf. If 700 can mftke k Mt tD 
the fiuicfaftioii of aiif toe man in the kni^dM, 
I will be eoAtent to be thoaghe the worft man in 
it; if yoo do not^ what rnuft die natioB tUnk of 
jon^ Partj^ has nodiiDg to do in this affair: Yoli 
*;)unre made a peiibnal i^tack upon my honoar, de* 
famed mt by a moft vile ealiunay» which aright 
pofiUy have funk into oUtnon, had not fodk «a- 
omimon paint been taken to renew and perpettf* 
ate dus icandalf chiefly becanieithaaboett tM 
in good langoage : F6f I pve yo« foil credit fbr 
yoor elegant diAion, well tomed periods, and 
acdc wit ; bat wit it oftentimes hlk, thoo{^ k 
nay appear brilliant t which is exadly the cafe 
of yoor wM firfirmMd* Bttt» Sir, I am obliged 
ia the wiAfin$us manner to accufe yon of being 
gvilty of fid/hiu. Yon hare faid the thing that 
it nut. To fttpport yoor ftory, yon hare reconrfe 
to the following imJiJtMi argument : * Yon fiU 
the companions of your vidory, becanfe when the 
fizteenth regiment was given to you^ yon waa 
/Kntf/ The conclofion is inevitable. I believe 
that fiich dap and mcuH rtmfmng could only como 
ftom foch an extraordinary writer as Jumus. Boa 
mifortonately for yon, the prtmju as well as the 
ambfan are abfolutely/3i^. Many applications 
have been nade to theoMniftty on the fobjea of 

the 
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,^ke M«i«BaR|«fom J^e Ac time of mr i^S 
.Wottd, of that r^gimcat. . A» I Iwve. for fow 
y^ars quitted London, I wM obliged to ^trc J«^ 
co^rfc to the honourable colcmd Moii£>n and 5fr 
Samuel. Coroiai to ii^^« for jne; la ;the M 
,att^u9i^ I pcrfonally delivered a memorial, to the 
JSarl of Shclbuf DC at his feat in Wilt/bice. Aa you 
;bav«.told us of your impQitance, that, you 'arc % 
.perfon of rank ^jkd/ef^ime, and above a cHme» 
Jiribe, you may in all prc^abiUty be not ftnhto'i^ 
to hu lordlhip, who can fatisfy you of the tfuthtrf* 
..wM 1 fey- But I ihall now t^ke the liberty^, Sir> 
to fcize your battery, . and turn it a^inft ypurfetf. 
If your puerile and tinfel logic could; carry "the 
leaft. weight or convidiion with it, how ma^ipu 
&and^affeded hy .^Jtfemitahle conilufitrnj 9S Y<^ 
are pleafed to term it ? According to Juniusy Si- 
lence U Gstiit. In many of the public papers, yoa 
.have been called in the moft direA and' oiFenfiv.c 
; terms a liar and a cwjuard. When did you replf 
:to thefe foul accufations ? You have been quite 
.Jilent\ quite chop- fallen : Therefore, becaufe you 
.y/z^Jilentj the nation has a right to pronouffce you 
to be both a liar and a coward from your own ar- I 
gumcnt : But, Sir, I will give you fair play; will ' 
afford you an opportunity to wipe off the firft ap- 
pellation i by defiring the proofs of your charge 
againftmc. Produce them! To wipe off the laft 

produce 



L B T T B R S. 129. 

fnAnt^jftmfelf, People cannot bear any longer 
yoor IMs^Jkimt and the deipicable impofture of the 
9ld Roman MMmi^)iic\i yon hx9tMffeaed. For the 
future alTame the name of fome modern bravo and 
dark aflaffin : Let your appellation have fonte af- 
finity to your pradice. Bnt if I mnft perijb^ 
Jmmt let me perifo in the face of day ; be for 
MCi a generous and open enemy. I allow that 
gothic affitals to cold iron are no better proofi of 
^ man's honefty and veracity than hot iron and 
l>urn]ng ploughihares are oifenuJe cbaftity : But a 
foldier's honour is as delicate as a woman's ; it 
mufinotbe fufpe&ed; you have dared to throw 
more than a fuTpicion upon mine: You cannot but 
know the confequences, which even the meeknefs 
of Christianity would pardon me for, after the in- 
jury you have done me. 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 

LETTER XXI. 

H^gret Uteri Utbalis arundo. 

TO Sia WILLIAM DRAPER; K. B. 

\ 
SIR, 

. After ib long an interval, I did not exped to 

fee the debate Itviyed between us. My anfwer 

K to 
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to yotir kft letter fiiall be <hon $ for I write to yxm 
with reladance, and I hope we ihall nofh ccm^. . 
dude our correfpondence fqr ever. 

Had you been originally and without protroea* 
tlon attacked by an anonymons writer, yon wonld 
liave feme right to^emand his name. But in this 
caufe you are a volunteer. You engaged in it with 
the unpremidated gallantry of a foldier. Yottw^er^ 
content to fet your name in oppoiition to a man^ 
who would probably continue in concealment* 
Vou underfiood the terms upon which we were to 
correfpondy and gave at leafl a tacit aiTent to them* 
After voluntarily atUcking me under the char^^t 
of Junius, what poffible right have yoa to know 
me under any other ? Will you forgive me if I 
infinuate to you, that you forefaw fome honour ill 
the apparent fpirit of coming forward in peribn» 
and that you were not quite indifferent to the dif* 
play of your literary qualifications ? 

You cannot but know that the republication of 
my letters was no more than a catchpenny contri* 
Vance of a printer, in which it was impoffible I 
ihould be concerned, and for which I am no way < 
anfwerable. At the fame time I wifh you to un- 
derfland, that if I do not take the trouble p£ re- 
printing thefe papers, it is not from any fear pf 
giving .offence to Sir William Drapen 

YCuir 
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.Your remarks apdn a iignatare» adopted merely 
for diftiii£Hon» are unworthy 6f notice ; but when 
you teil me I have fubmitted to be called a liar 
and a coward, 1 maft afk yon in my turn, whether 
you lerioufly think it any way incumbent upon me 
to take notice of the filly invedlives of every fim- 
pletbfiy who writes in a news-paper; and what 
dpinioh you would have conceived of my difcre- 
tton, if I had fuffercd myfelf to be the dope of 
(6 fhallow an artifice F 

Your appeal to the fword, though confiftent 
enough wi|h yodr late prbfeffion, wilt neither prove 

your innocence nor clear yoii from fufpicion. 4 

Tour complaints with regard to the Manilla ran-^ 
fbtti were, for a coiifiderable time, a diflrefs to 
government. You were appointed (greatly out of 
your turn) to the command of a regiment, and 
dfifring that admintftration we heard no more of Sir 
William Draper. The fafls, of which I fpeak, 
may indeed be varioufly accounted for, but they 
are too notorious to be denied ; and I think you 
might have learnt at the univerfity, that a falfe 
' conclttfion is an error in argument, not a breach of 
veracity. Your folicitations, I doubt not, were 
renewed tinder another adminiflration. Adthitting 
* the faA, I fear an indiiFerent perfon would Only 
iofer from it, that experience had made you ac- 
K 2 quaiated 
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quaiiited witb the benefits of eomplaiaing. Re-^ 
member. Sir, that you have yourfelf con£e1&d, 
that, (onfiUring the iriiicalJatiatUn of this country,, 
the miwifiry are in the right to timporife <with Spain* 
This coafeffion reduces you to an unfortunate 
4ilemnia* By renewing your iblicitations, you 
xnuft either mean to force your country into a wat^ 
at a moft unieafiMiabk jund^ure ; or, having no 
Tiew or cxpe£tati(Mi of that kind» that yon look 
for nothing hot a private compeafation to yonrp 
fclf. 

As to me» it is by no means necefiary that I 
fliould be expofed to the refentiaent of the woift 
^d the moft powerful men in this countryy though 
I may be indifferent about yours. Though you 
would fight, there are others who would ailafil* 
mate. 

But after all. Sir, where is the injury ? You a^. 
fare me, that my logic is peorile and tinfel, that 
it carries not the lead weight or convidion, that 
my premifes are falfe and my conduiions abfnrd. 
If this be a jttft defcription of me, how is it pof- 
£ble for fucli a writer to diHurb your peace of 
mind, or injure a chara&er fb well eilablifiied as 
yours ? Take care. Sir William, how you indulge 
this unruly temper, left the world ihould fu%ed * 
that copfdenot has bme Sure in yourrefentments. 

I believe> 
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You hare more to fear from the treachery of your 
own' p^ons, than from any msdevolence of 
mine. 

I believe. Sir, yon will never know me. A 
confiderable time muft certainly elapfe before we 
are perfonally acquainted. You ntd not, how- 
ever, regret the delay> or fofitr an apprehenfioA 
that any length of time can reftore you to the 
Chriftian meeknefs of your temper, and difappoint 
yonr prefent indignation. If I onderiland your 
chara^ler, there is in your own breaft a repofitory, 
in which your refentments may be fafely laid up 
for future occaiions, and preferved without the 
hassard of diminution. The Odia in Unburn jnckne^ 
qute rtconekrtt^ auBaqnt prometetf I thought had 
only belonged to the woril character of antiquity. 
The text is in Tacitus ;-^you know beft where to 
look for the commentary. 

Junius. 



K J LET- 
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LETTER XXH. 

A WORD AT PAR.TING TO JUNIUS. 

SIR, ' 

As you have not favoured me with either of the 
ixplanatiom deniaoded of yoq, I can have nothing 
more to fay to you upon my oivn account Your 
mercy to me,, or tendernefs for yourfelf» has been 
very great. The public will judge of your jew*' 
^iV#i. If your excefs of modefby. forbids you to 
produce either the proofs, or yourfelf, I will ex« 
cufe it. Take courage ; I have not the teiapar 
of Tiberius^ any more than the rank or power. 
You» indeed, are a tyrant of another £>rt^ and 
upon your political bed of torture can excrudala 
any fubje&, from a £rft miniiler down to fuch a 
grub or butterfly as myfelf s like another detefted 
tyrant of aftti^uity, can make the wretched fuf* 
ferer fit the bed, if the bed will not fit the fuf^ 
ferer, by disjointing or tearing the trembling 
limbs until they^re ftretched to its extremity* 
But courage, conflancy, and patience, under tor* 
ments, have fometimes caufed the moft hardened 
mongers to relent, and foi^ve the obje^ of their 
cruelty. You, Sir, are delermined to try all that 
human nature can endure, until ihe expires : ei&9 

was 
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was it {>e»flible that you coald be the aathor of tkit 
ihoft inhuman letter to the Duke of— ? I hav« 
read with- aftonifhment and horrors where, Sir, 
-wrhere were the feelings of your own heart, when 
yott coi)ld apbraid i mod afl[e£lionate father with 
the lofs of his only and mod amiable fon ? Read 
t>ver again thofe cruel lines (^ yours, and let them 
wring yoor very foul ! Cannot political qneftions 
be difcuflbd without descending to the moft odious 
pedbnalities ? Msft you go wantonly out of your 
way to torment declining age, becanie th^ Duke 
«»- may have quarrelled with thofe whofe eaufe 
and politics you efpoufef For fliame 1 for (hame I 
^As yoo have^ft^^ ^aggfrs to him, you may juftly 
^ad the li/e of them againft your own breaft» 
did a want of courage> or of noble fentiments^ 
IHmulate him to fuch mean revenge. He is above 
it; he is brave. Do you fancy that your own bafe 
arts have infefled our whole ifland ? But your 
own rtfle£Hons, your own confcience, mull and 
will, if you have any fpark of humanity remain* 
i^gf P^^ him moft ample vengeance. Not all 
the power of words with which you are fo graced^ 
will ever walh out, or even palliate this fbnl blot 
in your eharader. I have not time at preient to 
diffed your letter fo minutely as I could wifh, but 
i will be bold enough to (sy^ that it is (as to rea- 
K 4 fon 
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foA and argument) the moft extraordinary plMiof 
florid impataue that was crcr impofsd upon the 
eyes and ears of the too credirfoas and ddaded 

mob. It accqfes the Dokc of of high txear 

fon. Upon what foandation ? Yon tell ua, '* ti^ 
the Duke's /^cjwwjf r^tfri»<ff«rmakcs it more than 
proMU, that he could not have made fuch ikcri- 
£ces at the peace^ without /ome frd^aU c^n^ei^'^' 
ti9tt$ i that hi$ condudl carried with it an interior 
evidence, beyond all the legal proofs of a court 
. of jofticc," 

My academical education* Sir» bids me tell 
-yon that it is necefTary to eftabliih the truth of 
your firft proportion, before you prefume to dn,^ 
inferences from it. Firft prove the avarke* be- 
fore you make the raih, hafty, and moft wicked 
conclufion. This father, Junius^ whom you call 
avaricious, allowed that fon eight thoufand pounds 
a year. Upon his moft unfortunate death» which 
your ufual good-nature took care to remind him 
of> he greatly increafed the jointure of the affiled 
lady, hia widow. Is this avarice ? I s this Aang 
good hy flealth F It is upon record. 

If exaa order, method, and tme osconomy as^ 
a mafter of a family j if fplendor and jiift magni- 
ficence, without wild wafte and thonghdefs ettia- 
vagance, may conftitute the character of an avar 

ricions 
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ftcion^ man, the duke is guilty. Butferamo- 

. ibenC let ns admit that an amballador may love 

.0iooey too mnch ; what proof do* you give that 

tjie has taken any to betray his country? Is it hear- 

•6y ; <^ the. evidence of letters, or ocular ; or the 

^videsce of thofe concerned in this black affair ? 

produce your authorities to the public. If is a 

. jgoft impudent kind of forcery to attempt to blmd 

tfSi^ith the fmoke, without convincing us 'that 

^l^c fi^ ^^ exiHed. You firft brand him with a 

yja ^^ ^^ is ^i^ from, to render him odious 

J /icifpcft«d. Safpicion is the foul weapon with 

wbf^^ y^ »ake all your chief attacks ; with that 

^^b. fiat ihall one of the firft fiibjeas of the 

. ^ i^ained in his £une ; (hall even his life 

, f* ^^ij:^^*"^ danger, from a charge built upon 

^ ^^/ ^^«"^*^^o»«^ Muft his houfe be be- 

Aci fen^^^^bwlefs ruffians, his journies impeded, 

fieged ^^ j^A aO'lum of an altar be infecure, from 

aad even t^T^afe and falfc ? Potent as he is, the 

affertionsib ^^le tojuftice; if guilty, puaiihable. 



4ukc is aavtaa^^^^^ jj the high and folemn tribunal 

IVt ^wV^aai«;^^lj gjgat moment. To that be 

hut matters of » ^^fi^t I hope alfo that fome notice 

they fttbitttted. ^^ ^^^ pumlhmcnt inaided 

iriiIhctak«ii.o€» efpcciaUyuponfttch,7i«wa/, 

• V .»^ /z /v/^ In aay tr»» •* ^^^ *P** 
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«ven vrith Junius ; will agree with him that it is 
iiighly unbecoming the dignity of Peers to tamper 
iwidi boroughs. Anftocracy is as fatal asr demo- 
cracy. Our oon^ttttion admits of neither. It 
lores a King* L.ords, and Commons really chofea 
by the unbought fufnges of a free people. But 
if corruption only fliifts hands ; if the wealthy 
Commoner gives the bribe, infteadof the potent 
Peer, is the ftate better ferved by this exchange ? 
Is the real emancipation of the- borough eSkOsd^ 
becaaf^ asw parchment bonds may poffibly fuper- 
Mt the old? To fay the truth, wherever fuck 
liradicet prevail, they are equally criminal to and 
deftro^ve of our freedom. 
: The reft of your declamation is fcarce worth 
confidering, excepting for the elegance of the 
4angttage. Like Hamlet in the play, you pro- 
duce two pictures ; you tell us, that one is not 
like the Duhe of — -*— ; then you bring a moft 
hideous caricatnra, and tell us of the refemUance ; 
but mubrnm aUu^^t imi^B* 

All your long tedious accounts of the miniffamal 
quarrels, and the intrigues of the cabinet, are re» 
dudUe to a few ihort lines ; and to convince yoii» 
Sir, that I do not mean to flatter any miniAen 
•ithtr paft or prefent, thefe are my thoughts ^ 
<hey ibem |o have adedlike kivpih pi children j 

have 
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have pOQtedt quarrelled, cried, kifled, and been 
friends again* as the obje£b of defifc, the mini- 
ilerial rattles, bave been put into their hands. But 
foeh proceedings are very unworth/ of the gravitjr 
and dignity of a great nation. We do not wane 
TQcn of abilities $ but we hare wanted fteadinefs ; 
we want unanimity ; your letters, Juuiust will not 
contribute thereto. You mzy one day expire hy 
a ilame oi yonr own kindling, Bnt it is my humble 
opinion that lenity and moderation, pardon and 
oblivion, will difappoint the efforts of all the fft- 
ditious in the land, and extinguifli their wide 
fpi^eading fires* I have lived with this fentimenta 
with this I fball die* 

WILLIAM DRAPER. 

LETTER XXIL 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER^ 

SIR, 

If Sir William Draper's bed be a bed of torture 8» 
he ha3 made it ibr himf^lf* I ihall never inter* 
jnpt Jiift repofi^ JHaving changed the fubje6t» 
there swe parts of hia laft letter not ondeftrving of 
a reply. Leaving his private charafier and coW 
dud oat of tb9 4*^^ I ^^^ conider him 

merely 
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inerely in that capacity of an aathor, whofe la* 
bours ceitainly do no difcredit to a news-paper* 

We ray» in common difcourfe, that a man may 
be his own enemy, and the frequency of the faft 
makes the expreflion intelHgible. But that a man 
(hould be the bittereft enemy of his friends, im- 
plies a contradi£tion of a puculiar nature. There 
is fomething in it, which cannot be conceived 
' without a confufion of ideas, nor exprefled with- 
out a folecifm in language. Sir William Draper 
Is Hill that fatal friend Lord Granby found him^ 
Yet I am ready to do juftice to his generoiity ; if 
'indeed it be not fomething more than generous, 
to be the voluntary advocate* of men, ^ho think 
themfelves injured by his affiHance, and to con-^ 
fider nothing in the caufe he adopts, but the dif- 
ficulty of defending it. I thought however he 
bad been better read in the hiflory of the human 
heart, than to compare or confotind the tortures 
of the body with thofe of the mind. He ought 
to have known, though perhaps it might not be 
bis intereft to confefs, that no outward tyranny 
cian reach the mind. If confcience plays the ty- 
rant, it would be greatly for the benefit of the 
world that fhe were more arbitrary, and far le& 
placable, than Tome men find her. 

But it feems I have outraged the feelings of a 
Other's heart.'-*Am I indeed fo'bjudicious? 

Does 
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Does Sir William Diaper think I would ha^e 

liazar4ed my credit with a generous nation, by. 

fb grofs a violation of the laws of hamanity ?. 

Does he think I am fo little acquainted with tha 

firft and nobleft chara^riftic of Engiiihmen ? Or. 

hpw will he reconcile fuch folly with an under- 

ftanding fo full of artifice as mine ? Had he been 

a father, he would have been but little offended 

with the i^verityof.tbe reproach, for his mind 

would have heen filled with the juiUce of it. He 

would ha,ve feen that I did not infult the feelingS; 

of a father, but the father who felt nothing. He 

would have tru&ed to the evidence of his own 

paternal heart, and boldly denied the pofiibility 

of the fa^, inftead of defending it. Agabft 

whom then will his honeft indignation be direi^ed^ 

when I aifure him, that this whole town beheld th« 

D— • of — — — 's condnft, upon the death of his 

fon', with horror and aftoniihment. Sir William 

Draper does himfelf but little honour in oppofipg 

the general ienfe of his country. The people 

are feldom wrong in their opinions,— --in their fen* 

timents they are never miftaken. There may be 

a vanity perhaps in a lingular way of thinking ;««-• 

but when a man profefiTes a wsint of thofe. feelings, ' 

which do honour to the multitude, he hazards 

fomething infinitely more important than the cha- 

rafter of his underftanding. After alU as Sir' 

William. 
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Wiltiam may pdflibly ht in tzfnttt in )iid ttnUvety 
ftw the D*i— 0f > ■ '■ ■, I fiiould bri glad to re-' 
lieva him from it. He may tell tkffnttd thac this 
worthy ttoblemati laughs, with equal indifierence, 
at my reproaches, atid Sir Wiiliam'd diftrefs about 
him. But here let it ftop. Even the D-^^ of 
■' ' > infenfible as he is, will confulc the tran*- 
quilllty of his li66| in not provoking the modera* 
tion of my temper, if, from th^ prdfoondeft' 
eontemptt I ftiould ever rife intd anger, he fiiottlrf 
foon find, that all I have already faid of hiirf 
was lenity and compaffion. * * 

Out of a long catalogue. Sir William Drapef 
has confined himfclf to the refutation of two 
Charges only. The reft he had ndt time t6 dif- 
cafs^ and indeed it would have been a labdrion* 
, andertaking. To draw up e defence of fuch a 
|Airies of enormities, would have required a life 
tt leaft as long as that which has been uniformly - 
employed in the praftice of them* The public 
Opinion of the D— of ——V extreme ceconomy 
i^ It fecms, entirely withoat foundation. Though' 
not very prodigal abroad, in its own family at 
leaft, he is regular and magnificent. He pay* 
hit debts, abhors a beggar> and makes a. hand- 
f<me provifion for hk fon. Hi^ tsharity has im-' 
Proved updn the proverb^ and ended where it be- 

gan# 
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gan. Admittliig the wliole tone of this iingl« 

inftance of his domeftic generofity (wonderfal iii« 

deed, confideriiig the nairownefs of his fonvaey 

and the little merit of his only fon) the pub-* 

lie may ftiU perhaps be diflatisfied, and demand 

fome other lefs equivocal proofs of his munifiw 

cence. Sir William Draper (hould have entered 

boldly into the detail-— of indigence relieved—^ 

of arts encoaraged— of fcience patronized 1 men. 

of learning protected, and works of genius i«- 

warded ;«— in ihort, had there been a fingle in« 

ftance» befide Mr. Rigby» of bluihing merit 

broaght forward by the duke, for the ferivce of 

the public, it ihoold not have been omiKed. 

I wiih it were poffible to eftablilh my inference 

with the fame certainty, on which I believe the 

principle is founded. My condufion however 

was not drawn from the principle alone. I am 

not fo unjuH as to reaibn from one crime €0 an-^ 

other; though I think, that, of all the vices; 

avarice is the mod apt to taint and Corrupt th^ 

heart. I combined the known temper of the 

man with the extravagant conceffions made by the 

ambaflador; and though I doubt not fufficieni 

care was taken to leave no document of any trea« 

fonaUe negociation, I ftill maintain chat the coa« 

dud * of this miniHer carries with it an internal 

• If Sir W. D. will take the trouble of lookiog into Tort* 
tf"% Mcmoirsi he will fte with what little cctcttoo/ a bribe 

may 
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and convincing evidence agtinft him. Sir Wil«. 
laam Draper feems not to know the value or force 
of fiich a proof. He will not permit ns to judge 
of the motives of men, by the manifeil tendency. 
of their adlions, nor by the notorious charaAer of 
their minds. He calls for papers and witnefle5» 
with a triumphant fecurlty, as if nothing could. 
be true, but what could be proved in a court of 
jnftice^ Yet a religions man might have remem- 
beredy upon what foundation fome truths, mod 
intereding to mankind, have been received and 
cftabiiihed. If it were not for the internal evi- 
dence, which the pureft of religions carries with 
it, what would have become of his once well- 
quoted decalogue, and of the meeknefs of his 
Chriftianity?. • 

The generous warmth of his refentment makes 
him confound the order of events. He forgets 
that the infults and diflrefles which the D — of 
■ has fuffered, and which Sir William has 

lamented with many delicate touches of the true 
pathetic, were only recorded in my letter to his 
Grace, not occafioned by it. It was a iimple, 
candid narrative of fads ; though, for aught I 
know, it may carry with it fomething prophetic* 
His Grace undoubtedly has received feveral omi- 

mvf be offisrea to a ivkt, and with nhat little ccreniiony it 

AOUi 
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noas hints ; and I think» in certain circumfiances* 
a wife man would db well to prepare hiinfelf for 
the event. 

But I have a charge of a heavier nature againft 
Sir William Draper. He tells us that the D— - 

of is amenable to jufiice ;— thit parliament . 

is a high and folemn tribunal ; and that, if 
guilty, he may be punifiied by due couHe of law ; 
and all this, he fays, with as much gravity as if 
he believed one word of the matter. I hope iii- 
deed, the day of impeachments will arrive, before 
this nobleman efcapes out of life ;-— but to refer 
us to that mode of proceeding now> with fuch a 

miaidry, and fuch a ■ of C ' s as the 

prefent, what is it, but an indecent mockery of 
the common fenfeof the nation i I think he might 
have contented himfelf with defending the greated 
enemy» without infulting the diilre^es of his 
country. 

His concluding declaration of his opinion, with 
refpe£l to the prefent condition of aiFairsy is too 
loofe and undetermined to be of any fervice to the 
public. How flrdnge is it that this gentleman 
(hould dedicate fo much time and argument^ to the 
defence of worthlefs or indifferent charadlers, 
while he gives but feven Iblitary lines to the only 
iubjeAy which can deierve his attention, or do 
credit to his abilities. JUNIUS. 

L LET 
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LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 

It is not wonderful that the great caoie, in 
which this country is engaged, ihould have roofed 
and engrofled the whole attention of the people. 
I rather admire the generous fpirit with which 
they feel and affert their intereft in this important 
queflion, than blame them for their indifference 
about any other. When the coniHtution is openly 
invaded, when the firil original right of the peo- 
ple, from which all laws derive their authority, is 
diredtly attacked, inferior grievances naturally 
loie their force, and are fuffered to pafs byjvith- 
out punilhment or obfervation. The prefent mi- 
nidry are as fingularly marked by their, fortune, 
as by their crimes. Inftead of atoning for their 
former condud by any wife or popular meafure, 
they have found, in the enormity of one fad^, a 
cover and defence for a ieries of meafures, which 
muft have been fatal to any other adminiftration. 
I fear we are too remifs in obferving the whole of 
their proceedings. Struck with the principal 
figure, we do not fufici^tly mark in what man- 
aer the cauvafs is filled up. Vet furely it is not a 

lefs 
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leb crifnCy nor lefs fatal in ite confcqaences) to 
encourage a flagrant breach of the law by a mili«- 
tary force, than to make ufe of the forms of par- 
liament to defboy the confutation. The miniflry 
feem determined to give us a choice of difficult 
tiesy and> if pofllble, to perplex us with the mul- 
titude of their ofiences. The expedient is well 
worthy of the Duke of G — . But though he 
has preffrved a gradation and variety in his mea^ 
furesy we fhould remember that the principle is 
uniform. Di6tated by the fame fpirit» they de* 
ferve.the fame attention. The following hSt, 
though of the molt alarming nature, has not yet 
been clearly Hated to the public, nor have the 
con&quences of it been fufficiently underftood. 
Had. I taken it up at an earlier period, I fhould 
have been accufed of an uncandid, malignant 
precipitation, as if I watched for an unfair advan- 
tage againfl the miniflry, and would not allow 
them a reafonable time to do their duty. They 
now fland without excufe. Inftead of employing 
the leifure they have had, in a fin€t examination 
of the offence, and punifhing the offenders, they 
feem to have confideted that indulgence as a fe- 
cttrity to them, that with a little time and ma- 
nagement the whole affair might be buried in 
filence, and utterly forgotten. , 

L 2 A major 



i4« r B^ r T i R S. 

' A major gcnefd of the anhyis arreftdl Bjr th^ 
fiicrifFs officers for a confidcrab!e debt. He per^ 
fuades them to condaft him to fte Tilt-Y^rd ik 
St. James's Park, under fome prfetence of bofinefs, 
which it imported him to fettlfc before ha was con- 
fined. He applies to a fetjeant, not imtnediateljr 
on duty, to aflift with foihe of his conipanions ib 
favouring his efcape. He attempts it. A bu'fHfe 
enfues. The bailiifs claim their prifoner. An 
officer of the guards, not then on duty, takf^ 
part in the affair, applies to the Keutenant com- 
manding the Tilt- Yard* guard, and urges them to 
turn out his guard to relieve a general officer. 
The lieutenant declines interfering in perfonj but 
ilands at a didance, and fufifers the buiineifs to bb 
done. The officer takes npon hirtifelf to order 
out the guard. In a fnoment they are in arm?» 
quit their guard, march, refcoe the general, and 
drive away the fheriifs oficers, who in vain reja-e- 
Tent their right to the prifbnei-, and the nature df 
the arreil. The foldiers firfl conduft the general 
into the guard-room, theh efcort him to a plade 
of fafety» with bayonets fixed, a6d in all th'e 
forms of military triumph, t wifl not enlarge 
upon the various circumttances which attended 
this atrocious proceeding. The perfonal injury 
received by the officers of the law in the execufioh^ 
of their duty, may perhaps be atoned for by fome 

lifivate 
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Inmate eompcii(adQQ» I coofid«r aothing but the 
yroiiod* which haa heeo given to the law itfelf^ 
tp which no remedy has been applied, no fatif- 
&£tiqii made* Neither ii it my defign to dwell 
vpon the jnifcondo^ of the parties concerned* 
•ny farther than is neceflary to (hew the behaviour 
of the ininiftry in its true light. I would make 
tY^ compaifionate allowance for the infatuation 
of the prifoner, the faUe and criminal difcretion 
•Qf one oficer, and the madnefs of another. I 
would leave the ignorant foldiers entirely out of 
the queftion. 7'hey are certainly the lead guilty» 
though they aie the only perfons who have yet 
fufferedt even in the appearance of punKhment. 
The fadl itfelf» however atrocious, is not the 
principal point to be coniidered. It might have 
happened under a more regular government, and 
with guards better difciplined than ours. The 
main queftion is, in what manner has the mini- 
ftry a£ted on this extraordinary occafion. A ge- 
neral officer calls upon the kiug's own guard, then 
a^ually on duty, to refcue him from the laws of 
his country ; yet at this moment he is in a fitua- 
tion no worde, than if he had not committed an 
oflence, equally enormous in a civil and military 
*view. — A lieutenant upon duty defignedly quit* 
his guard, and fufiers it to be drawn out by an* 
other officer^ for a purpofe which he well knew 
Li (as 
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(as we may colleft from an appearance of caution 
which only makes his behaviour the more crimi- 
nal) to be in the higheft degree illegkl. Has this 
gentleman been called to a coirrt martial to an- 
i\ver for his conduft ? No. Has it been cenfured ? 
No, Has it been in any ffeape inquired into ? 
No. — Anothex lieutenant, not upon dtity, nor 
even in his regimentals, is daring enough to order 
out the king's guard, over which he had properly 
no command, and engages them in a violation of 
the laws of his countty, perhaps the moft lingular 
and extravagant that ever was attempted.— 
What punifhment has he fuffered ? Literally none; 
Suppofing he fhould be profecuced at common 
law for the refcue, will that circumftance, 
from which the miniftry can derive no merit, ex- 
cufe or juftify their fufFering fo flagrant a breach 
of militaiy difcipline to pafs by unpuniftled and 
unnoticed? Are they aware of the outrage offered 
to their fovereign, when his own proper guard is 
ordered out to ftop, by main force, the exe- 
cution of his laws ? What are we to conclude 
from fo fcandalous a negleft of their duty, but 
that they have other views, which can only be 
anfvvered by fecuring the attachment of the guards ? 
The minifter would hardly be fo cautious of of- 
fending them, if he did not mean, in due timi, 
to ckll for their affiHance. 

With 
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With refpeA to the parties theinfelves» let it 
be obferved, that thefe gentlemen are neither 
young officers, nor very young men. Had they 
belonged to the unfledged race of eniigns, who 
infeft oar ftreets, and diflionour our public places, 
it might perhaps be fufficient to fend them back to 
that difcipline, from which their parents, judging 
lightly from the maturity of their vices, had re- 
moved them too foon. In this cafe, I am ferry 
€0 fee, not fo much the folly of youth, as the fpi- 
rit of the corps, and the connivance of govern- 
ment. I do not queftion that there are many 
brave and worthy officers in the regiments of 
, guards. But confidering them as a corps, I fear 
it will be found that they are neither good fol* 
diers nor good fubjeds. Far be it from me to 
iniinuate the mod diflant reflexion upo|i the army* 
On the contrary, I honour and efteem the pro- 
feffion ; and if thefe gentlemen were better fol- 
diers, 1 am fure they would be better fubjeds. 
It is not that there is any internal vice or dcfeft 
in the profeilion itfelf, as regulated in this coun- 
try, but that it is the fpirit of this particular corps 
to defpife their profeilion, and that while they 
vainly aiTume the lead of the army, they make ic 
matter of impertinent comparifon and triumph 
over the braveft troops in the world (Ivmean our 
marching regiments) that thj indeed Hand upoi| 
L 4 higher 
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higher ground, and are priTiI^e4 to negleA the 

laborious forms of military difcipli^e and dttqp« 
Withqat dwelling longer upon a 910ft ii^vid£Ooa 
'fi^bjeda I iball leave it to iiiilitary nieo» wh^ 
have feen a fervice more adive than the para^«» 
to detej-mine whether or no I fpeak truth. 

How far this dangerous fpirit has been encQitt* 
raged by government* and to what pernieions 
purpofes it may be applied hereafteiTy well defenres 
our moil feripus conlideration* I know indeed^ 
that when this affair happened, an aArdacipn of 
alarm ran throqgh the miniftry. $ometl|ing|iMift 
be done to fave appearances. The cafe was to^ 
flagrant to be paiTed by abfolutely without notices 
But how have they a^d ? Inftead of prderzogahe 
oiHcers concerned, and who firi^ly fpeaking, anr 
alone guilty, to be put under arreft, and brought 
to a triaU they would have it underAood, \j^m 
they did their duty completely, in cpnfining a 
ferjeant and four private foldiers> until |hey (bould 
be demanded by the civil power $ £0 that while 
the officers, who ordered or permitted the thing 
CO be done, efcape without cenfure, the poor meo 
vfho obeyed thofe orders, who in a military view 
are no way refponfible for what they did, and 
who for that reafon have been discharged by the 
civil magiftrates, are the only obje^s whom tke 
mioifiry have thought proper to expofe to punifii* 

ment* 
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ment; They did not venture to bring even theft 
iamk to ^ court martial» becaafe thejr knew their 
evidence woald be fatal to fome peribnty whom 
tiiey were determined to proced. Otherwife, I 
doqbt npty the lives of theie iinhappy» frieodlefa 
foldiers would long fince have been facriiced 
without fcrttple to the fecnrity of their guilty 
tficers. 

I have been accnfed of endeavouring to enflame 
the paflioiis of the people.— -Let me now appeal 
to their underltanding. If there be any tool of 
adflriioAradon daring enough to deny thefe fads, 
or ihameleA enough to defend the conduct of the 
miftiftrys let him come forward- I care not un« 
der what title he appears. He ihall find me ready 
re maintaifi the truth of my narrative, and the 
jnftice pf my obfervittlons upon it, at the hazard 
of my utmoft credit with the public. 

Under the mod arbitrary governments, the 
common adminifbation of juftice is fuffered to 
t^e its courfe. The fubje6^, though robbed of 
his fhare in the legiflature, is ftill protected by 
the laws. The political freedom of the Engliih 
conftitution was once the pride and honour of an 
Englifl^man. The civil equality of the l^ws pre- 
ferved the property, and defended the fafety of 
the fubjed. Are thefe glorious privileges the 
birthright of the people, or ^e we only tenants 

at 
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at the will of the miniftry ? — But that I know 
there is a fpirit of reiiftance in the hearts of my 
countrymen, that they value life, not by its con- 
veniences, but by the independance and dignity 
of their condition, I ihould, at this . moment, 
appeal only to their difcretion. I ihould per- 
faade.them to banifh from their minds all me ' 
mory of what we were ; I fhould tell them this is 
not a time to remember that we were Englifiimen ; 
and give it as my lift advice, to make fome early 
agreement with the minifler, that fince it has 
pleafed him to rob us of thofe political rights, 
which once diftinguiihed the inhabitants of a 
country, where honour was happinefs, he would 
leave us at leaft the humble, obedient fecurity of 
citizens, and gracioufly condefcend to proteft us 
in our fubmiffion, JUNIUS- 

LETTER XXV, 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER* 
SIR, 

I Very fincerely applaud the fpirit with which a 
lady has paid the debt of gratitude to her bene- 
faflor. Though I think fhe has miftaken the 
point, flie (hews a virtue which makes her re-^ 
fpedable« The quefUon turned upon the perfonal 

generofity 
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gcncrofity or avarice of a man, whofe private for- 
tone is immenfe. 

The proofs of his munificence muft be drawn 
from the ufes to i^hich he has applied that for- 
tune. I j^zs not (peaking of a Lord Lieutenant 
of Iitland, but of a rich Engliih duke, whofe 
wealth gave him the means of doing as' much 
good in this country, as he derived from his po^^er 
in another. I am far from wifhing to lefTen the 
merit of this fingle benevolent aftion ;— perhaps 
it is the more confpicuous from (landing alone. 
All I mean to fay is, that it proves nothing in 
the prc(ent argument. JUNIUS. 

LETTER XXVI. 

to THE PRINTEROF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 

SIR, 

I Admit the claim of a gentleman, who pub* 
lifhes in the Gazetteer under the name cf Modiftus. 
He has fome right to expe£l an anfwer from me ; 
though, I think, not fo much from the merit or 
importance of his objeftions, as from my own 
voluntary engagement. I had a reafon for not 
taking notice of him fooner, which, as he is a 
candid perfon, I believe he will think fufficient. 
In my firft letter, I took for granted, from the 
time which had elapfed, that there was no inten- 
tion 
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tioii to ceofme, nor even to try the p^rfons con^ 
cerned in the refcue of general Gaofcl > but M^ 
Jffius having iince either ^ffiraied. or ftrongly-in- 
^noatedy that the oiFendera might KM be brought 
to a legal trial, any attempt to prejudice the 
caufe, or to prejudice the minds of a jary» or a 
court martial, would be highly improper* 

A man, more hoftile to the miniftry than I am» 
would not fo often remind them of their duty. If 
the Duke of Grafton will not perform the duly of 
his ftation, why is he minifter ?^-l will not de- 
fcend to^'a fcurriloua altercation with any man : 
but this is a fubje£l too important to be paiFe.d 
over with a filent indifference. If the gentlemen, 
whofe condud is in quef^ion, are nQl brought to 
a trial, the Duke of Grafton fhall hear from me 
again. 

The motives on which I am fuppofed to have 
taken up this caufe, are of little importance, 
compared with the fads themfelvcs, and the ob- 
fcrvatious I have made upon them. Without a 
.vain profeffion of integrity, which, in thefc 
tiroes might juftly be fufpcded. I ihall ihew my- 
felf in effea a friend to the interefo of my countrj'- 
men, and leave it to them to dctefniine, whether 
I am moved by a perfonal malevolence to three 
private gentlemen, or merely by a h<^ of pcr- 
plewg the minifliy, or whether I am animated 

by 
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by a jull ai^d honoarable pifrpofe of obtaining a 
farisfi^lioti fto the laws of this country, tfqaal, i£ 
poffible; to the violation they have faflfered. 

J U N 1 U S; 

' L E T T fi R XXVir. 

TO HIS OaACB THI P«^— OF O " " ' t > 

MY LORDt 

Thdtigli my opiniofi of yOdf Grace's integrity 
was but little a^e^led by the coynefs with which 
you received Mf. Vaughan's propofals, I confefs 
i gfvcJ yoci Ibifle ci^dit for your difcretlon. You 
had a fair Opportunity of difplaying a cfertaia de- 
licaty, of which you had not been fufpefted'; and 
you were in ihfc right to make ufe of it. By lay- 
irtg in a moderate flock of reputation, you un- 
doobtedfy meant to provide for the future necef- 
fities of yout charafler, that With an hoAoUrabfe 
refiftance upon record, you might fafely indulge 
your genius, and yield to a favourite inclinatibh 
with fecurity* But you have difcovered your pur- 
pofes 'tdo foon> and, inftead of modeft referve 
of virtue, have fliewn us the termagant chadity of 
a prude, who gratifies her pailions with diftinc* 
tion, atid profecutes one lover for a rape, while 
Ae folicits the lewd embraces of another* 

Your 
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Yoiu* cheek turns pale : for a gniky confidence 
tells you, you are undone.-— -Come forward, thou 
virtuous miniiler, and tell the world by what in^ 
tereft Mr. Hine has been recommended to fo ex- 
traordinary a mark of his Majefly's favour ; what 
was the price of the patent he has bought, and to 
what honourable purpofe the purchase money has 
ibeen4q»plied. . Nothing leis than many. thoufands 
could pay Colonel Burgoyne's expences at Pref- 
ton. Do you dare to profecute foch a creature as 
Vaughan, while you are bafely fetting up die 
Royal Patronage to audtion i Do you dare to com- 
plain of an attack upon your own honour, while 
you are felling the favours of the crown, to raife 
a fund for corrupting the morals of the people ? 
And, do you think it poflible fuch enormities 
ihould efcape without ipipeachment ? It is indeed 
highly your intereft to maintain the prefent houie 
of commons. Having fold the nation to you in 
grofs, they will undoubtedly protect you in the 
detail ; for while they patronize your crimes i they 
feel for their own. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

TO HI5 GRACE THE D— - OP G • 

MY LORD, 

X Find with fome furprife, that yoa are not fup^ 
ported as you delerve. Yoor mod determineid ad- 
vocates hs^ve fcraples about thesiy which you are 
unacquainted with; and, though there be nothing 
too hazardous for your Grace to engage in»- there 
are fome things too infamous for the vileft profit- 
.tute of a news-paper .to defend. In what other 
.mannef ftiall we account for the profound, fubmif- 
£v« iilence, which you and your friends have ob- 
ierved upon a charge which called immediately 
for the cleared refutation, and would have j uni- 
fied the feyereft meafures of refentment ? I di4 
not attempt to blad your ch^raifter by an indire^, 
ambiguous inlinuation, but candidly Hated to yoju 
a plain faA, which ftruck diredly at the integrity 
of a privy counfelloi*, of a firft commiifioner Qf 
the treafury, and of a leading minifter, who is 
fuppofed to enjoy the firil ihare in his Majeily's 
confidence^ In every one of thefe capacities 1 
employed the moil moderate terms to charge you 
with treachery to your Sovereign, and breach of 
trufi in your office. I accufed you of having fold, 

a patent 
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a patent place in the collection of the coftonts at 
Exeteri to one Mrr Hine, who» niiable or iin- 
willing to depofit the whole pttrcha(e-money him- 
felf, raifed part of it by contribation, and has 
now a certain Do^or Brooke quartered opon the 
ialary for one hundred pounds a year.— No fale 
by the candle was ever conduced with greater 
formsdity.--- I affinn that the price, at which ^ 
place was knocked down (and which, I have good 
reafen to thinks was ndt left thin three thonfand 
£ve hundred pounds) ivas« with your cdnnivanoe 
and conient, paid to Colonel Burgoyne, to r6- 
lA^ard him, I pre/ttoie, for the decency of hii d€- 
p<^nitntat Ptefton; ot to reimbnrfo hitti» pei^ 
]iap«i for the fine of one thoufand pounds, which, 
for that very deponment, the court of l^ing^ 
Bench thought proper to fet upon him«-*^lt is not 
-often diat the diief- juftice and the prinse miniflir 
are fo ftrangely at variance in their opinions of 
men and things. 

I thank God there is not in himian nature a 
degree of impudence daring enough to deny die 
charge I have fixed upon you. Your conrteoi^s 
fecretary, your confidential architeaj are filent is 
the grave. Even Mr. Rigby's coontenance Ails 
Him* He violates his fecond nature, and blntes 
wheneverhefpcak»ofyou«— -Perhaps the noble 
Colonel himfelf will lelieve yo«. No man Is 

more 
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«mve Milder of hii rf^ststioa. He is aot only 
Bjice, bvt ftrMtly (osx in everjr thing tkat touches 
>Us honour. If aay t]uut» for example, were to 
acciife him of taking his Hand at a gamisg-tabley 
aad wmtchin^, with ^ fbbereft atteatioBi for a 
fiur ^f^ponimity 4f engaging a drnnken yoimg 
iioblenan at piqoet, he would undonbtedlf con* 
.fider it as an infaMons afperfioo npon his charae- 
• lec^ and fefeni it like a nHUn of honovr.->- Acquit* 
tsng him therefote of draWng a regular and fpkn'- 
did AihAftanoe irqm anjr nnwonhy praftices, either 
in his own honfe or eiiewhece^ let me aik year 
G^JKOi f<^r wdrnt mHillary tnoriss you have been 
pleafed^to reward him with mslttary gowmmeBC? 
.Ht iMd a iegitoenfof dragoons^ which one would 
jmngiiie, ibasat kaft an eqpnf^ent for aiky ftrvi* 
.•eea h0 ever perfarmed. Beides^ he ss bnt a young 
^Sttr <otifid6rsig hiaprefenmaBtv aad, eaeoept in 
ihis a^vity at Px«fton» not vety eonfplcaoiis in 
.hb pn^fifion. luit it ibtitau^ the fale of a cnrll 
,^<«atpleymenc was not fiifficient» and milimry gO- 
i^tmttOBtat. which a^re intended imr the fiippofc 
..laC yfmm «it vetcmnsv maftbe thrown into the 
:£mie; tor defray the e ttei^ve briliery of a con« 
tieAied eiedion. Are thefe the fteps you take to 
*<fteare. tO' your Sovere%n the attachment of his 
>ai»y f With what coantcnaaice dase yon vffur 
;«a dbir f<^al pffcfi»ee» hnmdedas yoa aie wi^ the 
M infamy 
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infamy of a notorious breach of trail f Widi whstc 
countenance can you take your, feat at the trea- 
fury-board or in council, when you feel that every 
circulating whifper is at your expence alone, and 
ftabs yon to tke heart ? Have you a fingle fiiend 
in parliament fo fhameleft, fo thoroughly abandon- 
ed, as to undertake your defence ? You know, my 
Lord, that there is not a man in either houft^ 
whofe charader, however flagitious, would not be 
ruined by mixing his re'putation with yoars ; and 
does not your heart inform yon, that you are de- 
graded below the condition of a man, when you 
are obliged to hear thefe infults with fubmifiioff» 
and even to thank me for my moderation ? 

We are told, by the higheftjudlcialauthortty» 
that Mr. Vanghan's oSa to purchafe the reverfioA 
of a patent in Jamaica (which he was otherwifc 
fufiiciently entitled to) amounted to a high mifiie^ 
meanour* Be it fi) : and if he deierves it, let him 
be puniihed. But the learned judge might have 
had a fairer opportunity of difplaying the.powen 
of his eloquence. Having delivered himfelf widi 
fo much energy upon the criminal natoie» and 
dangerous coniequences of any attempt to corrupt 
a man in your Grace's ilation, what would he hai^ 
faid to the miniAer himfelf, to that very privy 
counfellor, to that firft commiffioner of the treafs- 
ly, who does not wait for, bat impatiently folicita 

the 
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^t toticli of comipdon ; who employs the meaneft 
cfhis creatures in therehoaounibleiemces, aad, 
forgemng the genius and fidelity of his fecretary, 
defcends to apply to his hooTe-bttilder for affift* 
ance f 

' This affair, myLord, will do infinite ciedit to 
t;oveniment, if, to clear yoar charader,yott ihould 
think proper to bring it into the ■ ■ ■ of ■ ■ » 
or into the court of K— g's B — h.— -But, iny 
Lord, yoo dare not do either, JXJNtUS. 

LETTER XXIX. 

TO T H B KING. ^ \^ 

When the complaints of a brave and powerful 
people are obferved to encreafe in proportion to 
the wrongs diey have foffered ; when> inftead 
of finking into fabmifiion, th^ arq rosfed to 
refiitance, the time will foon arrive at which 
every inferior confideration muft yield to the fe- 
curity of the Sovereign, and to the general 
fafety of the fiate. There is a moibeat^f dif^ 
ficulty and danger, at which flattery iuid. faff* 
hood can no longer deceive, and fimplicity it- 
felf can no longer, be mifled. Let us fuppofe 
it arrived. Let us.fuppofe a gracious, well-in- 
tentioned princci made fenfible at laft of the 
M 2 great 
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. giM( duty be owti to I^k people, an J of Kia 
•ori( dUgracafnl ficomdon { <kac lie loolu. loand 
Urn for affiftance^ and aflu for no advice* bot 
bow €0 gratify tii(9 wi&ei» and fecnre the hap^ 
pinefs of his fubje^s. In tbe(e circnmlUncea 
itsDnybemater of cunoiu fraqvLATtoM to 
«onfidflr» if an fconeft nan wece per mitte d to 
appr^ock a King* in what tenna he would 
8i()dit!i« 4Ma(«lf to hit Sovereign* Let it be iina«- 
f iard* no matter how improbable, that the firft 
prejudice againft his charadter is removed, that 
the cetemcnions diffifiultlrs of an audience are 
furmounted, that he feels himfelf animated hy 
the pureft and jnpft henoorabk affedions to his 
King and country, and that the great perfon^ 
whoflp he addieffv, Jias fpirit enough tA bid hvtt 
tp^ (n»ly> and «iideifia»ding eno^h tf> liftea 
ab lift mkii ^MODtioii^ Unas^iainted witft^ the 
. vabifnpefttfwore tif £ian»» he would deliver 
. kit ftnlMMM adih digniij ^aad fymxaAt but 
fdt wteaUBfiieft. 

SI ft. 

'Itisilieiiiisfbrtimt ofyonrlift, and origrnally 
the^aufb tf every r e p iti ad i and diftreft, which has 
attended )roiir govtrnment, diat yon Ihonld never 
hare been ao9;«datted with the langiage <^ trath* 

mtii 
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until yonhMid if ifl^tht cdiiiplallltt of yofurpto^ 
pk» Itiis^ aoty kotircyer, too hte to corr^Ct eke 
emur wf your eihicationi We art ftitt incltBed t6 
nrako sa indulgeiit alk>wdii€e for the ptrjueiooa 
leflbns yon receirod im yoiftr youth* and to fdttxk 
the moft faaguine hope4 from the aaturai beiievo- 
IcDceof your di^oiition* We are far ftoiA thihk- 
iag you capable of a dlreA* deliberate' JS^orpo^Te to 
invade thbfe original rights of your fttbjed»» oa 
which an th^ ciril and political liberties depend. 
Had it been poffible fbf us to entertain a fvfpicioa 
fo diihonoorable to your charader» wt flioiiM Ibng^ 
fsRce have adopted a ilyle of realOBllriOice v^ diC- 
taut from the humility of oomptaiat. The doc- 
trine inculcated by our l4w», nM tke King tan d» 
m Wrongi is admitted withbuK; reltt6kance# We fe-- 
pauate the amiable good-natured prince from the 
folly and treachery of his iervants, and the private 
virtues of the man from the vices of his govern^ 
ment. Were it not for this juit' diftiodion, I know 
not whether your Majefty's condition, or that of 
the Engliih nation^ would dieferve mod to be la- 
mented. I would prepare your mind for a favour* 
able reccprioB of truth * by removing every pain« 
fal, ofieniive idea of perfontail reproacki Your fab* 
je^v Sir» wiih for nothing bat that> as they^ are 
rear<mable and alfoftionate enough to fepaf ate your 
perfon^^ bam. yoof governmeai^ fo j^^ in your 
M 3 turn. 
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torn, ihould difBagaiih ' between the condfift,' 

which becomes the permanent dignity of a King, 
amd that which fenres only to promote the tempo* 
rary intereil and miferable ambition of a mincer* 
You Sifcended the throne with a declared, andy 
I doubt not» a fincere refoludon of giving umver- 
fal fatisfa^on to your fubje^s* You feund them 
pleafed with the novelty of a young jpiince, whofe 
countenance promifed even more than his worda» 
and loyal to you not only from principle, bnt paf*. 
fion. It was not a cold profeffion of allegiance ta 
the firft magiibate, but a partial, animated attach- 
ment to a favoorite prince, the na^ve of their 
country. They did not wait to examine your con-' 
duA, nor to be determined by experience, but gave 
you a generous credit for the future blefllngs of 
your reign, and paid you in advance the deareft 
tribate of their affedlions. Such, Sir, was once the 
difpoiition of a people, who now furrotind your 
throne with reproaches and complaints. Do juftice 
to yourielf. Banifh from your mind thoie nnwor-: 
- thy opinions with which feme interefled perfons 
have laboured to poflefs you. Diftraft the men, 
who tell you that the Englifh are naturally light 
and inconflant ;— 'that they complain without a 
ciaufe. Withdraw your confidence equally from 
till parties ; from miniftcrs, favourites, and rela- 
tions ; and let there be one moment in your life in 

which 
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whicli yott have confultad yoor own undcrftand-* 
ing. 

Wben you aSededly renounced the name of 

Xngliftman, believe me^ Sir, you were perfaaded 

to pay a very ill-judged compliment to one part of 

your fobje^y at the expence of another. While 

the natives of Scotland are not in aftnal rebellion, 

they are undoubtedly intitled to proteftion ; nor 

do I mean to condemn the policy of giving feme 

encouragement to the novelty of their affedlons 

for the hou(e of Hanover. I am ready to hope for 

every thing from their new-bom zeal> and from 

the future fteadinefs of their allegiance. But 

hitherto they have no claim to your favour. To 

honour them with a determined predile^on and 

confidence, in exclufion of your Englifh fubjeds» 

who placed your family, and, in fpite of treachery 

and rebellion, have fapported it upon the throne, 

is a miitake too grofs, even for the unfufpe&ing 

generofity of youth. In this .error we fee a capital 

violation of the moft obvious rules of policy and 

prudence. We trace it, however, to an original 

bias in your education, and are ready to allow for 

your inexperience. 

To the fame early influence we attribute it, that 

you have deicended to take a fhare not only in the 

narrow views and interefts of particular perfons, 

but in the fatal malignity of their paiHons. At 

M 4 your 
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goyernmcnt wss altered, not from wHclom cm- ddt^ 
^ntfiaii, but bcoHife it bad hceaadi^itfd bjr yeor 
predecfilor. A littk, pcrfonalnotive of |Mqiie«adl 
icff iMif at wa» Aificieat to rempve tbe aUaft fecw 
vanu of the csnwm bm it ii aoc in this amvmj, 
$ir» tbat foch men caa be diiboaoorfd b)ir tbe 
frowatofaSLing, Tbey wexe clifitiiftd» bot c<mld 
BOt be difgiaced* Wi;tboat entenng iaoa a mino** 
lev di&tti&Qa of the merin of tbe peace, we bm^ 
abferve» ia tke imprudeat bony witii which tka 
irft onerturea fipm France were ace^ied» in th« 
eoadiid of tbe negotiation* and termi of tbe treaty^ 
tbe (boBgei marks of that precipiute fpirit ^f 
conceffion, with which a certain part of yoar fab^ 
je£b have, been at all times ready to porchafe a 
peace with the nataral enemies of this coi^ntry. 
On jeur part we .are Satisfied that every thing waa 
honourable and £hicere, and if Eaglaad was fold 
to France, we donbt not that yo«r Majefty waa 
equally betrayed. The conditioas of the peaca 
were matter of grief and furprife to yoas fahje&ii 
but not the immediate caafe of their, prefent dd* 
content. 

Hitherto, Sir, yot^had been facrifioed t» the 
prejudices and pajffions of others. With what fiim^ 
aefs wiU yoo bear the mention of your own ? 

Aman^ 



A mtfliy not irery honourably diftiaguUhed in 
liic woridy commeaccs a fofmal attack upon yoor 
lavoorite, coafidoisg aodting* bat how hexnigh^ 
baft expoft hi* ptrloa aad prioctplea to detefiationf 
and Ac nattontl charafbp oi" his couatryiBcn to 
•oatempt. The natives of that coustry* Sir, ara 
at jBttch diftingiiiflied by a pocujiar chara&er a* 
1^ yotir Majefty'a htovar. Like another chofea 
pecqplcy thty have been condafled into the land 
af plenty, wheie they find themfelves efFedually 
aMrked» aad divided fioai mankind. There is 
kafdiy a period, at which the teoA; irregular cha« 
rader nay not be redeemed. The niiftakes of oao 
fbx find a retreat in patriocifiai ; thofe of the othet 
XB devotion. Mr. Wilkes brought with him into 
politics the fame liberal ienttflients by which hit 
private condad had been dire£ted« and feemed ta 
slunk, that, as there are few exce^es, ia whicb 
an Englifli geatlemaa may not be permitted to 
indulge, the fame latitude was allowed him in the 
choice of his political principles, and in the fpi<» 
rit of maintaining them.— ^I mean to ftate, not 
tnti^ly to defend his condndl. la the earaeftnefs 
of his zeab he fufiered fome unwarrantable in& 
nuations to efcape hinu He faid more than mo<^ 
derate men would juftify ; but not enough to ea« 
title him to the honour of your Mskjdky's per* 
&na| rcfiratment* The rays q£ Royal iodignatioBt 

colkaed 
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colleAed apon him, ferved only to iHumtnttgy 

and could not confume. Animated by the favouir 

of the people x>n #ne fide» and heated by per- 

lecution on the other, his views and ientfanenta 

changed with his fituation* Hardly ferions at firft» 

he is now an enthufiaft. The coldeft bodies wani» 

with oppofition, the hardeft fparide in colUfion. 

There is a holy miftaken zeal in politics as well 

as religion. By perfaading others, we convince 

ourfelves. The paffions are engagedit and create 

a maternal aifedion in the mind, which forces ua 

to love the caufe for which we foffer*<— Is thb a 

contention worthy of a King ? Are yoa not ien* 

.iible how much the meannefs of the caufe gives 

an air of ridicule to the ferious difficulties into 

which you have bcpn betrayed I The deftruaion 

of one man has been now, for many years, the 

Me object of your government, and if there can 

be any thing ftill more difgraceful, we have feen, 

for fuch an objea, the utmoft infloence of the ex- 

ccutive power, and every mi nifterial artifice exerted 

without fuccefs. Nor can you ever fuccecd, un- 

hfs be fhonld be imprudent enough to forfeit the 

proteaion of thofe laws, to which you owe your 

crown, or unlefs your minifters ihould perfuadc yon 

to make it a queftion of force alone, and try the 

whole ftrength of government in oppcfition to the 

P^plc- The leffons be has received from experi- 

ence 



LETTERS. 



tjt 



eiice» will probably: guard him from foch excefs of 
folly ; and in your Majefty's virtaes we find aa 
unqueftionable afiurance that no illegal violence 
will be attempted. 

Far from fnfpe^ng yon of fo horrible a de£gn» 
we woald attribnte the continued violation of the 
laws, and even this laft enonnous attack upon the 
vital principles of the conititntiony to an ill-advif- 
ed, unworthy* perfonal . refentment. From one 
falfe ftep you have been betrayed into another^ 
and a« the canfe was unworthy of you» yoor mi* 
nifters were determined that the prudence of the 
execution fliould correfpond'with the wUdom and 
dignity of the defign. They have reduced you to 
the neceffity of choofing out of a variety of diffi- 
culties ;— to a fitoation fo unhappy, that you can 
neither do wrong without ruin» nor right without 
afiii^on. Thefe worthy fervants have nndoubt"* 
edly given you many fingular proofs of their abi- 
lities. Not contented with making Mr. Wilkes a 
man of important, they have judicioufly transfer- 
red the queflion from the rights and interefls of 
one man to the moft important rights and intereila 
of the people, and forced your fubjeds from wiih- 
ing well to the caufe of an individual, to unite 
with him in their own. Let them proceed as they 
have begun, and your MajeAy need not doubt 

that 
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that thetUaSirofhe mA do ftadUboioitr to die 
condnA of the piece. 

Tiie ckc^nSancei ta whkh yen are leduoed, 
will not admit of a compromife wkh the Eftglifli 
■Atioii. Und«cifive> ^{uftlifyiiigr meafiucs will dif- 
fr»co your goveranent Hill more than open vio* 
knee, and* withottC fatisfyiog the people, wilt ex;* 
Cite their contempt* They have toc^ mnch nn* 
derftanding and fpirit to accept of sku wdmA &-» 
tisfaftion for a direct injury. Nothing left than n 
^peal, as formal as the refoliition iffelf» can Heal 
the woand, which has been given to the conftitt^ 
fion, nor witl any thing Uft be accepcid. I can 
feadily believe that there is an iaflaence liifficiene 
toreeal that pernicious vote* The hoafe of commons 
undoabtedly confider their duty to thecrown a« 
paramount to all other obligations. To ut they 
are ooly Indebted for an accidental exiflencey and 
hftve juflly transferred their gratitude from their 
parents to their bene&€lors;— ^-from thofe, who 
gave them birth, to the minifler, from whole be* 
nevolence they derive the comforts and plesfures 
of their political life ;-*-'Who has taken the ten«« 
dereil care of their infancy, relieves their necel^ 
iftties without ofiending their delicacy, and has 
given them, what they value mod, a virtuous edu« 
cation. But, if it were poffibie for their integrity 
It be degraded to a condition fo vile and abje^l, 

that> 
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iku^ comptffd wifh it, thfi preTent eftiiliMion 
they ftuid in ii a ftate of ht^nomt aod refpeA* con* 
lider* Sir, ia what manncar f<m will afbrwafilf 
proceei* Can joa conceive that the people of 
chis coiiQtiy will long Aibmit to be governed b/ i# 
flexible a houSt of coamoaa I it isnot in dhs Datat* 
of hiioian ibeiety* that any ibriii of goveraoieoiv 
in fuch ebcimtAaaceiy can hmg he pfdbnred. In 
jMv the gnaesfli cootempt of the peopk » ad fatal 
•as Anrdeidftation. . Such, lampeifaadbedyWoaM 
be cheneceflhry e^it^ft of any bafe oonceffioa mnde 
liy the prefent hdob •f.eontaions»and, at a foafr 
{ying meafare ■amldnot be accq>tod, ac i^matai 
£n- yKMK to dficUe whether you wQU at any .hazard 
-fiippdit n fct of n)en» who have aedttccd yen tto 
Aia unhappy diknuna^ or wheriwr yod wtU giw- 
^fy the nnifted wiihesof the whola pec^leaf fin^ 
Jbail V diffibiting the pailiaattne. 

Taking it for gfantod^ as I A>.¥tfy; fineecrfp^ 
that you Juanr perfi>naliy no defigm agataft tbe 
coaftiti;tidn>. nor any vxears inoDnMent with tho 
good of your fabjefts, I think yon bmaot hefitate 
long apon the thsictw irineh' it rffaMp ceoaernt 
)mr intmtU and yoarhononr to adopt* On <i» 
Me^ yotthaaardthna&Aioarof allytarEngKii 
itthyeftA ;. yon idinfoiAi nwry hefiei of nepofir to 
yaniAlf, and ytm eadaager the eftabKiuneat of 
jroar finiil|r im nm M tkia jiaa vcnftua-fir 

no 
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tio objeft whatiberer, or for (uch an bbjaft; as fir 
would be an affront to you to name. Men of 
fenie will examine your condud with faipicioa ; 
while thofe who are incapable of comprehending 
to what degree they are injured, afflid yon witk 
clamours equally ittfdlent and unmeaning. Sup* 
pofiag it poflible that no htd ftroggle Ihould en* 
fue» you determine at once to be unh^py, vdth- 
out the hope of a compenfation eidierfrom intereft 
or ambition. If an Engiiih King be hated or 
'defpifedy he muji be unhappy ;' and this perhaps 
is the only political truth, which he ought to be 
convinced of without experiment. But if the 
Englifli people fliould no longer confine their te^ 
Centment to a fubmiflke reprefentatioa of dieir 
•wrongs s if, iidlowing' the glorious example of 
iMr aacc^oiS) they ihould no longer appeal to the 
creature of the cooftittttioa» bikt to that high Being, 
mho gave them thexights of httmanity» wfaofe gifts 
it were facrilege to furrehder* let me aficyte, ^ 
•iipoa what part of your (iibgeftswotthiToa'rdjr 
'§itr affiftance t ■ 

The. people of Ireland luTe'beas makmlj 
f Inndered^md oppreflU* In fetnm, they giro yoa 
every dsy^lh marksjof tibeir reibitment.' . They 
'decile die miferable governor you have (ent them, 
'becauft he is.thecieatnre of iord Batej aorts it 
£om any natural ooaMon in their ideas^ that thcf 

are 
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are fo ready to confound the original of a King 
vntk the difgracefni reprefentation of him, • 

The diftance of the Colonies would make it 
impoffible for them to take an a^ive concern in 
•your afiairsy if they were as well affeded to your 
government as they once pretended to be to your 
peribn* They were ready enough to diftingtiiili 
between j^Mr. and your minifters. They complained 
4>f an ad of the legiflature, but traced the origin 
of it nq higher than to the fenrants of the cmwn : 
•They pleafed thtofelves with the hope that their 
tSovereign, if not favourable to their caafe, at-kaft 
twas impaitial. Thcdecifive, peribnal part yoo 
took againft them, has eiFedlu^y baniihed duit 
jMt diftindion ftom their, minds. They coiifider 
you as united with your fenrants againft America^ 
and know how to<diiikiguUh the Soveftiga and a 
veaal parliam^t on one fide» from the real ientbi* 
ments of the Engliih people oq the other. Look^ 
ing forward to independence, they might poffibly 
receive you for their King; but, if ever yon re- 
tire toAmeriea, be afiured they will give yon 
fuch a covea^mt to ^gefi, as the preibytery of 
Scotland would have been afliamed to offer to 
Charles the Second* They left their native . had 
in iearch of ifreedom, and found it in a defart 
Divided as theyare into a thoufand forma.of .pdiic|r 
and religion^ there is one point in which thay, afi 

agree: 
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«grie: Aey tfpuily dmft th« pagsauitry of m 
King* tad t^ fapercilioas kypocrify of a biiliop* 
It h not tkcsfi frim die alienated afeAions of 
Irelaad or America^ tliat you can reafoaably look 
ferafiftance ; iUll l^fsffon the people of £^glaad» 
wlio wrttStxaUf cooftendii^ for thair riglitt» and 
in tkis great qwftioaj ue parties againft yoa. Yoa 
are mot however, demote of wcry appearaaca of 
Aj^KMrt: Yoa have all the Jacoblus^ Noi^aiors* 
HoaMa Oitholict^ and Tories of this codouy, an^ 
ail Scotland without e]«epttoo. Confideriag fioa 
fvhacfaflulir yoa aredefcaaded» the dioice of yoar 
iiseadt hu baea fiagoiarly direaed ; and tndy, 
Str« if yoa had not ki tha tvh^iiitereft of EAg- 
iaad, i Ifaoold adiatte your dexterity in tunai^ 
.tbe hoalti of joar eaeauta. Isit pofihle£;iryott 
jtophoraayaoafideiKeinatta, who, before sh^ 
anJbUhfal loryoii» aftuft ianoaaoa m^ry opiaaoa» 
aad hetcay crary priacipks htA n ch^fck aad. 
fiate> whkk diey iahtfit fma Aeiv aiiQBfiocs^ aad 
aae coafimod in by thair odocatfooi^ whoieaaaK 
kers are la anooalid^vabk^ that thiy ha¥a loa|^ 
Snoe faaeaa obliged %o gjwo n^ the priaaiples aad 
ia ug a agtt whkk diiuaguilied ihea a»a fiaff^^aad 
teightoadcr diebaiiaers0f their oifeiaais? Tkdr 
MdbqiintwithhyppQeify, aad aieftrnKlodeiti 
Atidktliqidoetiaea atlaftthify bo- 



A» 
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• As t» tlie Scotch* I mttft foppofe your heart end 
VBfderftaading ib l»kficd» from your earlieft infan- 
cy, in their favour* that nothing lef* than your 
0wm misfortunes am tt&deccive you. You will 
«K>t accept Qif the onifonn experience of your an- 
ceftors; and when once a man is detemuned to 
believe* the very abfiudity of the do6Uine confirms 
him in his faith. A higcttted undetftanding can 
draw a proof of attachment to the hoafe of Hanover 
from a notorious zeal for the houfe of Stuart* and 
find an eameft. of futuie loyidty in former rebet- 
iioost Appearances aae however in their favour ; 
lb ikongly indeed* that one would think they had 
forgotten that you are their lawfv^l King* and had 
oiftaken you for a pretender to the crown. . Let 
it be admitted then that ^e Scotch are as iincerc 
an their prefent profeffions* as if you were in rea- 
Iky not an EngUflunan* bat a Briton of the North* 
you would not be the firft prince of dieir native 
country againft whom they .have rebelled* nor 
the firft whom they have bafely betrayed. Have 
yon forgotten* Sir* or has your favourite con- 
cealed from you that pwt of our hiHory* when the 
unhappy Charles (and he too had private virtues) 
fled from the open avowed indignation of his 
'Englifli fubjeds* and furrendered hinfelf at dif- 
cretion to the good faith of his own countrymen* 
Without looking for fuppo^ in their afie£^tons as 
N fubjedls* 
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fobje£b»'he applied only to their konoar as gen- 
tlemeii9 for prote£Uon. They received him as they 
would your Majefty, with bows* and finiks, ami 
falfehood, and kept him until they had fettled their 
bargain with the Engliih parliament ; then bafeiy 
fold their native King to the vengeance of his ene» 
mies. This, Sir, was not the a£l.of a few trai- 
tors, but the deliberate treacheryof a Scotch par^ 
liament reprefenting the nation. A wi(e prince 
jnight.draw from it two leflbns of eqoai utility to 
himfelf. On one fide he might learn to dread the 
iindifgttifed refentment of a generous people, who 
4lare openly afiert their rights, and who, in a juft 
caufe, are ready to meet their Sovereign in the 
£eld. On the other fide, he wonld betaoght to 
apprehend ibmething far more formidable ; ■ 
a fawning treachery, againft . which no prudence 
can guard, no courage can defend. Theinfidious 
fmiles upon the cheek would warn him of the 
canker in the heart. 

From the ufes, to which one part of the army 
has been too frequently applied, you have ibme 
reafon to expedl, that there are no fervices they 
would refufe. Here too we trace the partiality of 
.your underfianding. You take the fenfe of the 
•army from the condn£l of the guards,, with the 
* fame juftice with which you coiled the fenfe of 
the people from the repreientations of the minifiry. 

Your 
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Tour marcking regiments, Sir» will not make the 
guards their example either as ibidiers or fubje^b. 
They feel and relent, as they ought to do, that 
invariable, undiftingailhing favour with which the 
guards are treated; while thofe gallant troops, 
by whom every hazardous, every laborious fervice 
is performed, are left to perifh in garrifbns abroad, 
or pine in quarters at home, negle£ied and for- 
gotten. If they had no fenfe of the great origi- 
nal flirty they owe their countiy, their refentment 
would operate like patriotifm, and . leave your 
caufe to be defended by thofe to whom you have 
lavifiied the rewards and honours of their profeffi- 
on. The praetorian bands, enervated and de- 
bauched as they were, had flill Rrength enough to 
awe the Roman populace^: but when the dxftant 
legions took th^ alarms diey marched to Rome, 
and gave away the empire. 

On. this fide then, which ever way yon turn your 
eyes, you fee nodiing but perplexity and diflrefs. 
You may determine to fupport the very miniftry 
who have reduced your affairs to this deplorable 
fituation : you may fhelter y ourfelf under the forms 
of a parliament, and fet your people at defiance* 
But be afTured, Sir, that fuch a refolution would 
be as Imprudent as it would be odfous. If it did 
not immediately ihakc your eilabltfhment, it would 
rob you of your peace of mind for ever. 

N a .On 
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On the other, how dSlkttnt is the profpeft ! 

How e&fy, how fafe and honoarable is the' path 

before you! The Englllh nation declare they arc 

grofsly injored by their reprefentatives, and ft^icil 

your Majefty to exert your iawffil prerogative; 

and give them an opportunity of recalling a tfuft. 

which, they find, has been fo fcandaloufly abuied; 

You are not to be told that the power of the houft 

of comtnotis i^ not original, but delegated to them 

for the welfare of the peoplef, from whom they 

received it. A queftion of right arifes between 

the cdnftitttent atfd the reprefentative body. By 

what authority fhall it be decided ? Will your 

Majefty interfere in a queftion in which you have 

properly no immediate concern ? It would be k 

ftep equally odious and uhneceffary. Shall the 

lords be called upon to determine the rights and 

privileges of the commons? They cannot do it 

-without a il^graftt breach of the conftitution. Or 

^iil you refer it to the judges? They have ofteA 

^foldyouranceftdrs, that the law of parfiament is 

above them. What party then remains but to leave 

^/^ ^?^ people to determine for themfelves? 

. ^ alone are injured ; and fmce there is no {n- 

penor power to which the caufc can be referred, 

they alone ought to determine. 

^um "^^ '"^*" '^ perplex you with a tedious ar- 

sument upon a fubje€t already fo difcuffed; that 

infpiration 
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Sftfpbtttioii coold hardly dirow a new light op^m it. 
There aie, h(»«irever, two points of view, in which 
it particularly imports your Majefty to confider 
the late prooecdiags of the houfe of connnons. fiy 
depriviag a {ahjfc& of his birthright, .they have at* 
tritMited to theirown rote an authority equal to an 
ad of the whole h^dtvuue; and, tho' perhaps 
BOt with the £une motives, have ftri^kly followed 
the example of the loi\g parliaoientt which firft 
declared the regal office jifelefs, and iooxk after, 
with. as little ceremony, diffolved the hou&r of 
lords. The iame pretended power, which robs an 
£Bglifii iiibfe£iof his birthrigJity may xob an £ng* 
ling King of his crown. In another view, the 
re{b}tttion of the houfe of commons, apparently n»t 
£o dangerous to your Majefty, is ftill more alarm- 
ing to your people. Not conteoted witbdivefting 
0ne man of his rights they have arbitrarily con- 
veyed that right to another* They have fet afide 
a return as illegal , without daring to cenfure thofe 
officers who were particularly apprized of Mr. 
Wilkes's incapacity* not only by the declaration 
of the houfe, but exprefsfly by the writ direded to 
them» and who neverthelefs returned bim as duly 
eleded. They have rcje^ed the majority of votes, 
the only criterion by which our laws judge of the 
fimfe of the people ; they have transferred the right 
N 3 ' of 
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of eledion from the colle£tive to the ttprekn»' 
tive body $ and by thcfe ads, taken feparately or 
together, they have eflentially altered the original 
conftitQtion of the houfe of connnons^ Verfedy a^ 
yoar Majefty undoubtedly is, in the Engti^ hit- 
tory, it cannot eafily efcape you, kow mtK^ it 
is your intereft, as well as your duty to prevettt 
one of the three eftates from encroaching upon the 
province of the other two, or afiuming the autho- 
rity of them all. When once they have departed 
from the great cbnftitutional line, by which all 
their proceedings ihoold be dire^ed, who will aii- 
fwer for their future moderation? Or what afih- 
aace will they give you, that, when they hare 
trampled upon their equals, they will fubmie to a 
fuperior? YourMajeily may leariihereafcer, how 
nearly the flave and tyrant are allied* 

Some of your council, more candid than the 
reil, admit the abandoned profligacy of the preient 
houfe of commons, but oppofe their dKTolution upOn 
an opinion, I confcfs not very unwarrantable, that 
their fucceiJbrs would be equally at the difpoffal of 
the treafnry. I cannot perfuade myfelf that the 
nation will have profited fo little by experience. 
"But if that opinion were well founded, you might 
then gratify our wiflies at an eafy rate, and appeafe 
e prcfent clamour againft your govcrntaent with- 

' out 
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.ent offering any material injury to the favourite 
;caafe o£ corrnption. 

' Yon iiAve ilill an honourable part to aft. The 
afiFedions of your fubjeds may Hill be recoveiec}* 
3at before yon fnbdiie tbgir hearts, you mufl gain 
a noble vidory over yoar own» Difcard thofe little 
. pcribnai lefentments which have too long direded 
«your. public condod. Pardon this man the re- 
mainder of his puniihment, and if refentment flill 
^|Mrevaik» make it» what it (bould have been long 
itnce, an ad, not of mercy, but contempt. He 
W:rU foon fal) back into hi& natural ilation,*— a 
. iUent fenator* and hardly fupporting the weekly 
eloquence of anews paper. The gentle breath of 
■ peace wpuld leave him on the fjurface, nrgleded 
-,and unremoved* It is only the tempeH that lifts 
him from his place* . . 

WithQiit confulting your minifter, call together 

your whole counciL Let it appear to the public 

.that you can determine and ad for yourfclf. Come 

. forward to your people. Lay aiide the wretched 

.formalities of a King, and fpeak tp your fubjeds 

; with the fpirit of a man, and in the language of 

a gentleman. Tell them you have been fatally 

, deceived. The acknowledgment will be no dif- 

•^ grace, but rather an honour to your uoderHand- 

ing. Tell them you. are determined to remove 

cv€ry caufe of complaint agaicft your government; 

N 4 tlyit 
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that you wUl %int yoar edaUtaxeio so ma «*» 
doe» not poflcfe the confidence of yomt fiibje&« 
and yott will teave it to Uiemftlves to detenrime^ 
by thdr condua at a future ele^oa, whether or. 
no it be in reality the general fenfe ^ Ac nadeii» 
that dieir righu have beea ik'bitKarily invaded bf 
the preftnt houfe of conunoBS, and the eoaMmwm 
betrayed. They will then do juAice to their rf 
prefentatives and to themfelves. 

Thefe Amtiments, Sir, and the fijU Aey «« 
conveyed in, may be oUnaSte, perhaps, becauft 
they are new to yen. Accofioaied to the language 
of courtiers, yo« meafure their afcftioas by the 
vehemence of their e»pfe«iaMj a«d when they 
only praife yoo indi«ajy, you admiie their fin«e- 
my. But this h not a time to trifle with yov 
lortune. They deceive you. Sir, who tell you that 
you Jwvemanyfrfend*. whofe aiF«aions ai«fo«nd- 
«l"5:;"*Pr"«=ii»fc of pertbnal attachments. The 

C^ i. !?"♦ ^' the e^lity with which 

*««c:ricT^::'-»-*-rbeXn,ed. Theftr- 

• fri^dftlf T* ^-g foA.d.r<^ to have 

violated whj. * * of a„„^ which cannot he 

*^loofe.for>S^^- The-iftaJcenprii.^. 

"""*"»« of his afBors. 

The 
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■ The people of finglaitd are feyal to the houft 
of Hanover^ not from a vain pieiefence of one 
family to aitotfaer> but from a conriftion that the 
citabliflunent of that famUy was necei&ry to the 
ittf^rt of their civil and t^gioos. liberties. This^ 
Sir, is a princ^e of allegiance eqaaQy foEd and 
rationaly :fit for fingHttmen to adopt» and weU 
worthy of yoor Majefty's enconragement* We 
cannot long be delnded by nominal diftinfiions. 
The name of Stnarty of itfe]f» is only contempt 
tibie;— -armed with the Sovereign authority, their 
* principles were formidable. The Princs, who imi- 
tates their oon:da6t, fhouid be warned by their 
example ; and while he plumes hxmielf upim tke 
fecurity of his title to the crown, ihould remem- 
ber, that as it was atqaired by one itvolationy it 
may be l6ft by another. 

J U N I U » 

LETTER XXX. 

. TO HIS GRACS THE O— OF C" » „ 

MY LORD, 

If I were perfdnaily your enemy, I might pitj 
and forgive y^u. You have etncry claim to com- 
paffion, that can arife fl-om mifery and diftrefs. 
Tne condition yon are reduced to would di^arm.s 

private 
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prmte enemy i^ his reietitinent, uid leare no «^n« 
ibbition to the ntDftviadiflivefpirit,* iMit ^latiudi 
an objed) as yoa are» would disgrace the dignity 
ofrrereoge. But in die relation you kave borne 
to this country, you have no title to iadulgcace $ 
and, if I had followed di^lates of my own oph- 
nion, I never ihoald have allowed you the reifute 
-of a moment. In your public charader, yoa.have 
injured every fnbje^ of the empire; and> though 
•an individual. is not attdionfed to forgave, the inju* 
rier done to ibciety, he is called upon to afiert hb 
Separate (hare in the public refeatment. I,fub- 
jnitted however to the judgment of men, more 
moderate, perhaps more candid than myfeif. For 
•my own part, I do not pretend to underftand tho^ 
prudent forms of decorum^ thofe gentle rulea of 
difcietion, which fome men endeavour to um^ 
with the condud of the greateft and moft hazm'd- 
0U3 affairs. Engaged in the defence of an honour- 
able caufe, I would take a decifiyepirt.?^^! ihould 
fcorn to provide for a future retreat, or to keep 
terms with a man, who preferve$ no meafures with 
the public. Neither the abjefl fubmiffion of de- 
ierting his poft in the hour of danger, nor even 
vthe facred ihield of cowardice. ihould jfooted him. 
.1 would purfae him through life, and try the laJ^ 
exertion of my .abiUtiet to preferve the perifhable 
infamy of his name> and make it immortal. 

What 
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Wkat then, my Lord, is this the event of all the 
&cnfices 70a have made to Lord Bote's patroaage* 
aad to your own unfortonate ambition ? Was ic 
for this yon abaadoned yonr eariieft friendihips^ 
*— ^the warmeft connexions of yoor youth, and aM 
thofe honourable engagements, by- which yoa 
ODce fellicited, aad might have acquired the 
•efteem of your country ? Have you iecared no re* 
CQmpence for fuch a wade of honour f Unhappy 
man I what party will receive the common deferter 
of all parties ? Without a client to flatter, without 
a friend to coolble you, and with only one com- 
*panibn from the honeft houfe of Bioomibury, yoa 
muft now retire into a dreadful folitude, whidi 
you have created for yourfelf. At the mofl adivc 
:period of life, you muft quit the bofy fcene, and 
conceal youHelf from the world, if you would 
hope to fave the wretched remains of a ruined r» 
ptttacion. The vices never fail of their efSed 
They operate like age,— being on diihonour be 
fon its time, and in the prime of youth leave th< 
chara^r broken and exhauiled. 

Yet your condud has been myfterious, as we] 
as contemptible. Where is now that firmnefs 
orob&inacy fo'long bc^ifted of by your friends 
seud acknowledged by yoor enemies^ We wer 
taught to expe£l, that you would not leave th 
ruin of this country to be completed by oth< 

hand! 
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hands, bat were determined either to gzm ride- 
cidve vi^ory oirer the conitittttian> or to periih 
bravely at leaft,in the laA dike of the prerogadre. 
You knew the danger, and might have been pro^ 
vided for it. You took fufficient time to |»epare 
for a meeting with your p t, to confirm the 

mercenary fidelity of your dependants, and to 
fogged to your Sovereign a language fuited to hk 
dignity at lead, if not to his benevoience and 
wifdom. Yet, while the whole kingdom was 
agitated with anxious expectation upon one greac 
point, you meanly evaded the queftion, and, in* 
ftead of the explicit firmnefs and decifion of a 
K— >, gave us nothing bnt the mifery of a mined 
grazier, and the whining piety of a Methodift. 
We ^ad reafon to exped, that notice woold have 
been taken of the petitions which die K— * hsa 
received from the Englilh nation ; and although 
I can conceive ibme perfonal motives for nqt 
yielding to them, I can find none, in common 
prudence or decency, for treating them with con- 
tempt. Be afiured, my Lord, the EngliOi peo- 
ple will not tamely fubmit to this unworthy treat- 
ment ;-*-'they had a right to be heard, and their 
petitions, if not granted, deferved.to be con* 
£dered. Whatever be the real views and do6lri:.e 
of a court, the S-— n fhould be taught to preferve 
ibme forms of attention to 1^ iubjefb^ and if he 

will 



L E T T E R S- 189 

witl not redrefs their grievances, not to make 
them a topic of jelt and mockery among lords and 
ladies of the bedchamber. Iiijnries may be atoned 
for and forgiven; but infults admit of no com* 
penfation. They degrade the mind in its own 
efbem, and force it to recover its level by re- 
venge. This negleft of thfc petitions was how- 
ever a part of' your original plan of government, 
nor will any confequences it has produced account 
for your dei^rting your S— -n, in the midft of that 
^iftrefs,' in which you and your new friends had 
involved him. One would think, my Lord, yoo 
might have taken this fpirited refolution before 
you had diflblved the laft of thofe early connexions, 
which once, even in your own opinion, did ho* 
nout to your youth ; — before you had obliged Lord 
Granby to quit a fervice he was attached to;— — 
before you had difcarded one chancellor and killed 
another. To what an abjefl condition have yoa 
laboured to reduce the beft of princes, when the 
unhappy man, who yields at laft to fuch perfonal 
inllance and folicitation, as never can be fairly 
employed againft a fubjed, feels hknfelf degraded 
by his Compliance, and is unable to furvive the 
difgracefui honours which his gracious S*— n had 
compelled him to accept. He was a man of 
fpirit, for he had a quick (enfe of (hame, and 
death has redeemed his charaAer. I know your 

Grace 
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Grace too well to append to your feelings 
this event ; but there is another heart, 
Jiope. quite callous to the touch of hamanity» to 
which it ought to be a dreadful lefTon for ever. 

Now, my Lord* let us confider the fituation to 
which you have conduced, and in which you have 
thought it advifeable to abandon your royal mafter. 
^Whenever the people havec6mplained, andnothing 
better could be faid in defence of the meafures of 
govanment, it has been the fafhion to anfwer tts» 
though not very fairly, with an appeal to the 
private virtues of your S— n. ** Has he not, to 
jrelieve the people; furrendered a confiderable part 
pf his revenue? Has he not made the judges in- 
dependent, by fixing them in their places for life?*' 
•-^My Lord, wt acknowledge the gracious piin- 
ciple which gave birth to. thefe conceflions, and 
have nothing to regret, but that it has never been 
adhered to. At the end of feven years, we are 
loaded with a debt of above five hundred thou- 
fand pounds upon the civil lift, and we now fee 
the chancellor of Great Britain tyrannically forced 
out of his office, not fbrwant of abilities, not for 
want of integrity, or of attention to his duty, but 
for delivering his honeft opinion in p — t, upoh 
the greateft conilitutional queftion that has arifca 

£ace the revolution We care not to whofe pri* 

val4 
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vate virtues 700 appeal ; the theory of fuch a go* 
vemsieiit is falfthood and mockery ;— »tlie prac 
Ike is oppreffion* Yoa bave . laboured tbca 
<thoBgh 1 coaMs to no pnrpoie) to rob yoiu 
mafter of tbe ooly plaufible anfwer tbat ever was 
given ia defence of bis goveniment,r-"Of the opi« 
juon which the people had conceived <^ his par< 
A)nal bonoor and inte]gri|y.«-— The duke o/.B-r-tij 
was more moderate than yoar Grace. He onl) 
ibroed his mailer to violate a folemn promifis madi 
to an individual. But yoa» my Lord* have fuc* 
cefsfttlly extended your advice to trery policiotl^ 
every moral engagement, that could bind eitbej 
^he magiflrate or tbe man. The condition of a«- 
is often mi(ibrable» but it re<]ttired yoor .Graced 
abilitie&to make it contempiCible.— *You will ia] 
perhaps that the faithful iervants» in wbofe hmii 
yqu have left bim» are aUe to retrieve his honour 
and to fupport his government.. You have pub 
lidy.declaredy even itnce your reiignation, tha 
yc>u approved of, their meafares, and admirec 
their conduct— particularly that of the Earl a 
S-w^ch. What a pity it is, that, with all thi 
appearance, you ibould think it. necefiary to ib 
parate yourfelf frpm fuch amiable companions 
You forget, my Lord,. that while youarelavijl 
in the piaiie of men whom you defisrt, you ar 
Jiublicly oppofing your conduft to your opinions 

ant 
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«nd d^riviirg yonrfetf'of the cmly plaufiUe pie^ 
tence you had £ot ieatnng your S— <-ii oTerwkclmed 
witk diftrefs ; I call vt plaiiiiMe, for, in trstb; 
tbtvp is no reafim wh^tfoarov lefs than the &owiU 
«^ your fnaftcr, that, oanH jnfUfy a man of ipirit 
far s^>and<miBg his jpo& at a noment fo critical 
and important ? iJt is in vain to evade the qaeflamb 
If you wiU not fpeak oat» the public hare a right 
to judge fcoBi appearances. We aie asi^r^sed 
to conclude, that yoa either di^ered fr4m your 
colleagues, whofe meafures yoa Aill aSeSt to: de- 
fend, or that you thought the adminiilradon of 
the K*-«-*'8 afairs no longn tenable. You are at 
liberty to chooi^ between the hypocrite and die 
coward. Your bell friends are in doubt which 
^ay they iball incline* Your country unites the 
chatadters, and gives you credit for them bodi* 
for my own part, I fee nothing inc6n€iftent in 
your condud. You began with betraying the 
|pcx>pk,«— -you conclude with betraying the K^— • 

In ybnx treatment of particuku" perfons, you 
have pneferved the uniformity of your chara^r. 
Even Mr. Bradfiiaw declares, that no- man v/as 
ever fi> ill ufed as himfelf. As to the provifion 
you have made for his family, he was ii^tided to 
it by the houfe he lives in. The lucceflhr of dne 
4^hancellor might well pretend to be the rival of 
another* It is the breach of private friendfliip 

which 
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wbkh touches Mr. Bradfhaw ; and to fay the 
truth, when a man of his rank and abilities had 
taken fo aftive a part in your affairs, he ought 
not to have been let down at laft with a miferable 
peniion of fifteen hundred pounds a year. Colo* 
nel Luttrell, Mr. Onflow, and Mr. Burgoync* 
were equally engaged with you, and have rather 
more reafon to complain than Mr. Bradihaw. 
Thefe are men, my Lord, whofe friendihip yott 
fliould have adhered to on the fame principle, oa 
which you defcrted Lord Rockingham, Lord 
Chatham, Lord Camden, and the Duke of Port- 
land. We can eafily account for your violating 
your cngagemeijts with men of honour, but w^y 
Ihould you betray your natural connexions ? Why 
feparate yourfelf from Lord Sandwich, Lord 
Gower, and Mr. Rigby, or leave the three wor- 
thy gentlemen abovementioned to ihift for them- 
felves I With all the fafhionable indulgence of the 
times, this country does not abound in charafters 
like theirs ; and you may find it a difficult matter 
to recruit the black catalogue of your friends. 
: The recoUeaion of the royal patent you fold 
to Mr. Hine, obliges me to fay a word in de- 
fence of a man whom you have taken the moft 
^iflionourable means to injure. I do not refer to 
the fham profecution which you aiFefted to carry 
'^^ againft him. On that ground, I doubt not he 
O ia 
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U pi^B^u^ to meet yim with ti^M rcqimS^$^ 

tion, an4 to (bt yoo a^ defiance. Tiie injury y^ 

]|a4 doAf him ^fFeds his moral charader, You; 

iKIiew th»t tl>e offer |o p^rchafe the rerv^Qon.pf s^ 

£lace| which bas heretofcure l^en fql4 un4er a c|e-> 

cr(e of tb<| coort qf ^ancery* hpwfv^ ia||M'^<l^^ 

In hU fitvatippi would. lip w^ teiid to cover him 

Mrith th«^^ fort of gpH? which yQ^ wi(he4 to (x 

^pqn him in tl^ eyes of |he wprld. Ypa l^kboored 

\hen, by every Qmies pi f^lfe fiiggeftipn, fu^ 

f yen by publiihiiig C0iHil;<)rf4t l^tfffs» to l\ave it 

ipderftood that he ha4 pi^po&d.tfrms-of acco^'* 

mQ49tio9i to yon, s^nd ha4 Qfer<;d ip aJbaiidoii hi| 

principlesy his ptrty, and his fnepds. Yq9 ^^* 

iUlted ypiir pwQ brc^ for ^. C^^^r of Qoiifm»« 

inate treachery, an4 g^ve it tp tl|^ pi»Wc for ^t 

9f Mr. VaHgtua. I thii^ s^yff^ ob%e4 tp 49 

tbU ju^ice tp ^ i|ijwre4 IRAP* |ie^$Mlf« i ¥W ^* 

f;eivi?4 by tjie appear?^?iw thrpw^. pgt by y^m 

prac«, l^i4 have frequently {po]im of h|4.<»f^4«ft 

frith iadign^^Qi^. If 1^ really he* what I iHfik 

him, {loneft, thoi|gl| miftakeni h^ wlU bi h^f^yy 

in recovering hi^ regut^tfoii, $hpugi^ f| t^ ex- 

popoe pf his ^Il4c^a|^^g« J^eiset I feib t)^ 

. ms^tter ii Ukely tp |e^. Yqnr Qra^4# fifyi^ tp 

pirry on the prpfeo^^io^t Ux. Hm Im^ ^lilt 

pofle^^on of hU par«Mp; ^ g-^v^r 8-^nei 

reUexed ftpp tbe VfrehpHfiiM of €e6ii^|. d!^ 

moneyi 
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vntrnff fin down, for the remainder of his life, 

I«r-M-8 AND CONTESTED. 

- I believe^ my Lord, I may now take my leave . 
of yoa for ever. Yov ai« no longer that reiblnte 
miniil«r» who had fpirit to fuppoit the moft vip^ 
iokt raeafares s who compeniated for the want of 
good and great qualities, by a brave determioa- 
tion (which fome people admired and relied on) 
to maintain himfelf without them. The reputa- 
tion of obftinacy and perfeverance might have fnp- ' 
plied the place of all the abfent virtues. You 
liave now added the laft negative to your charac- 
ter» and meanly confe^d that you are deflitute of 
the common fpirit of a man. Retire then, my 
Lord, and hide your blufhes from the world ; for, 
with fock a load of ihame, even black may 
ehasge its colbuh A mind fuch as yours. In the 
fc^taiy hours of domeftic enjoyment, may Mil 
find topics of confolation. You may find it in 
the memory of violated ftiendfhip ; in the afflic- 
tions of an accompliihed prince* whom you have 
diigraced and deftrted, and in the agitations of 
t great ooantry, driven, by your councils^ to the 
kink of deftro^ion, 

' The palm of miniilerial firmne& is now tranf^ 

Uncd to Lord North. He tells ta ib himfelf, 

with the pfentitude of the or* rotunda ; and 1 ani 

' jFcady eiMMigh to Mieve, that, while he can keep 

O 2 liil 
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his place, he will not eafily be perfuaded to re^ 
fign it. Your Grace was the firm minifter of 
yefterday : Lord North is the firm miniHer of to- 
day. To-morrow, perhaps, his M — y, in his 
wifdom, may give us a rival for you both. You 
are too well acquainted with the temper of your 
late allies, to think it poiTible that Lord North 
ihould be permitted to govern this country. If 
we may believe common frjne, they have ihewn 
him their fuperiority already. His M — y is in- 
deed too gracious to infult his fubjefls, by chufing 
his firfl minifler from among the domeilics of the 
Duke of B — d. That would have been too grofs 
an outrage to the three kingdoms. Their pur- 
pofe, however, is equally anfwered by pufhing 
forward this unhappy figure, and forcing it to 
bear the odium of meafures which they in reality 
direct. Without immediately appearing to go- 
vern, they poffefs the power, and diftribute the 
emoluments of government as they think proper. 
They ilill adhere to the fpirit of that calculation, 
which made Mr. Luttrell reprefentative of Mid- 
dlefex. Far from regretting your retreat, they 
afTure us very gravely, that it increafes the real 
ftrength of the miniftry. According to this way 
of reafoning, they will probably grow ftronger, 
and more Ho arifhing, every hour theyexift; for 
I think there is hardly a day paiTes in which fome 

one 
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©ne or other of his Majefty^s fervants does not leave 
them to improve by the lofs of his afiiflance. 
But, alas ! their countenances fpeak a c'ifFerent 
knguage. When the members drop off, the 
main body cannot be infenfible of its approach* 
ing diiTolution. Even the violence of their pro- 
ceedings is a fignal of defpair. Like broken te- 
nants, who have had warning to quit the pre- 
mifes, they curfe their landlord, deftroy the fix- 
tures, throw every thing into confufion, and care 
not what mifchief they do to the eftate. 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER XXXL 

TO THE PRINTBfR OF THEPUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

SIR, 

I Believe there is no man, however indifferent 
about the interefts of this country, who will not 
readily confefs that the fituation, to which we 
are now reduced, whether it has arifen from the 
violence of fadlion, or from an arbitrary fyftem of 
government, juftifies the moll melancholy appre- 
henfions, and calls for the exertion of whatever* 
wifdom or vigour is left among us. The K — 's 
anfvver to the remonftrance of the city of London, 
and the meafures fince adopted by the miniftry, 
O 3 amount 
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amount to a plain declaration* that the prii^plt 
on which Mr. Luttrell was feated in the bpafe of 
commons, is to be fupported in all its confe-^ 
quences, and carrie;4 to its utmoft extent. The 
^fame fpirit which violated the freedom of elec- 
tion* now invades the declaration and bill of 
rights, and threatens to pnniih the fabje^t for ex* 
erciiing a privilege, hitherto undifpated, of peti- 
tioning the crown. The grievances of the people 
are aggravated by infults ; their complaints are 
merely difregarded, but checked by authority ; 
and every one of thofe a6ts, againU which they 
remonftrated, confirmed by the K — 's decifive 
approbation. At fiich a moment, no hotssfk man 
will remain filent or inaftive. However diftin- 
guifhed by rank or property, In the rights of 
freedom we are all equal. As we are Englifli- 
men, the lead considerable man among us has an 
intereft equal to the proudeft nobleman, Itk ^9 
laws and conftitution of his country, and is equally 
called upon to make a generous contributioti in 
fupport of them ;— ^whether it be the heart to 
conceive, the underftanding to direfi, or the hand 
to execute. It is a common cauie, in which we 
are all interefled, in which we fhould all be en- 
gaged. The man who deferts it at this alarming 
criiis, is an enemy to his conntry, and, what I 
think of infinitely lefs valuej a traitor to his 

S— n. 
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B^n. The fiitsj^a, who is iMf loyal 16 the 
chief ^lagify-Ate, will neither ftdvife ndr fabihit 
td arbitrary tnczfbtts. The city of London have 
^tefi an example, which, I doubt not, will be 
f^lbv^d by the whole kingdom. The nobie 
fpitit of the metropolis is the life-blood of the 
date, colledlcd at the heart : from that point it 
circulateii with health and vigour through every 
artery of the condttation. The timfe is come, 
when the body of the Englilh people muft aflert 
their owh cauib : confcious of their ftrength, and 
animated by a fenfe of their duty, they will not 
farrender their birthright to thiniiters, parliaments^ 
or ktngSi 

The city of London have exprefled their fenti- 
iftents with freedom and firmnefs ; they have 
{|ioken truth boldly ; and, in whatever light their 
r^monfirance may be reprefented by courtiers, I 
defy the moft fubtle lawyer in this country to 
point ottt a fingle inftance, in which they have 
exceeded the truths Even that afTertion, which 
We are told is moft ofienfive to parliament, in tht 
theory of the Englilh conftiiiition, is ftriftly tru^. 
If any part of die reprefentative body be not 
chofen by the people, that part vitiates and cor- 
rflpts the whole. If there be a defeft in the re- 
prefentatfon of the people^ that power, which 
alone is equal to the making ^f the kws in this 
O 4 country. 
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country, is not complete, and the a£b of parlia* 
ment under that circiunftance, are not the a^ of 
a pure and entire legiflature. I fpeak of the theory 
of our conftirution ; and whatever difficulties or 
inconveniences may attei;J the pra£lice» I am 
ready to maintain, that, as far as the fa^ de* 
viates from the principle, fo far the pradice is 
vicious and corrupt. I have not heard a queftion 
raifed upon any other part of the remonftrance. 
That the principle, on which the Middlefex elec- 
tion was determined, is more pernicious in its . 
eiFefts, than cither the levying of (hip-money by 
Charles the Firft, or the fufpendtng power aflumed 
by his fon, will hardly be difputed by any man 
who underftands or wiihes well to the Englifli 
conflitution. It is not an ad of open violence 
done by the King, or any dired 'and palpable 
breach of the laws attempted by his miniHer, that 
can ever endanger the liberties of this country. 
Againil fuch a King or minifler the people would 
immediately take the alarm, and all the parties 
unite to oppofe him. The laws may be grofsly 
violated in particular inflances, without any. di- 
red attack upon the whole fyflem. Fads of that 
kind ftand alone ; they are attribued to neceifity» 
not defended upon principle. We can never be 
really in danger, until the forms of parliament 
are made ufe of to deflroy the fubilance of our . 

civil 
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civil and political liberties ; — until parliament 
itfelf betrays its truft, by contributing to cfta- 
bliOi new principles of government, and employ- 
ing the very weapons committed to it by the col-* 
k£live body, to flab the conftitation. 

As for the terms of the remonilrance, I prefume 
it will not be affirmed, by any perfon lefs poliihed 
than a gentleman ufher, that this is a feafon for 
compliments. Our gracious ■ indeed is abun- 

dantly civil to himfelf. Inftead of an anfwer to a 
petition, his ■■ very gracefully pronounces 

his own panegyric ; and I confefs, that, as far as 
his pcrfonal behaviour, or the royal purity of his 
intentions is concerned, the truth of thofe dedara* 
tions, which the minifter has drawn up for his 
mailer, cannot decently be difputed. In every 
other refpeft, I -affirm that they are abfolutely un- 
fupported, either in argument or fa£t. I muil 
add too, that fuppoAng the fpeech were other- 
wife unexceptionable, it is not a direft anfwer to 

the petition of the city. His is pleafcd to 

fay, that he is always ready to receive the requefts 
of his fubje^s ; yet the IheriflFs were twice fent 
back with an excufe, and it was certainly de^ 
bated in council whether or no the magiflrates of 
the city of London ihould be admitted to an au- 
dience. Whether the remonilrance be or be not 
injurious to parliament, is the very queflion be- 
tween 
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ftftnce to the ncaftirf s of hit goveniiiicnt» that 
he had made the laws the rale of hit condnft To 
talk of preferving the aifedioiis, or relying on the 
fiipport of hta fubjeds, while be cpntittaes to aft 
upon thefe principles^ is indeed paying a com- 
pliment to their loyalty, which 1 hope they have 
too mochfpirit and underftaading to defenre*. 

His , we are told, is not only pun&ial 

in the performance 6f his own daty, but careful 
not to aflbme any of thofe powers which the con* 
ftitatton has placed in other hands. Admitting 
this laft aflertion to be ftridlly true, it i/ no way 
to the purpofe. The city of London have not 
deiired the " * " '■■ to aHaine a power pliiced id 
other handa. If they had, I flioiild hope to fee 
the porfon, who dared to prefent fnch a petitioB* 
ifnmediatdy impeached. They folicit their " « i ■ 
to exert that couiHtational authority, which the 
laws have vefted in him for the benefit of his fab- 
jeds. They call upon him to make ufe of his 
lawful prerogative in a cafe, which our laws evi* 
dently fuppofcd might happen, iiitce i^jhm 
provided for it by trnftiBg tbf :jBovtreigo with a 
discretionary power to diiiolve the parliamenc 
This- requeft will, I a^i confident, be fapported 
by remonflrances from all parts of the kingdom* 
His « I ■ will find at lad, that this is the lenie 
of his people, and that it is not his intereii to 

fappoft 



fupport cither miniftry or parliament, at the ha- 
zard of a breach with the colle^ive body of his 
fubjcfts. — That he is the King of a free people, is 
in leed his greateft glory. That he may lo ig corS 
tinue the King of a free people, is the iecond wifli 
that animates my heart. The firft is, that the 

PEOPLE MAY BE FREE. JUNIUS. 
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TO THE PRINTEROF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER* 



SIR, . 

In my laft letter I offered you my opinion of the 
truth and propriety of his^ajefty's anfwer to the 
city of London, confidering it merely as the 
fpeech of a minider, drawn up in^his own de- 
fence, and delivered, as ufual, by the chief ma- 
giftrate. I would feparate, as much as pofltble, 
the King's perfonal charadler and behaviour from 
the ads of the prefent government. I wifh it to 
be underftood that his Majefty had in effeA no 
more concern in the fubftance of what he faid, 
than Sir James Hodges had in the remonftrance, 
and that as Sir James, in virtue of his office, was 
obliged to fpeak the fentiments of the people, 
his Majefty might think himfelf bound by the 
fame official obligation, to give a graceful utter- 
ance to the fentiments of his minifler. The cold 

formality 
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formality of a well-repeated leflbn is widely di& 
tant from the animated exprefllon of the heart. 

This didindlion, however, is only true , with 
refpe£t to the meafure itfelf. The confequences 
of it reach beyond the miaifter, and materially 
afFe6l his Majedy's honour. In their own nature 
they are formidable enough to alarm a man of 
prudence, and difgraceful enough to aiHiA a man 
of fpirit. A fubjedt, whofe £ncere attachment 
to his Majeily's perfon and family is founded upon 
rational principles, will not, in the prefent con- 
juncture, be fcrupulous of alarming, or even of 
afRi4aing his fovereign. I know there is another 
fort of loyalty, of which his MajeHy has had 
plentiful experience. When the loyalty of Tories, 
Jacobites, and Scotchmen, has once taken pof- 
feflion of an unhappy prince, it feldom leaves 
him without accompliihing his deilru^ion. When 
• the poifon of their doflrines has tainted the jm* 
tural benevolence of his dilpqiition, when their > 
infidious counfels have corrupted the ^aminao( 
his government, what antidote can. reilorejymi to 
his political health and honour, but the hihi fin- 
cerity of his Engliih fubjeds ? 

It has not been nfual in this country, at;leaA 
fince the days of Charles the firft, to fewsdiSfe fo- 
vereinga peifonally at variance, or engaged in a 
dlreA altercation with hi» fob^£ls. Afls of grace 

and 
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cad indolgtiic* ire mkly apiiropriated toi him\ 
asd fluNtld cootoitly be performed by hlmMf« 
He never (hould appear but ia an amiable lighr 
to Ui fubjeds. Evea in France, a$ long as any 
ideaa ni a Itaiiced aMBarchy were thoogkt worth 
pititmng, it was a nuxixn, that no aiaa (boal4 
leave the royal prefeaee difeonteated. They have 
left or renounced the moderate principles of their 
govcmmeat, and noiw» when their parUamentt 
venture to remonftrate, the tyrant cgmes forward* 
and aafwen abfolately for himfelf. The fpint of 
their prefeni conftitttcion requires that the King, 
ftottid he ftaredy and the principle, 1 believe, ia 
tolerably fiipported by the fad. Bat, in oor po^ 
Utical fyfteai, the theory is at variance with the 
praiUce, for the King fhoald be beloved*^ Mea* 
fares of greater ieverity may, indocd, in foow 
circoaiftances* be neceflary; but the aainiftet 
who advifes, fiiould take the execution and odiasi 
of thean entirely upon himfelf. He not only Imn 
traya his matter, but violates the {jpim of the Bng-( 
liih conftitution, when he expofet the cbief ma^ 
gtttrate to the perfonal hatred or contempt of hia 
fubjeds. When we fpeak of the firmnefs of go« 
venment, we mean an. uniform fyfi^m of mea- 
fittea, deliberately adopted, and rcibluatl^mailN 
lained by the fervanta-oC the crown, not a peevifli 
afperity ki thn hngoage or bchavioor of tha la» 
. ■* vereiga. 



fotign* TiM governmelkt of a tvealc, iirefdiutf 
lOQnarc}) may b« wife, mod^me, and irmi--^ 
that of aa obftinate, capri<;ious prince, qn iH 
f:oiiirary, mjiy be fe^bk, vndetermioikl and rel^«di 
Tde reputatlQA cf public meafures depends upoii 
ike fninifter, who ia n(]^n^h]fi, not opoa the 
Ki<>g». whof^ private opiaiona ar« not fuppofed 
to haw my weight agaiofi the advice of his count 
cil» wbof<; f fHonal authori^ OkwU therefore ner 
xer b< int^rppfed in public a^Ri^-T-This, J b«- 
licsve, is true (onftitutional doOiine^ But for a 
imment let «s fuppofe it falfe. Let it be uke^i 
iox granted* that an oecafton may arsfe, in which 
« i^ing of England ihall be conipelled to ukf 
iipoA hinifclf the ungrateful oHifie of r^e&iag thjp 
peaiioAC* an^ ceafering the condoft of hia £ibp 
i^&s i and let the city remonftraace be fuppofeA 
tp have created fo extraoidinary an occafion* Qm 
Ihia principle* which I prefnme no firimd of adi> 
miufti:»t4on will difpute, lot the wifdom and (pi^ 
fit of the B^niftry be examined* They advife the 
King to haauird hi« dignity, by a pofitive declarar 
lion of hift Qwa ftntiipcntaf-^they fuggeft ao 
htm a 4angaage full of fevenity and reptoack 
What foUowi ? When his Maj^y had ukra fo 
4^iitve a peri in fiipporl of his lainiftry and par^ 
limnentj he had a right to cJspeA from them a re- 
4U|ifQcid demoafirttion df ficpacik in their own 
J caufe^ 



caufe, and of their zeal for his honour. He had 
reafon to expcft (and fuch, I doubt not, were the 
bluflering promifes of Lord North) that the per- 
Tons, whom he had been advifed to charge with 
having failed in their refpeft to him, with having 
injured parliament, and violated the principles of 
the conftitution, (hould not have been permitted 
to efcape without fome fevere marks of the dif- 
«pleafure and vengeance of parliament. As the 
matter ftands, the miniftcr, after placing his ib- 
vereign in the moil unfavourable light to his fub- 
je^s, and after attempting to fix the ridicule and 
odium of his own precipitate meafures upon tb^ 
royal chara£ler, leaves him a folitary figure upon the 
fcene, to rccal, if he can, or to compenfatc, by 
future compliances, for one unhappy demonftra- 
tion of ill-fupported firmnefs, and ineffedual re- 
fentment. As a man of fpirit, his Majefty can- 
not but be fenfible, that the lofty terms in which 
he was perfuaded to reprimand the city, when 
united with the filly conclufi.on of the bufinefs, 
refemble the pomp of a mock- tragedy, where the 
moft pathetic fentiments, and even the fuiFerings 
of the hero are calculated for deriiion. 

Such has been the boafted firmnefs and con- 
iiilency of a minifter, whofe appearance in the 
houfe of commons was thought eiTential to the 
King-s fervicei"^ whole prefence was td influ- 
ence 
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ends er«ry divifiofi i'--*wJid had « vttfce to peiw 
foade, an cj& »o peneCraie^ a gefture to command. 
The re|ntation of t&efe great qualities Itas beea 
£ual to lus frieaifa. Tlie little digaicy of Mr, 
Bits kas been onittcd. Tke aiioe was funk ;<-« 
canlMlkiUes pionded, iti^d Wetbore Ellis, t)ie 
Guy Favx of tke fiifale* watted o&ly for tlie figndl 
fif comiMad* AU of a fadden the ooofitry gan- 
tktteii diiSoover Jwir groftly they have keen dcK 
cetvedf theaiiiiiAer'tkcait faUs kim» the grand 
flat is defeatcdln a MMoeHt, and poor Mr. EUk 
and kts aMtkm tdcen jotai coftody. FrcuL the 
«vcnfc of Faiday laft oae would iflia|;ine, that 
Ibme tedity hang over this geathaan. Whether 
ixe makes or iiipprelRes a motion* he is equally 
fine of his di%cafie. Bat the compleadoft of the 
tames w'M fiiiar ao man to be nce»titsfucer of 
Ireland with impunity* 

i do not mean to «qnre& the fmalleft anxiety 
fSoi the flnn]iAer'& reputaiiott. tit a£ts. feparately 
ioz kini61f» and the moft iumeM inconfitfency 
may ptrha|>s be nor di^raee to him. loe when 
ihe Soveseigii^ who rc^refents tke niiS^y of the 
ibte^ affeara ta perfon* his d%Bxty fkovM be 
lap^MirtedL The oceafem AkmiM be important ;— ^ 
the pkur well confidered ^-*-the execntion fteady 
■aoA canfiftent. hfy zeal for his M^efly's real 
konoor cttxipcfc me 10 a&rt, tbatit has been tow 
P much 



snach the fyflexn of the prefent reigny to introdaoe 
him perfonally, either to aft lor, or to defend his 
fervants. They perfaade Urn to do what is pro- 
perly their bofinefiy and defert him in the midft 
of it. Yet this is an inconvenience, to which he 
moft for ever be expofed; while he adheres to a 
jniniftry divided among themfelves, or unequal 
in credit and ability to the great taflt they have 
nnderuken. Infteaid of referring the interpofi- 
tion of the royal perfonage, as the laft refonrce of 
govemmenty their weaknefs obliges them to ap- 
ply it to every ordinary occafion, and to xest- 
der it cheap and common in the, opinion of the 
people* Inftead of fupporting their mafter, they 
look to him for fapport, and for the emoluments 
of remaining one day more in office^ care not hqw 
snnch his facred charadcr is proftitnted and dif- 
faonoured. 

If I thought it poflible for this paper to- reach 
the clofet, I would venture to appeal at once to 
his Mbjefty's judgment. I would afk him, but in 
the moft refpe^fnl terms, '* As you are a young 
*< man. Sir, who ought to have a life of happi- 
<^ nefs in profpe^l ; — as you are a huiband ;•— 
^* as you are a father, [your filial duties I own 
*' have been rcligiouily pcrfornied] i» it hmmfi^t 
■* for your interell or your honour Co facrifice your 
" domeKic tranquillity} and to ]^^z in a perpc- 

** tUAl 
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** toil tdiftgreement with your people, merely to 
** preTerve Atch a chain of beings as Norths Bar-' 
*< ringtotty Weymooth^Gower, Ellis, Onflow, 
*' Rigby, Jerry Dyfea, and Sandwich? Their 
** very names are a iatire apon all government^ 
« and I defy the graTtft of yoor chaplains to read 
<* the catalogue without laughing." 
' For my own part. Sir, I have always con* 
fidered addrefles from parliament as a fiUhionable; 
unmeaning formality. Ufnrpefs, ideots, and ty<* 
rants have been fncceffively complimented with 
almoft the fame profeflions of doty and afi&ion. 
But let us fupp^fe them to mean exaftly what they 
profeis. The confequcnces deferve to be con- 
lidered. Either the fovereign is a man of high 
fyirit and dangerous unbitioo, ready to take ad> 
vantage of the treacherf of hb parliament, ready 
to accept of the furrender they make him of the 
public liberty;— or he is a mild, uadefigning 
prince, who, provided they indulge him with i 
little ftate and pageantry, would of himfelf in- 
tend no mifchief. On the firft fuppofition, it muft 
foon be decided by the fword, whether the con- 
ftitution fiiould be loft or preferved. On the fe- 
cond, a prince no way qualified for the execution 
of a great and hazardous enterprize, and without 
any determined objeft in view, may nevertheleiSi 
be driven into fuch defperate meafures, as may 
Pa lead 
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ih^MPcf**^ flttftuatioii betifcmi M^ «:!f$]:<9iii^ cf ▼io' 
^ence at one inomcnty^ ami timiMty M a9pijiei>^ 
^ii^ mipiftec periiaps may luive leafon to be; f^^ 
^^&iied wUh the fu^^ceia of the pfefent hojo^y ani^ 
^i^ch tl^e, profits of his employqifiiiit. Hq k the 
tenant of the day> and has no int««ft iO; ^ inJie^ 
Utai^ce* Th^ foveroiga himfelf is boan^ by'Otlier 
9*bligaaonSf and oo^ht to look forward tot 9, f^>«^ 
XMsr,^ a< permanent int^ieft* . His paternal tsmA^ 
^efk f^o^ld remind him how. OMny hoftagcn ha haa 
given tp ibciety. The tief of Qi|tiii« cobhq psDwerrr 
liilly ii^ aid of oaA^ andc piotefta^ons. Tl^ fit^ 
ther» who coQfiders hh own precarious SMeof 
liealthy and the poflible hai^ of a long minority* 
w^l. wiih to fte the family elhite fi» and luiiii'^ 
^omlK^ What is^ the digiuly of t!hfi cipwQ# 
tkpugh, ii; were leaUy maiittalned;;— nyfait is thff 
l^puoivr of p^liamen^ fuppofing it oonld. exi.4 
without aiiy foundation of inti^ty and jufticea 
•--o|> what is the vain repotation of fir0U2fi0^ 
even if x^ Ichemr of ikoi govemmen^ were uni* 
form and c^onfiftent, cmnpaied with die hent? 
ftlt affsjKons of the peqile» with xkt happind^ 
^d fecttttty of the royal &i|iily, or even with tiM 
grateful acclamations of the populace. What-i 
ever ftyle of coqtcmpt may be «lopted by mkiir 
«ers or p^^ftmwftts, j^ aua aocewly de^fea tha 

voice 
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9^^ «F t^e £iigliii mtfon. Thft kooii of ccnw- 
Inons are only incerjwrefeers, wbofi doty it is c» 
xxnsvef ^ht 4etift of die pwpk faithfdl/ to the 
tat)wn. lif tke luter^retatiimi be fiilfe^ imper- 
led, tke conftitueiit powei^s are tdH^ -upon t^ 
deliver ilkeir owto fentimonts. Tb^f fpeeth ^ 
tfude, but intelligible ;*'<'^^eii':gdl:iires'fii6rce9 b*tt 
faU of eXfdaaaticrR. Peiffl^ed hy (opki^rm, 
theiJr honeft doquehce riifes mx6 nMbn. Tbeit i&Kl 
appeal wm to tkfe integr it)r oJF thdir te|A<Heilitli- 
tives :-«^the fe^Kmd to ^e KiAg's ji^lce^— ^tbe 
laft argumest of the people^ ivhenever the^ huife 
recoarie to it» will carry iftore perhaps than pet- 
iaafion to pariiamenty or fu|^iicati6ii to l9ie thftm^. 

JUNIUS. 

LETTER XXXHI. 

.TO TH£ PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER* 

SIR, 

YV hile parliament was fitting, it would neither 
have been fafe, nor perlu^ quite regular, to c^r 
any opinioki to the pablic, upon eke jufHce or wii^ 
dom of their proceedings. To pronounce fairly 
vpon their condudl, it was necefiary to wait wnAl 
we could consider, in one view^ eke begiAnlhg, 
' Ike pn>grer4» and. the coA^&kifion of ^if tMibcMi* 
* . P ^ tiont* 



tioDS* The caufe t>f the public was undertakes 
and fupported by men, from wliofe abilities and 
united aathority, to fay nothing of the advantage- 
ous ground they ftood on, might well be thought 
fufficient to determine a popular queilion in favour 
of the people. Neither was the houfe of commons 
{o abfolutely engaged in defence of the minifiry, 
or even of their own refolutions, but that thi^ 
might have paid fome decent regard to the known 
. difpofition of their conftituentSy and, without any 
dishonour to their firmnefs* might have retraced 
an opinion too haftily adopted, when they fa«r 
the alarm it had created, and how flfongly it was 
.oppofed by the general fenie of the nation. The 
minifhy too would have confulted their own im- 
mediate intereil, in making fome conceffion fatif- 
fadory to the moderate part of the people. With- 
out touching the fad, they might have confented 
to guard againft, or give up the dangerous prin- 
ciple, on which it was eftablifhed. In this ftate 
of things, I think it was highly improbable at the 
- beginning of the iefilon, that the complaints of 
the people upon a matter, which, in their apprc- 
-heniion at leaft, immediately affeaed the life of 
the conftitution, would be treated with as muck 
contempt by tbeir own reprefcntatives, and by the 
houfe of lordsj as they had been by the other 
**rancli of ;he legiilaturc. Dcfpairing of their in- 
tegrity* 
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legricyy we had a right to exped ibmething from 
their prudence, and fomething from their fears. 
The D4ike of Grafton certainly did not forefee to 
.what an extent the corrnption of a parliament 
might J}e carried. He thought, perhaps, that 
ihere was dill fome portion of fhame or virtue left 
in ithe majority of the houfe of commons, or that 
there was a line in public proilitution, beyond 
which they would fcruple to proceed. Had the 
young man been a little more pradifed in the 
world, or had he ventured to meafure the charac* 
ters of other men by his own, he would not have 
been {q eafily difcouraged. 

. The prorogation of parliament naturally calls 
upon us to review their proceedings, and to con* 
fider the condition in which they have left the 
kingdom* I do not qnedion but they have done 
what is ufually called the King's bufinefs much to 
his Majefty's fatisfa£tion. We have only to lament* 
that, in confequence of a fyflem introduced or re- 
vived in the prefent reign, this kind of merit 
.ihould be very confiilent with the negledl of every 
duty they owe to the nation. The interval between 
the opening of the laft and the clofe of the foriher 
feilion was longer than uiiial. Whatever were the < 
views of the minifter in deferring the meeting of 
parliament, fufficient time was certainly given to 
* P 4- ^^^ 
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crery meni1)cr erf* die koofe of conoKMii, to fedk 
back opon the llep$ lie had ukeii» and die conle'' 
qoeoces they had produced. The zeal of party* 
the vi<4eBce of peHoAai ajumofidesy andthe heat 
of C(mte»tkn had ki£»tc to fokfide. From that 
period^ whatever refbiMtkn th^ took watdelibe^r 
rate and piopenfe* In the preceding &ffioB, the 
dependentt of the miniibY had affected to believe^ 
that the final determination of the qoeftkNi'woald 
have (ad»fied the nation, or at leaft pttt 9 fiop t^ 
their cemplaims ; as if the oertatn^ of aa cvA 
€oM cUminiih die §tfL{c of it, or the nature of 
injuftice could be altered by deciiion» B«t they 
fi>iind die people of England were m a tetnper 
very diftant from fubmiflion ; ^nd, ahho^ it wa» 
contended that the houfe of commons co<^d not 
them&hres recede a re^lution, which had the 
ferce and eSe6t of a judicial fentence, there were 
other conftitotional expedients, which would have 
given a iecarity agsiitA any Imilar attempts lor 
die fbture. The general propfition,. in which the 
whok conntry had an intereft, might have been 
ieduced to a particular ladl, in which Mr. Wilkea 
and Mr* Lnttrell wonld alone have been €00C«i»* 
ed. The hoafe of lords might interpofe ;— -the 
King might di^ve the parliament $ — or, if every 
other refotirce failed, tbere ftill lay a grand oon- 

^itndonai 



littlional writ of error, ikhthdf of tke pedf>k> 
from the decision of one ^omt to the wi£lom of 
^e whole legiflaturCi Every one of thefe rene^ 
dies has been fuccefively attempted. The people 
feiformed thrir part with dignity, ipirit, and per^ 
Severance. For many months his Majeily hearf 
irathing from his people but the language of com- 
plaint and j«fentment ; — unhap|»ly for diis coai^ 
try, it was the daily triumph of his courtiers that 
he heard it with an indillerence approaching to 
contempt. 

The hottfe of commons having aflumed a poweir 
iinknown to the coi^ftitation, were determined not 
merely to Aippoit it in the iingle inftance in quel^ 
tion» but to maintain the dodrine in its utmoft 
extent, and to eftablifii the fa^ as a precedent in 
law, to be applied in whatever manner his Ma»- 
}efty*s fervants Ihould hereafter think fit. Their 
pfoceedtngs upon this occafion are a ftrong proof 
that a decifion, in the fir^ inftance iUegal and 
unjttft, can only be fupported by a continuation 
€yf faiiehood and injuflice. To fupport their for^ 
mer resolutions, they were obliged to violate {omt 
of the beft known and eftabliihed rules of the 
houfe. In one inftance they went fo far as to de- 
clare, in open defiance of truth and common^ 
fenfe, that it was not the rule of the houfe to 
divide a complicated qucftion, at the rcqucft of a 

member 
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member*. But after tritmpliag upon the laws of 
the land, it was not wonderful that they fhould 
treat the private regulations of their own affembly 
with equal diiregard. The fpeaker, being young 
la office, began with pretended ignorance, and 
ended with deciding for the miniftry. We were 
not furprized at the decifion ; but he hefitated and 
bluflied at his own bafenefs, and every man was 
a(loni(hed. 

The intereft of the public was vigproufly Sup- 
ported in the houfe of lords. Their right to dcr 
fend the conflitution againft any incroachment of 
the other eftates, and the nec<^ty of exerting it 
at this period, was urged to tWem with every ar- 
-^ument that could be fuppofed to influence the 
heart or the underftanding. But it foon appeared, 
that they had already taken their part, and were 
determined to fupport the houie of commons, not 
only at the expence of truth and decency, but 
even by a Surrender of their own moft important 
rights. Inilead of performing that duty which 
the coniUtution expefted from them, in retwm for 
the dignity and independence of their ftation, in 
return for the hereditary ihare it has given them 

HoufJ'^h •**'"^"8»nt refolution appears in the Votes of tlic 
mwable tJUin when proppfed to ibenij arc inAu* 
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in ti»e legiflatare, the majonty of them made % 
common caufe with the other houfe in op^preffing 
the people, and eiUbUibed another dodrine ay 
falie in itfelf, and if poffible more pernicious to 
the conftitution» than that on which the Middle- 
fex eledlion was determined. By reiblving. that 
they had no right to impeach a judgment of the 
houfe of commons in any cafe whatfoever,. where 
•that houfe has a competent jurifdidlion, they in 
effeA gave up the confiitutional check and reci- 
procal controul of one branch of the legiflatore 
over the other, which is perhaps the greateft and 
moil important objcdl provided for by the diviiioa 
of the whole legiflative power into three eftates*; 
and now, let the judicial decifions of the houfe 
of commons be ever fo extravagant, let their de- 
clarations of the law be ever fo flagrantly falfe, 
arbitrary, and oppreffive to the fubjedl, the houfib 
of lords have impofed a daviih iilence upon them- 
felves ; — they cannot interpofe, — they cannot 
protedl the fubjed, — they cannot defend the laws 
. of their county. A conceflion fo extraordinary in 
^itfelf, fo contradidory to the principles of their 
own inilitution, cannot but alarm the moil un- 
fafpeding mind. We may well conclude, that 
. the lords would hardly have yielded fo much to 
, the other houfe, without the certainty of a com- 
penfation^ which can only be made to them at Uve 

expence 



fmre aflamed of imfoSmg fines and eeaanimng^ 
Ruling pleaAire, will now be exeitddsd IB itsfulkll 
teKtent. The houfe of co^mom are too mticii ik 
their debt to queftion or interrapt their pnoceed*- 
ings. The crown too, we may be well aflbred^ 
<will lofe nothing of this new diftribtition of 
'power^ After declaringt diat to petition for adit- 
Solution of parliament is irreconcileable with the 
^inciptes of the conftitution, his Migedy has rea>* 
fim to expe^ that fome extraordin^ osMiptimeiit 
will be returned to the Royal prerogative The 
three branches of the legiflatore leete to treat 
l^eir feparate rights and interefts as the Roman 
Triumvirs did their friends. They redprocally 
facrifice them to the animofitiesof each odtfr, and 
«ftablifli a deteftable union among themi^ves» 
upon die rain of the laws and liberty of ^ codh 
monwtalth. 

Through the iftiiole proceedings of tbe bonfe of 
tomflMms in this feffion> dwte is an a^arent, a 
p^pabk confooufneis of guilt, wkick kas pie> 
^^^nted their daring to afet their own d^uty* 
^>^^<*« it kas been inonediatdy and gio^ at- 
tiM^»d« htliecourie of I>o^£rlin%^lvc*scs- 
nBm5«k^a^ he £ud cT C r y t^i«s ttac caa be coft- 
^**«*d aokoi^ing to ii>dividwfe, or cfcire m 
™» ^^mh^ Thtv TO^ kk inibnsawa hiw^ 
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l0tt9'» bat %hity wtHzwsd hyiUs firoiRdfe and Ht;* 
teigrity, afid foak under it. Tiie termsy ia wkkb 
the faU of a patent txt Mr. Hme were commuaiif 
l*ated to the. puUtk^ naturally ealled fbs a padia^ 
WcnlOLVY^mifxiryi. The iitf^itjr of die hom&ol 
commons was dire^ly imipeached; but thex ^^ 
niEHt courage to move: in tibeir own TmiicatiQa^ ho^ 
eaufe.the enquiry wquld have been &l;3l to Colondi 
Biii9goyne» and tlie Doke of Grafton. Wheii Sjur 
George Saviile branded ^em with die name of 
|r^]»»:s uxtheijtc»nilkiienAs,.when.the:LocdMa^oi!ii 
tbe Sberii&» and Mr. Troco^ids^ ^prefii^ avoiv^ 
id and^ maiataiDed eilery* part of the City !|^ 
mon&ance^ why did tkey> tamdlj)^' fubmiti tor be inm 
fiilted ? Why did they not imniediately txpA 
thofe refrafiory husmhers h Coitfciaus,of the mo^ 
ftiYct Oft w|u€h they had^ aAiad» they pnidend)t 
preferred in&my to danger, and were bettei^pre<» 
pai»d to meet the coflteanfit,; tban tcr. rouze th4i 
indignatioBL of the- wbde people. Had diey e9»» 
pdJisd thofe fivQ^ members, theconftqtieniBes of thi 
now dof^ne: of incapacitation. Would have coam 
immediately home to every man. The tnith of il 
would, then have been fairfy tnei^ without aB]f' 
safecenoe to Mr. Wilkes'ar private charadler, at thi 
^gni^ of the himfei ^ or the obftsnacy of one, par;^ 
Ifoukr county. The& topics, I know, have hail 
tiieir weight with men^ <w]»i^a&&i»g a cbacafisf 

of 
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of moderation, in reality confalt nothing but their 
own immediate eafe ;— -who are weak enough to 
acqoiefce onder a flagrant violation oC the laws, 
when it does not diteGdy touch themfelves, and 
care not what injuftice is pradifed upon a manV 
whofe moral character they pioufly think them- 
felves obliged to condemn. In any other circum- 
fiances, thehoofe of commons mult have forfeited 
all their credit and dignity^ if after fach grofs 
provocation, they had permitted thofe five gentle- 
men to fit any longer among them. We (hould 
then have feen and felt the (^eration of a prece- 
dent, which is reprefented to be perfedUy barren 
and karmlefs. But there is a fet of men in this 
country, who(e underftandings meafure the viola- 
tion of law, by the magnitude of the inftance, 
not by the important confequences, which flow di- 
itdly from the principle, and the minifler, I pre- 
fume, did not think it fafe to quicken t&eir ap- 
preheniions too foon. Had Mr. Hampden rea- 
foned and a6ted like the moderate men of theie 
days, inflead of hazarding his whole fortune in a 
law-fuit with the crown, he would have quietly 
paid the twenty fliillings demanded of him,— the 
Stuart family would probably have continued uponi 
the throne, and, at this moment, the impofition of 
jDiip-money would have been an acknowledged 
prerogative of the crown. 

Whjit 
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What then has been the bafinefs of the feflion^ 
after voting the fupplies, and confirming the de- 
termination <^ the Middleiex eledion ? The ex- 
traordinary prorogation of the Irifh parliament* 
tad the jail difcontents of that kingdom* have 
been paffed by without notice. Neither the ge* 
neral fituation of our Colonies, nor that particular 
4iflrefs which forced the inhabitants of BoHon to 
take up arms in their defence, have been thought 
worthy of a moment's coniideration. In the re- 
peal of thofe a^ts, which were moft ofieniive t» 
America, the parliament have done every things 
but remove the offence. They have relinquifhed 
the revenue, but judiciouily taken care to preferve 
the contention. . It is not pretended that the con* 
tinaation of the tea duty is to produce any dired 
benefit whatfoever to the mother country. What 
is it then but an odious, unprofitable exertion of 
a fpeculative right, and fixing a badge of flavery 
upon the Americans, without fcrvice to their 
mailers ? But it has pleafed God to give us a 
miniilry and a parliament, who are neither to be 
perfuaded by argument, nor inflru&d by experi- 
ence* 

* Lord North,! prefume, will not claim an ex« 
traordinary merit from. any thing he has done this 
year in the improvement or application of the re* 
venue. A great operation* direfted to an impor« 

tan)} 
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tmt ohjeSt, tiioagli it fbodLi bSL offnccefi^ ts^ks 
dtf gtniio and dcvsttt tkec^araflerof a nufn£e& 
A poor comraded wMkrftaading deak ia Ht^ 
|ckctttea» wUdbi dilboiaur kkit if die^r £al» and 
cbhinLnocjrediftw^eittkeyfocceed. Loid Koirtib 
had lbtt«Datdy the- means is kta pofleffioQ o£ wtt- 
dnciiig all the iov pcir cents at once^ Thefitboe 
of hia £rft cnt npm ein finance is not half kk di^ 
graccfitl to^ hia rcputaiinn as a mimAtr, aa the eas- 
tw p t ia e kfelf ia injuaoos to^ the pnbkcw InAeai 
of ftdking^ one deetfive himfy. wkicH wonU lane 
Reared themaekeeatronce, vfom tetaas pmpo^ 
tkmtd to the poet oftfie fonr fer oentSi» fix wetks 
jigQ^ ho bas taflnpeiod ititha ptHfirf pmiion^ of a 
coAiBodii^^ wktck oBght nerer. to have been 
touched but ki gn>£E:;w-^ liasgisran notitt tali» 
hatdas of that flocks of a defign focmed% goh 
venunent to peavaii apon.them tonfiimador ie bf 
di^gsoesy coniequendy bai warned then tn hokH up 
attd:iniiance the pnce;-*^iQ diat tl» pkn of £0* 
diidn^ thefimr per cents maft.esdier be'dDO^ioi 
catarelj^ oc eontifiiied witk an incntaing di&ck* 
vintage to tiie pnblic. Tbe auaifter's £igadef 
hss ferved to raife the value of the thing he jaeaoi 
tor pttTchafe^ and to fink that af'dw'thraivper 
«ents, whi«^h it is KifparpafetofidL ln«&at 
Jw hsis contrived t^mhi^k the uitenftzof d» 
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' ftr^ PAT taiU m il» mnk^t r^v t^jifubicri.^ 
U^ ikek open ajpy t^miu tli^i f ^n pQffi% b^ qf- 
-fcfcd by g^6rnmfnt« 

Tk« ftat£ «f tilt n%|iQa Uad^ v$ nat^r^ny to 

cenrtdcr th(( fita2tti0)» of ibc; Kiog. Tb<» prQ^ogn- 

tioft ef » pwli*m#n* h^^ Aft «fl5?a of ^ t§j^<)t9*y 

dii&liid^a. Theo^ium Qf oieaf^r^fi {kdop(e4 by 

the colIe^Uve. body Al» lightly 9pOn Ik0 ff^af«|e 

.flMmben» wJiQ o^mptM itt: Tb^y leiii^ into 

funimer qH«itei!^«. And if# fr(m<h^^i%rac#f»i I9- 

boiin of ibo cmipmgn* SulM&r lb«Soyffi%9, 

itu mtfi witk ^i». .H» hw a pen99iimi mi- 

eMe in this i^nmtry ; Hr canPQI withdraw, him- 

fcif from the complaints, ihe di&ontupt^. th@ ^t- 

piMa^h^ of bi3 ftbJ«St9i They p9>Ai« bi^n t^ bis 

i«tti«i»mit» and lavade Ms doni^Aifi b^HReff* 

wben no addr^s tm be ^laii^^d froip ^. Qbf^ 

^niou^ parliamfnt to citfietir^g^ or teortfoje bim* 

Jn O^r ti]ne«» th« in^r^ gf tb^ King s^nd pf^ple 

of England wiui« as it iHight ^ b^> esjiiifly the 

itoff^ A new fyfom hjM n^t Q9ly b^^n M^pr^d 

in faft, but prof^fled npon pidndpie. Minifies 

nre no longer the public ftrvanti gf tbQ ft»t^, bi|c 

the privatn domciHci of the Sonreign. Qne piuf- 

.ticnJAT cUfa of men an? pinniit^ t^ c^U tbf^n- 

•ftjlv»« dw King'» fri(?nd3, as if tbf body of tb* 

l>€0plew«sietibup King'a enemies s or »$ifbi4 M^ 



jedy looked for a refoarce or ccmColsgdon, k He 
attachment of a few ^vonrites, againft the general 
contempt and deteflation of his fubje£k< Ed- 
ward, and Richard the fecond, made the fame 
diftin£kion between the colle^ve body of the peo- 
ple, and a contemptible party who furrosnded the 
throne. The event of their miilaken condu^ 
might have been a warning to their fucceffors. 
Yet the errors of thofe Princes were not withoafi 
excofe. They had as many falie friends, as oor 
prefent gracioas Sovereign, and infinitely greater 
temptations to feduce them. They were neither 
ibber, religious, nor demure; Intoxicated witk 
pleafnrey they wafted their inheritance in puHuk 
of it* Their lives were like a rapid torrent, bril- 
liant in profpe£l, though ufele^ or dangerous in 
its courfe* In the dull, unanimated extftence of 
•other Princes, we fee nothing but a iickly, ftag- 
nant water, which taints the atmofphere without 
fertilizing the foil.— The morality of a King' is 
not to be meafured by vulgar rules. His fituation 
is Angular. There are faults which do him ho- 
nour, and virtues that difgrace him. A faultlefs^ 
inApid equality in his charader, is neither Capa- 
ble of vice nor virtue in the extreme; but it fe- 
cures his fubmiilion to thofe perfons, whom he 
has been accuftomed to refpedt, and makes Urn a 

danger* 




L E: T T B R S.. ttf 

dangerous tnfbroment of tiftiif ambition. Sccladed 
from the world, attached from his infancy to, 
one fet of perfons, and one fet of ideas, he can 
neither open his heart to new connexions, nor his. 
mind to better information. A charadler of this 
fort is the foil fitteft to produce that obftinate 
bigotry in politics and religion, which begins with 
a meritorious facrifice of the ^underilanding, and 
£nally condudls the monarch and the martyr to 
the block. 

At any other period^,! doubt not, the fcanda- 

lous diforders, which have been introduced into 
the goyernment of all the dependencies; in the 
Empire, would have roufed and engaged the at« 
tention of the public. The odious abufe and 
proftitution of the prerogative at home,— the un- 
conftitutional employment of the military, — the 
arbitrary fines and commitments by the houfe of 
lords, and court of king's-bench ; — the mercy 
pf a chafte and pious. Prince extended chearfuUy 
to a wilful niurderer, becaufethat murderer is the 
brother of a common proftitute, would, I think» 
at any other time, have excited univerfal indig- 
. nation. But the daring attack upon the conftitu- 
tion, in the Middlefex election, makes us callous 
. and indifferent to inferior grievances. No man 
regards an eruption upon the furfacej^ when the 
0^2 noble 
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tioft«»Macliing tb h« l**rh Y!l«pr<*««^*' 

©f oto r.l«tenmiV«i« P*«'i»«*''**^ of «^^«^ 

iMcattfc -it i., the ftyntt* a** .ST^fl- "^K 

right .ftdpri»ikge of **>« *"«*'*'' ,V„„, ideas of 
Wiftitey hart re*Hfed the compeidiou ^j^,^^s> 

CftHgoJa. They know that the hbeny, ^^^^^ ^^^ 
«iul f^pertr or an E«Sli*«^*r!^ of ^*^ 

tion ftrikes deeply at them all. i u N I "^ ^* 

LETTER XXXIV: 



MY LORD, 



*ft<l ortiiEftnciit of the Dufce of p** *!^1^ ^as i^<^ 
Aratitofc. The hOBOter of rcwardingT ^'^ .^ fecms* 
fen^d^yryOwLoraiaifp. The ^^^^^^^^^ed to 
•iiadcomradted an obligation he was ^ ^^^^ ^y 
Ackftovv^ledge, and unable to ^^^'^ £ ^lie ft*^' 
l^rd, litd no fcrepics. Yoa accepted o ^^^ ^^^ 
ceffioft with all its incumbrances, ^'^ ^ ^ti- 
Mr. Lattrell Ms legacy, at the hazard 
ingtliccfbte. - Whctt 
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' Mhtn tUs ^ctMnpUflied youth declared hitnMf 
tlie thatn{>idii of gotetMnl^iit, the world wtis \mCf 
in enquiring what honours or tmolttments etntld b€ 
h, fulEcient r^omjience. to a young olTltis rank 
^tid fbnont, fbr fubmitting to markhis entranee 
into life with the unirerTal contempt and detefta«> 
tiott of fai^ country. His noble father had not 
b^n fo precipit^e. To tacate his leat in pariia<>> 
"iftent ;'»-^to intrude upon a county in which he 
had no intereft or conncjcion ;— to poffefs himftlf 
x>f another man's right, and to maintain it in de- 
fiance of public ihame as well as juflice, befpok^ 
a degree of teal Or of depravity, which all the 
'favour of a pious Prince could hardly requite. I 
proteft, my Lord, there is in this young man^i 
condttdl, a ftrain of proftitution, which, for its 
fingniaricy, I cannot but admiit. He has diifco- 
* Vettjd anew line in the Jrttman charafter 5^— h^|? 
has degraded even the name of Luttrell, and gra^ 
tiiied his father's moft fanguine expeftations. 

The Duke of Grafton^ with every poffible diC- 

pofilion to patronife this kind of merit, was con- 

temted with pronouncing Cc^ond Luttrell's panc- 

, sync. Tjhe gallant Ipirit. the difinterefted fceal 

^^ thc.yoniigsdventttrcr, were echoed through the 

J^oath of lords. His Grace repeatedly pledged 

' '^imfelf to the houfe, as an evidence of the purity 

^^ -his friend Mfi Luttrell's intentions ;— that he 

"' had 
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lad engaged without any ptofped of perfonal be- 
nefit, and that the idea of compenfation would, 
mortally offend him. The noble Duke could 
hardly be in earned ; but he had lately quitted his 
employment, and began to think it neceflary to 
take ibme care of his reputation. At that very 
moment the Iriih negotiation was probably begun. 
*-^Come forward, thou worthy reprefentative of 
Lord Bute, and tell this infulted country, who ad- 
vifcd the King to appoint Mr. Luttrell Adju-» 
TAN T-Gs N B R A I. to the army in Ireland. By what 
management was Colonel Cuninghame prevailed 
on to refign his employment, and the obfequious 
GKborne to accept of a peniion for the government 
of Kinfale * ? Was it an originid ftipulation with 
the Princefs of Wales, or does he owe his prefer- 
ment to your Lordihip*s partiality, or to the Duke 
•f Bed£:>rd's friendlhip ? My Lord^ though it 

^ This infamoat tranfaaioii ooglit to be explained to the 
public, Cbioncl Giil>orne was quaiter-mafter. general to Irt- 
wnd. Lot4 Townllieiid perroadct bka . to fr£go to t Scotch 
!*T^\ ^* Ff ifer, and gives bin i he government of Kiofakf 
^olonol Contnghane was Adjutant-General lo IieJar.d. Lead 

i!f!ll!!.ni*^*.**** ■?*■*•■» *» »«>«*•*« *»»« » «figtt,to 
i.QttKll. Cuningkame tmta the ofier wMh conieicpt What's 
to be doM ? poor GUborot muft iQote once mere.— He accepts 

i^i^^K^."* '^•?V* ^^^"^ Cuningbaffle hmJe Go- 
^^J^r^lOiaale, and Luttroll, tlaft, for whom the wh^^le 
ia^S^w 'u* •• "•'"^ l^tamt* Adjutant^Ceaera], Mfi 
iiitffcat4kcstbcco«iaiidof theannjiilreland. 

may 
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inay not be poffiUe to trace this meafuie to its 
fottrce» we can follow the ilream, and warn the 
country of its approaching defbra£don« The Eng- 
iiih nation muft be roiifed, and put upon its guard* 
Mr. Luttrell has already flxewn us how far he may 
be truftedy whenever an open attack is to bejnade 
upon the liberties of this country. I do not doubt 

that there is a deliberate plan formed. Your 

Lordfiiip beft knows by whom; — the corruption 
of the legiflative body on this fide-^-^a military 
/orce on the other — and then, Fariwellte England f 
It is impoinble that any minifter (hall dare to ad- 
vife the King to place fuch a man as Luttrell in 
the confidential, poft of Adjutant-General, if there 
were not fome fecret purpofe in view, which only 
fuch a man as Luttrell is fit to promote. The 
infult offered to the army in general is as grofs as 
the outrage intended to the people of England* 
What ! Lieutenant-Colonel Luttrell to be Adju- 
tant-General of an army of fixteen thoufand men I 
one would think his Majefty's campaigns at Black- 
heath and Wimbledon nj^ighthave taught him bet- 
ter.-——-! cannot help wiihing General Hervey 
joy of a colleague, who does to much honour to 
the employments— But, my Lord, this meafure is 
too daring to pafs unnoticed, too dangerous to be 
received with indifference or fabn!iiffien. You (hall 
not have time to new-model the Irifh army. They 

will 
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vnll mot fahmt t0 be garbled by Colontl LvttrciK 
Ai a miichief to the EogUfli conftitvtioB, (fof Ke 
19 not worth the name of enemy) they ^ifmiy 
4eteft him. As a boy» impudently thmft OTor 
their heads, they will receive him v^th iivdign/i- 
don and contempta-^Ay for yoQ, fny Lordy who 
perhaps are no more than the blind. Dnhappy 19- 
-ftrument of Lord Bute and her Royal Highne^ 
this Princefi of Waksi be affired that yOn ihall be 
called upon to anfiver ibr the advice* which has 
'hen givcBy and cither difcover year aeeempUees^ 
-or fidl a lacrifiee to their fecttrity. 

J C N IV & 
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